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 Jesus was in Bethany toward the end of His ministry. While there He had a meal in the 
house of Simon the leper. At some point Jesus must have healed him from leprosy, and out of 
deep gratitude, Simon invited Jesus and His disciples for a meal. During the course of the meal, 
Mary, the sister of Lazarus, took a jar of precious ointment and poured it on Jesus' head and 
feet (Matt. 26:6-7; John 12:13). This ointment was the equivalent of a year's pay for the 
common man (John 12:5). Mary gave the Lord an extremely expensive gift, probably her life 
savings. We need to remember that the Lord did not ask her to do this. Her lavish gift was a 
voluntary act of unusual generosity. When the disciples saw the costliness of her gift, they were 
irate. They wanted to know why she had not sold the ointment and given the proceeds to the 
poor. They assessed her gift as a great waste. We can learn a lesson from their judgmental 
attitude. It was not their place to tell this woman how she should give to the Lord. This was a 
private matter between her and God. We should allow people to give as they feel led by the 
Lord and not pry into an area that is none of our business. All of the disciples criticized Mary 
(Matt. 26:8), especially Judas (John 12:4). His concern for the poor, however, was a pretense; 
his real concern was to get his hands on Mary's money and use it on himself. Instead of 
rebuking this woman, Jesus commended her for having the foresight to anoint His body 
for burial in advance (Matt. 26:12). Even though the disciples did take the Lord's repeated 
words concerning His rapidly approaching death seriously, Mary of Bethany took them very 
seriously. She believed that when Jesus said something, He meant it! He was soon going to die 
in Jerusalem, and this was the only clear opportunity to honor Him by anointing His body for 
burial. We also need to recognize special opportunities to honor and serve our Lord. 
There are many opportunities that are continually present, such as giving to the poor. 
However, other opportunities are here today but gone tomorrow, as was the opportunity to 
anoint the body of Jesus for burial. Had Mary not been alert, she could have easily missed this 
unique opportunity. Some argue that Mary did not really know what she was doing and that 
Jesus credited her with motives that she did not have. In other words, Jesus made her act mean 
more than she meant. It makes good sense, however, to believe that she meant by her act of 
anointing what Jesus said she meant. She deliberately poured perfume on Jesus' body to anoint 
His body for burial. That this was her true motivation can be seen in the tremendous praise 
that the Lord heaped upon her. Wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, this 
woman's act of devotion to Christ will also be proclaimed. Apart from this woman's genuine 
intention to anoint the Lord's body for burial, it would be very difficult to explain Jesus' 
marvelous tribute to her. We need to take comfort in Jesus' power to see what is truly in 
our hearts. Mary's act of devotion was a testimony of her faith in Jesus.    
                                                                                          (From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator) 
 

 Like the woman who anointed Jesus, we need to realize that Jesus is the pinnacle of all that 
God has done in the world. God has given us the same responsibility that he gave to Israel: to 
care for those who have need (James 1:27; etc.). But the greatest need is to know the one who 
was God made flesh, who rose to conquer death. Today we can honor him with 
extravagance like that of the woman who anointed him. We do it not with expensive 
anointing oil, but with the extravagant devotion of our lives (Rom 12:1). It is sobering 
to realize how close we can come to Judas’s action in selling out Jesus for a meager 
sum. We can spend all our time and energy trying to get ahead in life. In so doing, we 
end up taking the life that God gave us to pour out in Christ’s service and trading it for 
a few pieces of silver. Remember: “Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me will find it” (Matthew 16:25). There is no foolishness in the extravagant gift 
of our lives to the Christ who gave his life for us.    
                                                                                        (From the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary)  
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Lion Oil   
 

Some people in East Africa  pour 
lion oil on themselves, hoping to 
gain courage and strength for some 
great task. Divine anointing is 
performed by God Himself on all 
who have the wonderful privilege 
of becoming His children.  
 

Now He who establishes us with you 
in Christ and has anointed us is God, 
who also has sealed us and given us 
the Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee.    (Ezek 43:2  NJKV)  
 

From "Our Daily Bread", May 17, 1995) 

Mar 11, 2012 
 

 

Jesus Christ the Fulfillment 

A Study in Matthew 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/04  Lineage of Jesus               1:1-17; 
                                            Ruth 4:13-17 
12/11  Emmanuel's Birth             1:18-25 
12/18  Confirming His Birth          2:7-23 
01/08  Special Lesson       Bro. Cisneros 
01/15  Strength in Temptation       4:1-11 
01/22  Acts of Healing     9:27-34; 11:2-6 
01/29 Declared in Prayer Pt1    11:25-30 
02/05 Declared in Prayer Pt2    11:25-30 
02/12 Revealed in Rejection     13:54-58 
02/19  Canaanite Woman         15:21-28 
02/26  Declared by Peter          16:13-27 
03/04  Witnessed by Disciples    17:1-12 
03/11  Anointed in Bethany      26-6-13 
03/18  Review and Summary 



 

Page 2 of 2 

NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 
THE INCIDENT OF THE ANOINTING (MATT 26:6-7) 

An anointing at an unusual place (6) 
An unusual place, but Jesus is always willing to be with and help us (Matt 8:2-4) 
An unusual place that many times is criticized (Luke 7:34-37) 
An unusual place where Jesus can seek and save the lost (Luke 19:7-10) 
An unusual place that helps identify the Deity of Jesus (Matt 11:2-6) 

An offering of anointing above and beyond (7) 
An offering beyond ability  (2 Cor 8:3) 
An offering of all one has (Mark 12:43-44) 
An offering that is given, even though it is the last (1 Kings 17:8-13) 
An offering of a life of service (Phil 2:29-30) 

 
 
THE INDIGNATION OF THE ANOINTING (MATT 26:8-9) 

An indignation using human logic (8) 
Human logic and wisdom that comes from Satan (James 3:13-17) 
Human logic causes us to be carnal minded (1 Cor 3:1-4) 
Human logic causes envy (1 Tim 6:3-5) 
Human logic hinders our spiritual growth (1 Peter 2:1-3) 
Human logic that uses persuasive words that have no power (1 Cor 2:3-7) 
Human logic is foolishness in God's sight (1 Cor 3:18-20) 
Human logic causes our minds to be futile and darkened (Rom 1:21-22) 

An indignation over the motive (9) 
A motive that was not selfish (James 4:3) 
A motive that lays treasures in heaven (1 Tim 6:17-19) 
A motive of delighting oneself in God (Ps 37:4) 
A motive of being a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1) 

 
 
THE IMPLICATION OF THE ANOINTING (MATT 26:10-13) 

An anointing accepted and honored  (10-12) 
Accepted because it is done willingly  (2 Cor 8:12) 
Accepted because it offered right  (Gen 4:2-7) 
Accepted because of giving out of love  (Eph 5:1-2) 
Accepted because of sacrificial giving  (Phil 4:16-18) 
Accepted because of steadfast faith  (2 Tim 4:6-8) 
Accepted because of being in the household of God  (1 Peter 2:5) 

An offering rewarded (13) 
Rewarded because of being generous  (Ps 112:5-6) 
Rewarded by the commendation of God  (2 Cor 10:18) 
Rewarded because it survived the test  (1 Cor 3:13-14) 
Rewarded because of giving in secret  (Matt 6:2-4) 
Rewarded because of providing for God's people  (Matt 10:42) 

 


