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KEY THEME:  
 

The godly reaction to sin is to recognize it from Scripture, to mourn over it, and to 
confess it without excuse to the God of mercy.       

 
 
 

COMMENTARY: 
 

 In our decadent society, even we in the church have grown so used to sin that it doesn’t 
shock us anymore. Because we are so desensitized toward sin, we fail to have the proper 
response toward it, whether it is our own sin, or sin in others. We minimize it, justify it, or 
ignore it and go on our way unaffected by it. Our text relates Ezra’s reaction to the sin of the 
exiles who had returned to Israel after the Babylonian captivity. How a person reacts to the 
news of sin tells a lot about that person. Ezra and the leaders who reported this sin to 
him knew that it was sin because God’s Word declared it to be sin. Blending in with the 
world rather than being distinct from it has plagued the church down through the centuries. 
Satan always sugarcoats sin to make it look appealing.  God’s Word plainly warns that sin not 
only enslaves and eventually destroys the sinner; it also takes a toll on others. Thus we must 
steep ourselves in God’s Word so that we instantly recognize sin in ourselves and can turn 
from it. 
 

 Ezra’s prayer reveals where the nation’s sins had led them, "On account of our iniquities 
we, our kings and our priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the 
sword, to captivity, and to plunder and to open shame".  Four times he refers to the people 
as an escaped remnant (Ezra 9:8, 13, 14, 15), showing how the formerly strong nation had 
been decimated. When Ezra heard of this sin of God’s people, he tore his garment and robe, 
pulled some hair from his head and beard, and sat down appalled for hours. Jesus said, 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matt. 5:4).  A Christian’s 
response to sin, whether his own or the sin of other believers, should be to mourn. 
That attitude stems from trembling at the words of God (9:4). The godly reaction to sin is 
first to recognize it from Scripture, and then to mourn over it. Many professing Christians 
lack joy because they have never experienced a real, deep conviction of sin, which is the 
essence of the gospel. One of the major problems for God’s people is that we add to our 
faith the beliefs and practices of the world, so that in a short time, we are virtually 
indistinguishable from the world in our thinking and in the way we live. We don’t blatantly 
deny Christianity, but there needs to be a clear separation of God’s people from the pagans 
or God’s people will be drawn into the pagan practices. 
 

 Ezra was so steeped in God’s Word and the history of God’s ways with His errant 
people that he knew that God’s severe discipline would fall again if the people did not 
repent. Ezra readily acknowledged that God would be justified to inflict much more 
punishment than He had. Ezra’s prayer makes no petition, but rather, he implicitly 
casts himself and the nation on God’s undeserved mercy. Ezra’s prayer is a model of 
confession. It has four elements: (1) Confession acknowledges the absolute righteousness of 
God in all His dealings with us; (2) Confession submits to God’s righteous dealings without 
complaint or excuse; (3) Confession agrees with God concerning His view of our sin; and (4) 
Confession casts the sinner on God’s undeserved mercy, based on the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ.   
 

                                                                       (Adapted from “Sermons on Ezra” by Steven Cole) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

A Legacy Of Repentance   
 
 

Repentance is the soil in  
Which forgiveness flourishes.  

How blest is he whose trespass 
Has freely been forgiven,  

Whose sin is wholly covered  
Before the sight of heaven.      

 
 

The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit, A broken and a contrite 
heart These, O God, You will not 
despise.  
                     (Ps 51:17 NKJV)  
 

 (From "Our Daily Bread", Dec 08, 2009) 
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Restoration & Reformation 
A Study of Ezra 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/10  Introduction 
04/17  God's Way Of Renewal    1:1-11 
04/24  Evidences of the Resurrection 
05/01  Lessons From A List          2:1-70 
05/08 New Beginning With God   3:1-13 
05/15  Spiritual Setbacks              4:1-24 
05/22  Discouragement                 5:1-17 
05/29 God - Cause of our Joy       6:1-22 
06/05  Life that God Blesses         7:1-28 
06/12  Work that God Blesses      8:1-36 
06/19  Godly Reaction to Sin      9:1-15 
06/26  Genuine Repentance       10:1-44 
07/03  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

The godly reaction to sin is to recognize it from Scripture 
Recognition of sin because scripture makes sin known to us (Rom 7:7)  

7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known what sin was except 
through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet." 

Recognition of sin because scripture makes us conscious of sin (Rom 3:20)  
20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we 
become conscious of sin. 

Recognition of sin because scripture can aid in keeping us from sin (Ps 119:11)  
11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 

Recognition of sin through the Holy Spirit's conviction (John 16:7-11) 
7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to 
sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10 in regard to 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and in regard to judgment, 
because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

Recognition of sin through the testing of the spirit (1 John 4:1) 
4 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world. 

 
The godly reaction to sin is to mourn over it 

Mourn because of being troubled by sin (Ps 38:18) 
18 I confess my iniquity; I am troubled by my sin.  

Mourn because of realizing our sinfulness (Ps 51:4) 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when 
you speak and justified when you judge.  

Mourn because of godly sorrow (Rom 7:15-20) 
15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what 
I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living 
in me. 18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is 
good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do 
— this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living 
in me that does it.  

Mourn because of being sorry for sin (2 Cor 7:9-12) 
Your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any 
way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow 
brings death. 11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear 
yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At 
every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.  

 
The godly reaction to sin is to confess it without excuse to the God of mercy 

Confession acknowledges our sins and leads to forgiveness (Ps 32:5) 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, "I will confess my transgressions 
to the Lord" —  and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

Confession renounces sin and finds mercy (Prov 28:13) 
13 He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 

Confession acknowledges that God is right in His judgment (Ps 51:3-4) 
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and 
done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 

Confession based on the promise that God will forgive us (1 John 1:9) 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  

 


