
 

Page 1 of 2 

 
 
 

 Verse 5 points us to the historical background for this letter. Paul and Titus had 
previously visited the Island of Crete and had not only preached the gospel, but had evidently 
been successful in establishing house churches in the various cities. Naturally, the Christians 
there needed biblical mentoring in the faith as babes in Christ, so Paul, being compelled to 
ministry elsewhere, left Titus to accomplish this vital task. All Christians need to grow in the 
grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus (2 Pet. 3:18), but it was especially needed because of 
the moral conditions that formed the background of these Cretan believers. Crete is the 
fourth largest island in the Mediterranean and is located an almost equal distance from 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. 
 

 Blameless is literally, “without indictment or accusation, unchargeable.” He is one who 
has nothing that can be brought against him. As a summary statement for all that follows in 
the list of qualifications, Paul says an elder is to be a man who is irreproachable or above 
reproach (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:7). His lifestyle is such that no one can legitimately accuse him of 
conduct which is not befitting a mature believer and one who is a steward of God (vs. 7). 
 

 A man’s marriage and his home life as a whole reveal a great deal about his character and 
his ability to lead the flock of God as the apostle explains in 1 Timothy 3:5, “but if a man 
does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of 
God?” In the phrase "Husband of but one wife", Paul is simply saying that if married, a man 
must be a one-woman man. Some believe this qualification requires that overseers be 
married. Naturally, being a one-woman man would prohibit polygamy. This qualification is a 
positive requirement for faithfulness in marriage. If it is known that a man applied himself 
diligently to bringing up his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, what one of 
his children does after leaving home should not become a reason to keep him from 
leadership or a reason to remove him from this role. 
 

 The personal qualifications (verses 7-8) fall into the negative, what the elder must not do, 
and the positive, what he should be doing. The Christian life under the power of the Holy 
Spirit is not simply a matter of negatives, but of the positive, fruitful ministry to others. In 
view of the false teachers mentioned in verse 10 and the basically hostile world in which the 
believer lives, there may be a faint idea of holding out against something hostile and 
emphasizes the subject’s personal participation or involvement in holding fast to the faithful 
message as one who stands as a protector of the sheep against the wolves that would ravage 
them (see Acts 20:28-29). But what is meant by “to hold fast”? It means to study, know, live 
by the Bible as God’s faithful message to His people and to defend it against the many 
attacks that have and will be waged against the Bible as God’s special revelation to man. 
 

 While holding fast to the Word provides an atmosphere that is vital to being faithful to 
the needed qualifications, Paul in verse 9 points us to the reason. As overseers, elders must 
be able to perform two duties, both of which come through a strong working knowledge of 
the Word. Literally, the Greek says, “both to exhort … and to refute.”  Exhortation is to 
encourage, exhort, and comfort. Christians need both. The emphasis here is that exhorting to 
a particular line of conduct in keeping with the Word.  He must “refute” them by exposing 
their error and trying to convince them that they are wrong. Christian truth needs not only 
defense against attacks, but also clear exposition. Effective presentation of the truth is a 
powerful antidote to error.  
 

                                                (Adapted from “"The Letter to Titus Commentary" by J. Hampton Keathley III) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 
 

Roughing The Pastor 
 
 

Don’t be rough on your pastor 
pass along some encouragement 
today. Lord, help us to appreciate 

The work that others do, The  
service given from their hearts,  

Their sacrifice for You. 
 
 

The elders who rule well are to be  
considered worthy of double honor,  
especially those who work hard  
at preaching and teaching. 
                       (1 Tim 5:17 NASB)  
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Instructions to Titus 
 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

07/10   Introduction 
07/17   Greetings                             1:1-4 
07/24   Elders                                 1:5-9 
07/31   False Teachers               1:10-16 
08/07   Various Groups                 2:1-10 
08/14   Godly Behavior                2:11-15 
08/21   Good Citizens                      3:1-8 
08/28   Final Instructions               3:9-15 
09/04   Summary and Review 



 

Page 2 of 2 

NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

Obligations in Crete (1:5) 
 

Set in order the remaining matters and to appoint elders 
 - Remaining matters: describes all Titus would be 
doing by fulfilling the instructions that would follow 
throughout the letter 
 - Appoint Elders: only the Holy Spirit should 
appoint a man to this office. The responsibility of 
the flock and the individual himself is to recognize 
God’s selection. 

 

Matters like how to conduct themselves in the household of God (1 
Tim 3:15) 

15 I write so that you will know how one ought to 
conduct himself in the household of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and support 
of the truth.  

Appointing Elders who will have oversight of God's flock (1 Peter 
5:1-3) 

1 I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder 
and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a 
partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 
shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising 
oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, 
according to the will of God; and not for sordid 
gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over 
those allotted to your charge, but proving to be 
examples to the flock.  

 
Qualifications for Elders (1:6-8) 
 

Negative (1:7) 
 

Not arrogant (Jude 1:16) 
16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after 
their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering 
people for the sake of gaining an advantage.  

Not prone to anger (James 1:20) 
20 for the anger of man does not achieve the 
righteousness of God.  

Not a drunkard (Eph 5:18) 
18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,  

Not violent (2 Tim 2:24-25) 
24 The Lord's bond-servant must not be 
quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient 
when wronged, 25 with gentleness correcting those 
who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant 
them repentance leading to the knowledge of the 
truth,  

Not greedy for gain (1 Peter 5:2) 
2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising 
oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, 
according to the will of God; and not for sordid 
gain, but with eagerness;  

 

 
 

Positive (1:8) 
Hospitable (1 Peter 4:8-9) 

8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one 
another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 9 
Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 
 

Devoted to what is good (Gal 6:10) 
10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, and especially to those who are of 
the household of the faith.  

Sensible (2 Tim 4:5) 
5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do 
the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  

Upright (Micah 6:8) 
8 He has shown you, O man, what is good; And 
what does the Lord require of you But to do justly, 
To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?  

Devout (1 Thess 2:10) 
10 You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly 
and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward 
you believers;  

Self-controlled (2 Peter 1:5-8) 
5 Now for this very reason also, applying all 
diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and 
in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your 
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, 
perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7 
and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in 
your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities 
are yours and are increasing, they render you neither 
useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Doctrinal Qualifications (1:9) 
 

The Responsibility - hold firmly to the faithful message 
The Reason or Purpose - both to exhort … and to refute 

 

Responsibility to teach sound doctrine (Titus 2:1) 
2 But as for you, speak the things which are fitting 
for sound doctrine.  

Responsibility to exhort and refute things about Jesus (Acts 18:27
-28) 

27 And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the 
brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples 
to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly 
helped those who had believed through grace, 28 for 
he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, 
demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the 
Christ.  


