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Second Thoughts About Giving Thanks 
 

Mart De Haan Posted by Mart De Haan 
November 27th, 2008 
 

Devotional Scripture:  Luke 18:9-14 
 

There’s a down side to public expressions of thanksgiving. 
 

It’s one thing to privately thank our God for what he gives us individually. It’s also 
only right that we would publicly, within the appropriate circle, thank him for what 
we share together. Acting as if we are entitled to all of the goodness we receive may 
be a sign that we we’ve been spoiled by unacknowledged mercies (Rom 1:21; Luke 
12:12-19). 
 

But there can also be something especially burdensome about thanking God for what 
he has done for us personally. Down through the years I’ve seen this happen through 
public expressions of gratefulness around the holiday Americans celebrate today. 
 

Someone thanks God for restored health in the presence of others who are losing 
ground to a chronic illness. Another stands up to happily express gratefulness to God 
for the birth of a baby in the presence of those who desperately want a child doctors 
say they can’t have. The examples are as endless as the inequalities that test our faith 
and love for one another. Employment/unemployment. Relationships reconciled and 
broken. Homes bought and lost. Mental health/mental illness. Justice/injustice in 
court. Joy expressed for sons and daughters returning from war, healthy in body, or 
troubled in soul, in the presence of those who grieve the loss of their own. 
 

Once again, isn’t this reason to remember that only in Christ can we find perspectives 
of faith, love, and thanksgiving that are big enough to more than compensate for all 
of inequalities that we live out in the presence of our God and one another? 
 

Yes, Job said in the presence of his loss, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
And naked shall I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; 
Blessed be the name of the LORD..” A little later he also said something like “Shall 
we accept good from the Lord and not trouble?” (Job 1:20-21; 2:10). Let’s just 
remember, though, that in the days that followed he just about lost his mind in the 
presence of friends who acted and spoke as if Job had done something that resulted 
in his suffering while they sat in their self-righteousness. 
 

Seems that we have reason to think of the hurting one who will overhear what we 
thank our God for today. 
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Next Series 
 

Jesus Christ the Fulfillment 

A Study in Matthew 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/04  Lineage of Jesus               1:1-17; 
                                            Ruth 4:13-17 
12/11  Emmanuel's Birth             1:18-25 
12/18  Confirming His Birth           2:7-23 
01/08  Strength in Temptation       4:1-11 
01/15  Acts of Healing                9:27-34; 
                                                      11:2-6 
01/22  Declared in Prayer         11:25-30 
01/29 Revealed in Rejection     13:54-58 
02/05  Canaanite Woman         15:21-28 
02/12  Declared by Peter          16:13-27 
02/19  Witnessed by Disciples    17:1-12 
02/26  Anointed in Bethany         26-6-13 
03/04  Review and Summary 
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THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Date      Lesson                     

11/20   What is Thanksgiving 

11/27   How to be Thankful 
 



 

Page 2 of 2 

NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 

HOW TO GIVE THANKS 
 

Give thanks sincerely 
(Ps 111:1) 111 Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart, In the company of the upright and in the 
assembly. 

Give thanks with an upright heart 
(Ps 119:7) 7 I shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, When I learn Your righteous judgments. 

Give thanks through witnessing 
(Isa 12:4) 4 And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name. Make known His deeds among the 
peoples; Make them remember that His name is exalted." 

Give thanks through prayer 
(Phil 4:6) 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God.  

Give thanks joyfully 
(Ps 95:2) 2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 

Give thanks through praise 
(Ps 106:1) 106 Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His loving-kindness is everlasting. 

Give thanks when others don't 
(Luke 17:15-18) 15 Now one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, 16 
and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, "Were 
there not ten cleansed? But the nine — where are they?  18 "Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except this 
foreigner?" 

 
 
 

WAYS TO BE THANKFUL 
 

Thankfulness through the request of God’s blessing of food 
(Rom 14:5-8) 5 One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced 
in his own mind. 6 He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to 
God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God. 7 For not one of us lives for himself, and not one 
dies for himself; 8 for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the 
Lord's. 

Thankfulness for God's grace spreading 
(2 Cor 4:12) 15 For all things are for your sakes, so that the grace which is spreading to more and more people may cause the 
giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God. 

Thankfulness in speech 
(Eph 5:3-4) 3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and 
there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 

Thankfulness for the opportunity to praise God 
(Heb 13:15) 15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give 
thanks to His name. 

Thankfulness for the privilege of prayer 
(Col 4:2) 2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 

Thankfulness through service 
(2 Cor 9:12) 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through 
many thanksgivings to God. 

Thankfulness in the congregational assembly  
(Ps 35:18) 18 I will give You thanks in the great assembly; I will praise You among many people.  
 


