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The theme of the dialog between Job and his friends deals with the reason for sufferings 
in the lives of those who are outwardly righteous. In particular, it deals with the reason 
for the sufferings of Job. The dialog is carried out by means of three cycles of speeches. 
Each cycle of speeches is made up of a speech by each of Job's friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, 
and Zophar) and a reply in turn to each of these speeches by Job. In the third cycle of 
speeches, the speech of Bildad is very brief and there is no speech by Zophar. So there is 
a total of sixteen speeches by Job and his friends. The essence of the arguments of Job's 
three friends vary in their details but they are in their essence the same argument. Their 
argument may be summarized by the following summations: (1) All who suffer are 
sinners, (2) Job is suffering, (3) Therefore Job is a sinner. Since Job's sufferings are 
punishments for his sins, his friends recommend that Job admit that he is a hypocrite (Ps 
52:4-5) and confess his sins and then perhaps God will show him mercy and restore him 
to health and prosperity (2 Chron 7:14). 
 

The different bases of their argument 
• Eliphaz is a mystic who bases his argument upon a vision received from God, 

4:15-17. 
• Bildad is a traditionalist who bases his argument upon the teachings of the 

fathers, 8:8-10. 
• Zophar is a dogmatist who bases his argument upon his own wisdom (his own 

common sense), chapter eleven 
 

The ways of presenting their argument 
• Elpihaz is (at first) wise and considerate in his presentation. 
• Bildad is direct and blunt in his presentation. 
• Zophar is dogmatic,  arrogant,  and intolerant in his presentation. 

 

The fallacy of their argument of suffering is too narrow. Sin causes suffering but all 
suffering is not caused by sin. God does send suffering to punish men (Prov 3:11-12) but 
He also sends suffering to try men (Ps 139:23-24), to chasten men (Ps 94:12-13), restrain 
men (Ps 141:3-4), etc. Great numbers of persons today, like Job's friends, believe that all 
human suffering is the direct result of personal sin. They have not read or else they do 
not believe what God said to Job's three friends: "My wrath is kindled against thee, . . ., 
for you have not spoken of me the thing that is right," 42:7. Job knew that he was 
outwardly righteous and that his sufferings were not punishments for sins, so the 
arguments and the accusations of his friends only increased his misery and caused him to 
justify himself and to rashly accuse God. Often we, lacking wisdom, are "miserable 
comforters" when we try to comfort our suffering friends. The friends of Job were 
sincere in their discourses to Job. They really believed they were speaking words of truth, 
words that Job needed to hear. They were sincere but they were sincerely wrong. The 
things needed rather than their argument instead of philosophy, logic, argument, and 
rebuke, Job needed love, sympathy, and comfort (Ps 69:20).  
 

The rebuttal of Job came in two types: 
1. Job's negative argument - The theology of his friends is not always true. 

• It is not true in his case - Suffering is not always punishment for acts of 
outward sin, for he is suffering and he has no acts of outward sin, 10:3-18. 

• It is not true in the case of others - Often we see the righteous plagued, 9:17, 
and the wicked prospering, 9:24; 21:7-13; 24: 1-12. The theology of Job's 
friends is not true when it is placed in the test tube of life. 

2. Job's positive argument -  The  Lord  is  treating  him unjustly. Since Job knows 
that he is not suffering for his outward sins (for he has none) and since he does 
not know of any other just reason for his suffering, he concludes that God is 
unjustly causing him to suffer, 10:3- 18.  
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Food for Thought 
 
Most people will agree that 
ultimately God blesses the 
righteous, His own people, and 
judges the wicked; but that is not 
the question discussed in Job. It is 
not the ultimate but the 
immediate about which Job and 
his three friends are concerned, 
and not only they but also David 
(Ps. 37), Asaph (Ps. 73), and even 
the Prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 12:1-6) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/15  Introduction to Job 
04/22  Heavenly Discussion Pt1     Job 1 
04/29  Heavenly Discussion Pt2     Job 1 
05/06  Suffering and Friends          Job 2 
05/13  Job's Complaint                   Job 3 
05/20  Suffer/Controversy P1 Job 4-31 
05/27  Suffer / Controversy P2  Job 4-31 
06/03  Elihu Speeches            Job 32-37 
06/10 God's Responses          Job 38-39 
06/17 Confession & Answers  Job 40-41 
06/24 Confession and Prayer      Job 42 
07/01  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 

The first cycle of speeches between Job and his three friends chs. 4-14 
• Eliphaz's first speech chs. 4-5  

• Job 4:7-8, 12-13 (It is not the innocent but the wicked that God punishes. This came in a vision) 
• Job 5:8, 17 (Commit your cause to God and accept His discipline)  

• Job's first reply to Eliphaz chs. 6-7 
• Job 6:14, 22-24 (Be kind to me because I am afflicted by God) 
• Job 7:20-21 (Where have I sinned) 

• Bildad's first speech ch. 8 
• Job 8:3, 5-6, 20 (God is Just; seek God and repent) 

• Job's first reply to Bildad chs. 9-10 
• Job 9:2-3, 32-33 (Who can be righteous before God, I have no advocate) 
• Job 10:2, 4, 7, 20 (Why is God condemning me, I am not wicked; I need comfort) 

• Zophar's first speech ch. 11 
• Job 11:13-14 (Search your heart and find the sin, then repent of it) 

• Job's first reply to Zophar chs. 12-14 
• Job 12:4 (Don�t mock me) 
• Job 13:3, 13, 15, 18, 23 (Let me reason with God; I am prepared to trust God�s judgment because I 

know I will be vindicated; yet I want God to show me my iniquities)  
• Job 14:1 (Life is full of troubles) 

 
The second cycle of speeches between Job and his three friends chs. 15-21 

• Eliphaz's second speech ch. 15 
• Job 15:6, 8, 20 (You condemn yourself; you must have sinned) 

• Job's second reply to Eliphaz chs. 16-17 
• Job 16:2, 4-5, 7-8 (I find no comfort from my friends, in fact, you have made me more saddened) 
• Job 17:1 (I am grieved in my spirit and ready to die) 

• Bildad's second speech ch. 18 
• Job 18:5, 21 (You are saddened because you have been wicked and you are acting like you do not 

know God) 
• Job's second reply to Bildad ch. 19 

• Job 19:6, 25-27 (I believe that God has wronged me, yet I still believe I am saved and will one day 
be in heaven) 

• Zophar's second speech ch. 20 
• Job 20:4-7, 29 (Know that God eventually punishes the wicked even if they think they can get 

away with their sin, this is a promise from God) 
• Job's second reply to Zophar ch. 21 

• Job 21:27-28, 34 (I know why you are saying these things, but you are wrong; how do you think 
you are my comfort when you are so wrong in your judgment of me) 


