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KEY THEME:  
 

Genuine repentance involves heartfelt sorrow before God for our sins and prompt 
action to correct them. 

 
 

COMMENTARY: 
 

 We live in a day of glib repentance. The Bible is clear that there is both genuine and false 
repentance. If we want to be right before God, we must make sure that our repentance is 
genuine, not glib. Ezra’s deep mourning over the sins of the exiles led others to gather 
around him, see their own sins, and weep bitterly over them (10:1). A spokesman for the 
people, Shecaniah (10:2), confesses the sin and proposes to Ezra that the people make a 
covenant to correct the sin. The people agreed that they had sinned and, except for four men 
who opposed the plan (10:15), agreed to the plan of action. A commission was appointed to 
examine each case. It was with God that they made this covenant because they trembled at 
His commandment (10:3). They needed to confess their sins to the Lord and do His will 
(10:11). While sin always hurts other people and we need to ask their forgiveness when we sin 
against them, sin is first and foremost against God Himself. 
 

 Our sorrow should be proportional to the magnitude of our sin. if we have sinned in a 
major way, it is appropriate to be deeply grieved over what we have done. Our grief over 
major sins should also stem from our understanding of the serious consequences that our 
sins bring both on ourselves and on others. If there is any blaming, it is not genuine 
repentance. If there are any excuses, it is not genuine repentance. Genuine repentance says, 
“I have sinned,” or “we have been unfaithful” (10:2). Genuine repentance always accepts full 
responsibility for what we have done. After confessing the unfaithfulness of the people in 
marrying foreign women, Shecaniah interjects, “Yet now there is hope for Israel in spite of 
this” (10:2). The reason that there is hope is because our God is “compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth (Exodus 34:6-7). 
Repentance opens a door of hope to those who are suffering the consequences of their sins. 
Thus the first mark of genuine repentance is heartfelt sorrow before God for our sins. 
 

 True repentance requires not only admitting our wrong to God and others, but also 
taking practical steps of obedience to correct our wrongs. Repentance should take place as 
quickly as possible in light of the complexity of the problem. Sometimes our sin results in 
problems for which are no easy solutions. If a problem is not confronted, it could spread 
even farther (1 Cor. 5:6). Ezra believed that it was necessary to break up these wrongful 
marriages, in spite of God’s declared hatred of divorce (Mal. 2:16).  The fact that he fasted 
and prayed before acting on this argues that he did the right thing, although it was not easy. 
Just as separating from their pagan wives (and, in some cases, children) was a difficult and 
painful thing to do, so we must separate ourselves from our sins, no matter how difficult or 
painful. Verse 15 mentions in passing that four men opposed the proposed covenant to 
divorce these pagan women. As a leader of God’s covenant people, Ezra had to maintain 
certain minimum standards of biblical righteousness or the whole community would become 
tainted by sin and the testimony of God would be diluted to the point of uselessness. So he 
imposed the covenant on all. Thus genuine repentance involves heartfelt sorrow before God 
for our sins and prompt action to correct them, even when it is difficult and potentially 
divisive. 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Godly Sorrow 
 
 

Repentance means hating sin 
enough to turn from it.  

O Wind of God, come bend us, 
break us, Till humbly we confess 

our need; Then in Thy  
tenderness remake us, Revive, 

restore, for this we plead.       
 

  Now I rejoice, not that you were 
  made sorry, but that your sorrow 
  led to repentance. For you were 
  made sorry in a godly manner, 
  that you might suffer loss from us 
  in nothing.    (2 Cor 7:9 NKJV)  
 

 (From "Our Daily Bread", May 13, 2009) 
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Restoration & Reformation 
A Study of Ezra 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/10  Introduction 
04/17  God's Way Of Renewal    1:1-11 
04/24  Evidences of the Resurrection 
05/01  Lessons From A List          2:1-70 
05/08 New Beginning With God   3:1-13 
05/15  Spiritual Setbacks              4:1-24 
05/22  Discouragement                 5:1-17 
05/29 God - Cause of our Joy       6:1-22 
06/05  Life that God Blesses         7:1-28 
06/12  Work that God Blesses      8:1-36 
06/19  Godly Reaction to Sin        9:1-15 
06/26  Genuine Repentance     10:1-44 
07/03  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 
 

Genuine repentance involves heartfelt sorrow before God for our sins 
 

Genuine repentance must be primarily toward God (Ps 51:4)  
4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight —  That You may be found 
just when You speak,  And blameless when You judge.  
 

Genuine repentance feels deeply the wrong of our sins (2 Cor 7:11) 
11 For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in 
you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what 
vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter.  

 
Genuine repentance accepts the responsibility for what we have done (2 Sam 12:13) 

13 So David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." And Nathan said to David, "The Lord 
also has put away your sin; you shall not die.  

 
Genuine repentance sees hope in the midst of despair (Exodus 34:6-7) 

6 And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, "The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children and the children's children to the third and the fourth generation."  

 
 
 
Genuine repentance takes prompt action to correct our sins 
 

Even when it is personally difficult to do so (Luke 19:8) 
8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if 
I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold."  

 
Even when it is potentially divisive to do so (1 Cor 5:1-6) 

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not 
even named among the Gentiles — that a man has his father's wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and 
have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For 
I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him 
who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, 
along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 Your glorying is 
not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?  

 
 


