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 Paul’s epistles to Timothy and Titus (1 and 2 Timothy and Titus) have generally been 
called the “Pastoral Epistles.” They were originally regarded as mere personal letters and were 
classified with Philemon, but because of their strong bearing on the life of the church, they 
gained the name the “Pastoral Epistles.” The term, “pastoral,” is an 18th century designation 
that has stuck down through the years, and though not entirely accurate, it is a somewhat 
appropriate description of these three letters. Further, due to the large portion of these 
epistles that deal with church order and discipline, the term “pastoral” is accurate. 
These epistles deal with church polity, policies, and practice, all of which are 
concerns vital to the health of the church. However, the term pastoral is inaccurate in the 
sense that Timothy and Titus were not pastors in the present-day sense of the term. First, 
these men were official representatives of the apostle Paul whom he dispatched to various 
churches at Ephesus and Crete. Once there, they functioned in an official capacity to deal 
with special situations and meet special needs. During the interim from the time of the 
apostles to the transition to elders and deacons, these men were sent by Paul as his apostolic 
representatives to repel and deal with certain conditions and people who were threatening to 
hurt the work and ministries of these churches. Second, Timothy and Titus undoubtedly 
possessed the gifts needed for pastoral ministry and while there was an element of pastoral 
care in what they did, they were not elders or pastors who are given by the Lord to various 
churches for long-term ministries (1 Pet. 5:1f). Rather, as official delegates of Paul, they were 
sent to assist churches in establishing their ministries pastorally-speaking (cf. Tit. 1:5f). All in 
all, in their content, these books are pastoral in nature and give directions for the care, 
conduct, order, ministry, and administration of assemblies of believers.  
 

 This epistle is addressed to Titus, and though he is never mentioned in Acts and though 
we know very little about him, the references to him in Paul’s epistles (13 times) make it clear 
he was one of Paul’s closest and most trusted fellow-workers in the gospel.  
 
 

Theme and Purpose 
Several purposes are seen in this epistle. Paul wrote: 

• To instruct Titus about what he should do to correct the matters that were lacking in 
order to properly establish the churches in Crete. 

• To give Titus personal authorization in view of the opposition and dissenters Titus 
was facing (see 2:15; 3:1-15). 

• To give instruction concerning this opposition, to warn about false teachers, and give 
instructions concerning faith and conduct (1:5, 10-11; 2:1-8, 15; 3:1-11). 

• To express his plans to join Titus again in Nicopolis for the winter (3:12). Whether 
this meeting ever occurred, we do not know. Tradition has it that Titus later returned 
to Crete and there lived out the rest of his life. 

 

 The theme is to show how the grace of God that has appeared to us in the saving life 
and death of Christ instructs us to deny ungodliness and to live righteously and soberly as a 
people full of good works that are in keeping with the doctrine of God (1:1; 2:10–3:9). 
Important issues discussed in the letter include qualifications for elders (1:5-9), instructions to 
various age groups (2:1-8), relationship to government (3:1-2), the relation of regeneration to 
human works and to the Spirit (3:5), and the role of grace in promoting good works among 
God’s people (Titus 2:11-3:8). 
  

                                       (Excerpt from “"The Letter to Titus Commentary" by J. Hampton Keathley III) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 
 

Follow the Instructions 
 
 

To build a rock-solid life, follow 
Jesus’ instructions. Lord, help me 

heed Your every word, Commands 
that I have read or heard; As  

You reveal Your will each day,  
Help me to follow and obey. 

 
 

  Therefore whoever hears these   
  sayings  of Mine, and does them, I  
  will liken  him to a wise man who  
  built his house  on the rock    
                        (Matt 7:24 NKJV)  
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Instructions to Titus 
 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

07/10   Introduction 
07/17   Greetings                             1:1-4 
07/24   Elders                                  1:5-9 
07/31   False Teachers               1:10-16 
08/07   Various Groups                 2:1-10 
08/14   Godly Behavior                2:11-15 
08/21   Good Citizens                      3:1-8 
08/28   Final Instructions               3:9-15 
09/04   Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
AUTHOR: The apostle Paul 
 
DATE WRITTEN: About A.D. 64, shortly after 1 Timothy 
was written. 
 
