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 The birth of Jesus is recorded in two of the Gospels: Matthew and Luke. Luke tells 
the story primarily from the perspective of Mary, the mother of Jesus. This week we look 
at Matthew’s account, which focuses on Joseph, the earthly (step) father of Jesus. We can 
learn quite a bit about Joseph from the Bible. Matthew says that his father was named 
Jacob (Matthew 1:16). This is a nice parallel to the Jacob and Joseph of the Old 
Testament (see Genesis 35:22–24). Luke, however, lists the father of Joseph as Heli 
(Luke 3:23).  Since we know that Matthew and Luke were both very careful authors, this 
is not a matter of one being wrong and one being right. We may not know the certain 
solution to this problem, but it is often understood as a reflection of the levirate marriage 
laws of the Jews (Genesis 38:8; Deuteronomy 25:5–10). Under this theory, Jacob and 
Heli were brothers, but Jacob died early. In that situation, it was the custom for the 
brother to take the widow as his own wife, and Heli may have done this with Joseph’s 
mother. Thus both Jacob and Heli were Joseph’s fathers—one in a legal sense and one in 
a biological sense. Joseph himself became Jesus’ father in a legal but not biological sense. 
Joseph had connections in both Bethlehem, a village outside of Jerusalem, and in 
Nazareth, a village in Galilee about 70 miles north of Jerusalem. Luke presents Joseph 
and Mary traveling from Nazareth to Bethlehem then back again. Matthew’s account 
adds the interlude in Egypt that resulted from the threat of murderous King Herod. We 
can see from all this that while Joseph was not a world traveler, he did his share of 
moving around! This means that his perspective was not that of a single tiny village such 
as Nazareth. Joseph was a carpenter by trade (Matthew 13:55).  
 

                                                                 (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 

 We sometimes get so caught up in the Christmas rush that we neglect to enjoy the 
season and reflect on its true meaning. Chuck Swindoll gave an example: "A lady had a 
circle of friends for whom she really wanted to buy Christmas presents. Time slipped 
away and it was so busy at work for her she just wasn't able to get to the store to 
purchase those gifts.  She went to the local gift store and hurriedly went through the now 
picked over stack of cards and found a box of fifty, just exactly what she wanted. She 
didn't take time to read the message, she just noticed a beautiful cover on it.  As New 
Year's came and she had time to go back to two or three cards she didn't send from that 
stack, she was shocked to read the message inside. It said, in a little rhyme, 'This 
Christmas card is just to say, a little gift is on its way"' (The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart. 
Swindoll Leadership Library). The birth of Jesus is described in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke. Matthew was concerned about the legal standing of Jesus. He traced His 
descent from King David to Joseph because he wrote his Gospel primarily to the Jews. 
Luke, the physician, was concerned about the human factors in the coming of the God-
Man. This lesson deals with Matthew's account of Joseph and his deliverance from a 
predicament centering on the pregnant Mary. The birth of Jesus had divine planning 
behind it. Mary had to realize that her child would be virgin born in accordance with 
Isaiah 7:14. Joseph had to be convinced that it was all right for him to take Mary for his 
wife despite her pregnancy. Warned about Herod, the family had to spend time in Egypt 
so that God could call His Son out of that land after Herod's death (Hos. 11:1; Matt. 2:19
-21). Let us focus on Joseph at this point.  
                                                               (from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator)  
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Food for Thought 
 
 

The date of Christ’s birth may be 
debatable, but the fact of His  life is 
indisputable Tidings, glad tidings! 

God is love, To man He sends His 
salvation! His Son beloved, His only 
Son, The work of mercy hath begun.  

 

  And the Word became flesh 
  and dwelt among us, and we 
  beheld His glory, the glory 
  as of the only begotten of the 
  Father, full of grace and truth.  
                   (John 1:14 NKJV)  
 

 (From "Our Daily Bread", Oct 18, 2008) 
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Jesus Christ the Fulfillment 

A Study in Matthew 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/04  Lineage of Jesus               1:1-17; 
                                            Ruth 4:13-17 
12/11  Emmanuel's Birth          1:18-25 
12/18  Confirming His Birth           2:7-23 
01/08  Strength in Temptation       4:1-11 
01/15  Acts of Healing                9:27-34; 
                                                      11:2-6 
01/22  Declared in Prayer         11:25-30 
01/29 Revealed in Rejection     13:54-58 
02/05  Canaanite Woman         15:21-28 
02/12  Declared by Peter          16:13-27 
02/19  Witnessed by Disciples    17:1-12 
02/26  Anointed in Bethany         26-6-13 
03/04  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

