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KEY THEME:  
God is faithful to His chosen people, to discipline them for their sins and to restore them, so 
that they might live faithfully to His covenant.  
 
 

COMMENTARY: 
 

 Why did Ezra include this list here? Perhaps there are several reasons (listed in Mervin 
Breneman, The New American Commentary [Broadman & Holman], p. 74). The list may 
legitimize land rights after the return from the exile. It may distinguish true Israelites from the 
Samaritans and show, in the face of Tattenai’s challenge (5:3-4) those who were authorized by 
Cyrus to return and rebuild the Temple. Also, “the author and his readers were concerned 
about the continuity of this community with the preexilic Jewish nation. It was important to 
show that this community, though small and weak, continued God’s plan for Israel” This 
chapter, however uninviting it may seem, is a monument to God’s care and to Israel’s vitality. 
The chapter ends by noting that one of the first things the various heads of households did 
upon arriving in Jerusalem was to give a sizeable amount toward the rebuilding of the 
Temple. This showed their commitment to the Lord and to proper worship. 
 
 God had led the sinful nation into captivity and now He leads them back to the land, just 
as He had promised through His prophets (Jer. 29:10-14). During the siege of Jerusalem, 
God had told Jeremiah to redeem his family ancestral property in Anathoth as a witness that 
“houses and fields and vineyards will again be bought in this land” (Jer. 32:6-15). God chose 
Israel (those descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) to be His people (Deut. 7:6). He 
goes on to tell them that it was not because of anything special in them, but rather because of 
God’s sovereign oath to their forefathers. Ancestry was essential to being a Jew and being a 
Jew was essential to being a part of the covenant nation. The 652 who could not prove their 
ancestry are singled out (2:59-60) and were apparently given the same standing as circumcised 
foreigners. But they lacked legitimate grounds for claiming their tribal lands, as parceled out 
by Joshua.  As Jesus told Nicodemus, the important birth is not being born a Jew physically, 
but being born again spiritually through repentance and faith in Christ (John 3:1-21). 
 
 The Babylonian captivity was God’s faithful discipline of His erring people. He had 
warned them that He would scatter them among the nations if they persisted in their 
disobedience (Deut. 28:64). When the 70 years were up, God restored His people to the 
promised land. This chapter is a specific, detailed record of God’s faithfulness to His 
covenant people. He knows how long His people need to be under His rod of discipline and 
He is able to restore them when the time is right. 
 
 When God graciously gives us the opportunity to begin again as His covenant children 
after we’ve sinned, His grace should motivate us to obedience. This list implies three aspects 
of covenant faithfulness (continuity, community and commitment). They were now to carry 
on God’s purposes and to hand off to their children and grandchildren a vision for those 
purposes and for their identity as His people. They had a sense of community built on their 
common ancestry and faith. They had commitment because to give up your comfortable and 
familiar surroundings, pack up and move across 1,000 miles of hostile desert to a land that 
had been devastated by war took commitment. Their commitment can be seen in three 
strands (Commitment to worship, service and giving).  
 

                                                                                   (Adapted from “Sermons on Ezra” by Steven Cole) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Something Better 
 
 

Press on in your service for Jesus, 
Spurred on by your love for the Lord; 
He promised that if you are faithful, 
One day you’ll receive your reward. 

What is done for Christ right now will 
be rewarded in eternity.  

 
 

   And all these, having obtained a 
   good testimony through faith, 
   did not receive the promise 
                     (Heb 11:29 NKJV)  
 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", July 06, 2010) 
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Restoration & Reformation 
A Study of Ezra 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/10  Introduction 
04/17  God's Way Of Renewal    1:1-11 
04/24  Evidences of the Resurrection 
05/01  Lessons From A List       2:1-70 
05/08  New Beginning With God   3:1-13 
05/15  Spiritual Setbacks              4:1-24 
05/22  Discouragement                 5:1-39 
05/29  God the Cause of our Joy  6:1-22 
06/05  The Life that God Blesses  7:1-28 
06/12  Work that God Blesses      8:1-36 
06/19  Godly Reaction to Sin        9:1-15 
06/26  Genuine Repentance       10:1-44 
07/03  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

God has a chosen people 
Chosen to bear fruit (John 15:15-16) 
Chosen by grace (Rom 11:5) 
Chosen in Jesus (Eph 1:11) 
Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God (1 Peter 1:2) 

 
 

Living faithfully to God’s covenant implies continuity 
Continuity through God's Word (Ps 102:18) 
Continuity from teaching within the family (Ps 78:1-4) 
Continuity through the elderly passing on to the next generation God's great power (Ps 71:18) 
Continuity through our faith example being passed on to others (Rom 1:16-17) 
Continuity through the preaching of the gospel (1 Peter 1:12) 

 
 

Living faithfully to God’s covenant implies community 
Community of household (Acts 16:31) 
Community through service (Mark 15:40-41) 
Community by belonging to one another in Christ Jesus (Romans 12:5) 
Community of faith (1 Cor 1:10) 

 
 

Living faithfully to God’s covenant implies commitment 
 

Commitment to worship 
Worship God acceptably with reverence and awe (Heb 12:28) 
Worship during calamities (Job 1:18-20) 
Worship by bringing an offering (Ps 96:8-9) 
Worship by rejoicing in God (Phil 4:4) 

 
Commitment to service 

Serve in love (Gal 5:13) 
Serve wholeheartedly (Eph 6:7) 
Serve with the gifts God has provided (1 Peter 4:10) 
Serve by trying to build others up (Rom 15:1-3) 
Serve by carrying others burdens (Gal 6:2) 

 
Commitment to giving 

Giving that honors God (Prov 3:9) 
Giving from what God has given (Deut 26:1-2) 
Giving of tithes to the Church (Mal 3:10) 
Giving that come from abundance to supply the lacking of others (2 Cor 8:14) 


