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 Jesus Christ gave evidence that He was the promised Messiah through His prayer life. 
When He prayed, Jesus Christ prayed to His Father; He thus confirmed His 
relationship with Him and His rightful claim to be the Messiah. As a praying 
Messiah, Jesus Christ also gave evidence that He was fully dependent upon the 
Father to fulfill His mission. The Savior of the world had to be perfectly selfless to give 
His life as a sacrifice for sin. When believers pray, they too have to pray with a sense of 
selflessness. They also must fully depend on the Father. C. S. Lewis said, "The moment you 
wake up each morning, all your wishes and hopes for the day rush at you like wild animals. 
And the first job each morning consists in shoving it all back; in listening to that other voice, 
taking that other point of view, letting that other, larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing 
in" (www.sermonillustrations.com). As the promised Messiah, Jesus delighted in thanking and 
praising His Father in prayer for His sovereign choices of hiding and revealing. God the 
Father chose to hide the spiritual significance of Jesus' messianic ministry from self-sufficient 
individuals, and He chose to reveal the spiritual significance of His messianic ministry to 
individuals who were humble and had a teachable character. Prayer is a spiritual discipline 
that demonstrates a person's faith and trust. The present-day culture tempts believers to 
embrace a self-sufficient worldview that prefers the creature over the Creator. The Apostle 
Paul challenged believers to reject that temptation through renewed minds that result in self-
control (cf. Rom. 12:2-3). Jesus had just declared the Father's sovereign choice of revealing 
significant spiritual truths to people who were humble and teachable. Jesus then further 
revealed to His listeners that He was (and is) the primary agent of divine revelation, for He 
alone possessed perfect knowledge of those spiritual realities and the authority to reveal them 
to whomever He chose. When believers pray, they place themselves in a spiritual 
relationship with the Father through the Son, superintended by the Holy Spirit, that 
results in knowledge and understanding of God's will. This helps believers fulfill Paul's 
admonition to genuinely recognize and approve God's will as worthy (cf. Rom. 12:2). Jesus 
Christ is not only the one who alone reveals the Father; He also is the one who invites the 
weary and burdened into His restful presence. While there, Jesus desires that His followers 
learn from the truth that He imparts to them. Compared to the burdensome demands of the 
Pharisees, Jesus' invitation to discipleship was gentle, for He was the fulfillment of the law.  
Just as Jesus always lived with a sense of the Father's presence and fellowshipped with Him 
when He prayed, believers too should enjoy the presence of the Lord in a loving relationship.   
                                                                              (From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator) 
 
 

Practical Points of our text from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
• God is not impressed by human wisdom; He delights in one's dependence upon 

Him (Matt. 11:25) 
• God's delights are not ours; He highly values what we discard and discards what we 

treasure (vs. 26) 
• Anyone who claims to know God but does not know Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Saviour is either deceived or a liar (vs. 27) 
• To know Christ is to find relief from the toil of ambition, anxiety, and self-

justification (vs. 28) 
• To know Christ we must first know true humility (vs. 29) 
• Christ's yoke is joyously light compared with the endless futility of self-righteousness 

(vs. 30)  
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Draw Close 
 

The time we spend with God each 
day Through prayer and reading of 
His Word Will help us face what 

comes our way And draw us closer 
to the Lord. The roots of stability 

come from  being grounded in 
God’s Word and prayer. 

 

Let us draw near with a true heart  
in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled  from an evil 
conscience... 
                      (Heb 10:22 NJKV)  
 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", Dec 30, 2009) 
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Jesus Christ the Fulfillment 

A Study in Matthew 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/04  Lineage of Jesus               1:1-17; 
                                            Ruth 4:13-17 
12/11  Emmanuel's Birth             1:18-25 
12/18  Confirming His Birth          2:7-23 
01/08  Special Lesson       Bro. Cisneros 
01/15  Strength in Temptation       4:1-11 
01/22  Acts of Healing     9:27-34; 11:2-6 
01/29 Declared in Prayer Pt1    11:25-30 
02/05 Declared in Prayer Pt2  11:25-30 
02/12 Revealed in Rejection     13:54-58 
02/19  Canaanite Woman         15:21-28 
02/26  Declared by Peter          16:13-27 
03/04  Witnessed by Disciples    17:1-12 
03/11  Anointed in Bethany         26-6-13 
03/18  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
PRAYER OF REVELATION (MATT 11:25-27) 