PURPOSE: To counsel and exhort Titus, a young pastor, 
relating to his ministerial duties and doctrines, with special 
emphasis on the maintenance of good works. 
 
TO WHOM WRITTEN: Titus. He was a Gentile 
(Galatians 2:3); a beloved friend and helper of Paul (2 
Corinthians 2:13; 7:6, 13; 8:23). A messenger of the church at 
Corinth (2 Corinthians 8:16-18). He was thoroughly 
trustworthy and unselfish (2 Corinthians 12:18). A 
companion of Paul and Barnabas on a journey to Jerusalem 
(Galatians 2:1). He was left in Crete by Paul to superintend 
the churches (Titus 1:5). He was in Rome with Paul during 
the latter's imprisonment (2 Timothy 4:10). He seems to have 
been a more sturdy man than Timothy and probably more 
mature. 
 
MAIN THEME: Good works,—Titus 1:16; 2:7, 14; 3:1, 8, 
14. Some have claimed that there is a conflict of doctrine 
between Paul's epistles and that of James. But the character 
of the Cretans was such that Paul thought it necessary to 
advise their minister to insist upon consistent Christian living. 
Nevertheless this epistle does not teach salvation by 
works,—Titus 3:5. 
 
KEY WORDS: Good works,—Titus 3:8. 
 
KEY VERSES: Titus 1:5; 3:8. 
 
NOTABLE PASSAGES: 
The blessed hope,—Titus 2:11-14. 
Saved by grace,—Titus 3:4-7. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Chiefly Instructions concerning Church Organization 
and Discipline 
Chapter 1 

The salutation and reference to the glorious hope of the 
gospel,—Titus 1:1-4. 
The purpose of the assignment of Titus to Crete,—Titus 
1:5. 
 
 
 
 

 
Church order and discipline. 

• The character and qualifications of elders and 
bishops,—Titus 1:6-9. 

• The duty of suppressing mercenary teachers,—
Titus 1:10-11. 

• The evil character of the Cretians demanding 
stern treatment and steadfast adherence to the 
truth,—Titus 1:12-14. 

• Inward defilement and hypocrisy condemned,—
Titus 1:15-16. 

• Sound Doctrine and Good Works. 
 

Chapter 2 
Apostolic instructions adapted for various classes. 

• Respecting the spirit and behavior of aged men 
and women,—Titus 2:2-3. 

• Teachings adapted to young men and women,—
Titus 2:4-6. 

• Exhortation to Titus concerning his personal 
example,—Titus 2:7-8. 

• The duties of bond-slaves,—Titus 2:9-10. 
The universal opportunity of salvation demands: 

• Self-denial and godliness in this world,—Titus 
2:11-12. 

• The looking for the fulfillment of the blessed 
hope of Christ's coming,—Titus 2:13. 

• The sacrifice of Christ constrains His people to 
holy living,—Titus 2:14. 

• The importance of enforcing these truths,—
Titus 2:15. 

 
 

Chiefly Additional Instructions respecting the 
maintenance of the doctrine of good works, and the 
divine method of salvation. 
Chapter 3 

• Social obligations and duties,—Titus 3:1-2. 
• The gracious method of salvation. 

• The universality of sin,—Titus 3:3. 
• Good works not the basis of salvation, but 

cleansing grace through Christ,—Titus 3:4-7. 
• The importance of good works should be constantly 

taught,—Titus 3:8. 
• The treatment of foolish questions and heresy,—

Titus 3:9-11. 
• Closing words and benediction,—Titus 3:12-15. 

 
 
 

PROMINENT PEOPLE: Paul, Titus. 
 
 

                         (Excerpt from "Thompson Chain - Bible Book Outlines")  