Emmanuel With Us To Overcome Times of 
Indecision (Matt 1:18-19) 
 

Solving indecision through the indwelling Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is with us to teach us what to say  (Luke 
12:12) 
The Holy Spirit is with us to teach and remind us of all 
things (John 14:26) 
The Holy Spirit is with us to warn us  (Acts 20:22-23) 
The Holy Spirit is with us to help us understand  (1 Cor 
2:12-14) 
The Holy Spirit is with us to lead us into the truth  (John 
16:13-15) 

Solving indecision through justice and righteousness 
With us in justice and righteousness to make us part of the 
Kingdom of God  (Rom 14:17) 
With us in justice and righteousness to make our lights shine 
before others  (Matt 5:16) 
With us in justice and righteousness to free us from sin at 
work within us  (Rom 7:21-25) 
With us in justice and righteousness to make us instruments 
of righteousness  (Rom 6:13) 
With us in justice and righteousness to make our spirits alive 
(Rom 8:10) 

Solving indecision through conviction of God 
With us to convict us through God's Word  (James 2:8-10) 
With us to convict us through judgment and conscience  (1 
Cor 4:4) 
With us to convict us about the truth  (1 John 3:19-20) 
With us to convict us to clear ourselves of wrongdoing  (2 Cor 
7:11) 

 
 

Emmanuel With Us Providing Promises  (Matt 
1:20-23) 
 

Promises through messengers 
Promises through messages spoken by angels  (Heb 2:2) 
Laws put into effect by angels  (Acts 7:53) 
Laws put into effect through the Mediator  (Gal 3:19) 
Promises through the prophets  (Rom 1:2) 
A righteousness presented by the prophets  (Rom 3:21) 
Promised service performed by angels  (Heb 1:14) 

Promises through the Holy Spirit 
Promises sealed by the Holy Spirit  (Eph 1:13) 
Promises guarded by the Holy Spirit  (2 Tim 1:14) 
Promises testified by the gifts of the Holy Spirit  (Heb 2:4) 
Promises through preaching given by the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 
1:12) 
Promises spoken my men carried along by the Holy Spirit  (2 
Peter 1:21) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Promises of salvation 
Salvation promised through the gospel  (Rom 1:16) 
Salvation hoped for through faith  (1 Thess 5:8) 
Salvation promised and made wise through the Bible  (2 Tim 
3:15) 
Salvation promised at the second coming of Jesus  (Heb 9:27-28) 
Salvation promised as an inheritance  (1 Peter 1:3-5) 

Promises through the Bible 
Promised through the Bible as spoken to Abraham  (Gal 3:16) 
Promises through the Bible that were fulfilled through Jesus  (Matt 
5:17) 
Promises through the Bible that all will be blessed through Jesus  
(Gen 12:3) 
Promises through the Bible that Jesus will eternally rule (Gen 
49:10) 
Promises through the Bible that Jesus is God's salvation  (Luke 
3:6) 
Promises through the Bible concerning Jesus (Luke 24:27) 
Promises through the Bible that Jesus will be rejected  (Matt 
21:42) 
Promises through the Bible that state that all promises of God are 
yes through Jesus (2 Cor 1:20) 

 
 
 

Emmanuel With Us To Guide Us Into Obedience 
(Matt 1:24-25) 
 

Guidance in obedience of what to do 
With us to guide us into obedience through example  (John 13:15) 
With us to guide us into obedience through imitation  (Eph 5:1-2) 
With us to guide us into obedience through suffering  (1 Peter 2:21) 
With us to guide us into obedience through walking like Him  (1 
John 2:6) 
With us to guide us into obedience through love  (Gal 5:14) 
With us to guide us into obedience through setting the right attitude  
(Phil 2:5) 

Guidance in obedience of what not to do 
With us to guide what not to do by the Holy Spirit's leadership  
(Acts 16:6-7) 
With us to guide what not to do by speaking to us  (Isa 30:21) 
With us to guide what not to do through asking us to offer ourselves 
as living sacrifices  (Rom 12:1-2) 
With us to guide what not to do through the Bible  (2 Tim 3:16) 
With us to guide what not to do through hiding His Word in our 
hearts  (Ps 119:11)  