Revelation of hidden things to the elect (25-26) 
God does have hidden things that He keeps from us, but 
what He reveals belongs to us (Deut 29:29) 
God is the One who reveals hidden things to man (Matt 
16:17) 
God reveals hidden things through the words and 
teachings of Jesus (John 17:6-8) 
God reveals hidden things through the Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation (Eph 1:17-18) 
God reveals hidden things through understanding given 
by Jesus (1 John 5:20) 
God's wisdom is a delight because in Him are hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col 2:2-3) 
God provides a Spirit of revelation of hidden things 
(Eph 1:17) 
Revelation through the mind of Jesus of hidden things 
(1 Cor 2:16) 
Misunderstandings many times comes from hidden 
things and things we are afraid to ask about (Luke 9:42-
45) 
God reveals hidden things through His Holy Spirit (1 
Cor 2:12-14) 

Revelation of knowledge to the elect (27) 
Knowledge from the enrichment of God (1 Cor 1:5) 
Knowledge from the light of God in our hearts (2 Cor 
4:6) 
Knowledge and insight to discern what is best and pure 
(Phil 1:9-11) 
Knowledge of the mystery of God (Col 2:2-3) 
Knowledge that is renewed by God (Col 3:9-10) 
Knowledge and good judgment (Ps 119:66) 
Knowledge that comes from God (Prov 2:6-10) 
Knowledge that preserves life (Eccl 7:12) 
Knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:3-4) 
Knowledge obtained from God's Divine power (2 Pet 
1:3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER OF APPROACHABILITY (MATT 11:28-30) 

Approachable for rest (28) 
A rest through the goodness of God (Ps 116:7) 
A rest for the weary (Isa 28:12) 
A rest like the peace of a river (Isa 48:17-18) 
A rest for the soul (Jer 6:16) 
A rest that will not be entered by those who do not 
believe (Heb 3:18-19) 
A rest that is an inheritance of which God will never 
forsake (Ps 94:13-14) 
A rest that is peaceful and secure (Isa 32:18) 
A rest that provides relief from troubles (2 Thess 1:7) 
A rest that is a blessing for those who are dead and who 
die in the Lord (Rev 14:13) 

Approachable for learning (29) 
Learning from Jesus by being where He is (Mark 10:1) 
Learning from Jesus is listening to what the Holy Spirit 
teaches us (John 14:26) 
Learning from Jesus is seeking His mind (1 Cor 2:13-16) 
Learning from Jesus is opening our minds to His 
influence (Matt 7:7-8) 
Learning from Jesus is listening to those who teach what 
Jesus taught them (Matt 28:19-20) 
Learning from Jesus is making it a priority to sit at Jesus' 
feet and be taught by Him (Luke 10:38-42) 
Learning from Jesus is listening to everything Jesus tells 
us (Acts 3:22) 
Learning from Jesus is being taught according to the 
truth that is in Jesus (Eph 4:21-24) 

Approachability that is easy (30) 
Approaching Jesus is easy because He has set us free 
from the yoke of sin (Gal 5:1) 
Approaching Jesus is easy because His commands are 
not burdensome (1 John 5:3) 
Approaching Jesus is easy because His commands are a 
joy and light to our eyes (Ps 19:7-8) 
Approaching Jesus is easy because He has overcome the 
world to give us peace (John 16:33) 
Approaching Jesus is easy because He provides comfort 
in the times of our troubles (2 Cor 1:3-4) 
Approaching Jesus is easy because He promises an 
eternal glory that outweighs any troubles we may have (2 
Cor 4:17) 
Approaching Jesus is easy because His grace is sufficient 
and strong in our weaknesses (2 Cor 12:9-10) 
Approaching Jesus is easy because we can do all things 
in His strength (Phil 4:13) 

 


