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Job's second reply to God 42:1-6 
 

Job's words reveal the changes that God's revelations had produced in him. He was 
aware as never before that God had all power and all wisdom. This resulted in an attitude 
of awe and submission (verse 2). He saw that it was foolish for him to question God's 
actions. God knew what He was doing even though Job did not. Job had heard of God 
from others previously. This limited secondhand knowledge had led him to some false 
conclusions. Now, after more revelation, he saw God more clearly. He had greater 
spiritual insight (verse 5). This greater understanding of God enabled Job to understand 
himself better. He saw both God and himself more realistically.  Job evidently not only 
withdrew his charges against God but also despised and rejected his attitude of pride. Job 
had previously expressed remorse over his losses, but now he grieved over his sins. Job's 
repentance seems to have been more than turning from his sorrowful condition. He 
changed his mind and abandoned his rebellious pride and arrogance toward God. 
Temptation to become distressed overtakes us all when bad things happen to us. We 
want to know why things happen as they do. If we know that God is in control and that 
in His loving wisdom He has permitted our suffering and controls it, we do not need to 
know why we are in pain. That is not to say we should stop trying to discover reasons. 
Our suffering may be due to our sin, as Job's three friends said, or because God wants to 
teach us something, as Elihu affirmed. However, suffering may not be our lot for these 
reasons. When we cannot determine why we are suffering, we can still rest in God and 
continue to trust and obey Him, because we know He is sovereign and loving. This is a 
very important perspective to help other people who are suffering to see. By sharing it, 
we can be genuine comforters, not miserable comforters like Job's friends. 
 
 

JOB'S FRIENDS 42:7-9 
 

Satan and Job's wife (who are prominent in the prologue as agents of evil who try to get 
Job to curse God) are intentionally omitted in this chapter. This deliberate omission 
emphasizes a major teaching of the book, namely, that man's relationship to God is not a 
'give-and-get' bargain nor a business contract of mutual benefit. God addressed Eliphaz 
but also had Bildad and Zophar in view. He evidently excluded Elihu because he had not 
misrepresented God as the other three friends had. Their error was limiting God's 
sovereignty. By asserting that God always punishes the wicked and rewards the righteous 
in this life, they were limiting God and committing a sin that required a sacrifice for 
atonement (covering). Modern prosperity theology advocates should take note! Job 
evidently forgave his friends as God had forgiven him (cf. Matt. 6:12), and prayed for 
them as a priest (cf. 1:5; Matt. 5:44). Job stood as a mediator between his friends and 
God. He had previously felt the need of a mediator himself. They had attempted to 
restore Job to God by philosophy. He is now to be the means of restoring them by 
prayer. Rather than judging Job, God accepted him because he was indeed His "servant," 
not the rebel that his friends accused him of being. The writer used the word "servant" 
four times in these verses. Job had served God, among other ways, by being the vehicle 
through whom God brought the revelation of this book to its readers.  
 
 

                                                                          (Adapted from “Notes on Job” by Thomas Constable) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 
 

Job is one of the Bible's most 
helpful books in showing us 
how to face life's problems. 
First, it teaches us to humble 
ourselves before God, 
secondly it teaches us to obey 
God and finally it teaches us to 
trust God to work out His 
beneficent purposes in our 
lives. 
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God’s Sovereignty 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/15  Introduction to Job 
04/22  Heavenly Discussion Pt1     Job 1 
04/29  Heavenly Discussion Pt2     Job 1 
05/06  Suffering and Friends          Job 2 
05/13  Job's Complaint                   Job 3 
05/20  Suffer/Controversy P1    Job 4-31 
05/27  Suffer/Controversy P2    Job 4-31 
06/03  Elihu Speeches            Job 32-37 
06/10 God's Responses          Job 38-39 
06/17 Confess & Answers       Job 40-41 
06/24 Confession and Prayer    Job 42 
07/01  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

JOB'S FORTUNE 42:10-17 
 

Notice that God began to prosper Job again after he interceded for his friends (verse 10), not just after he repented. His 
willingness to pray for his enemies showed the genuineness of the transformation that had taken place in his heart. He no 
longer felt antagonistic toward God but accepting of his enemies (cf. Matt. 6:15). The Lord increased all that Job possessed 
twofold (verse 10). 
 

Does the fact that God eventually blessed Job materially in life for his godliness prove Job's three friends were right after all? 
Is the basis of man's relationship with God really retribution? No, God did not reward Job in life primarily because he was 
good but because God is gracious. The basis of people's relationship with God is grace. The Book of Job does not deny the 
fact that God blesses the righteous. However, it shows that this principle has exceptions if we look at life only this side of 
the grave. Because God is sovereign He can deal with anyone as He chooses for reasons only He knows. Nevertheless He 
always deals justly (cf. Rom. 9:14). 
 

The restoration of Job's prosperity was not the reward of his piety, but the indication that the trial was over. Any judge who 
left a defendant to languish in prison after he had been declared innocent would be condemned as iniquitous, and if Job's 
trials had continued after he was acquitted it would have been similarly iniquitous. 
 

This chapter assures us that, no matter what happens to us, God always writes the last chapter. Therefore, we don't have to be 
afraid. We can trust God to do what is right, no matter how painful our situation might be. . . . His [Job's] greatest blessing 
was knowing God better and understanding His working in a deeper way." 
 
 

                                                                                                                      (Adapted from “Notes on Job” by Thomas Constable) 
 
 

COMMENTARY ON JOB 42:5 - "Eyes see you" 
From Matthew Henry's Commentary 
I have known something of thy greatness, and power, and sovereign dominion; and yet was not brought, by what I 
heard, to submit myself to thee as I ought. The notions I had of these things served me only to talk of, and had not a 
due influence upon my mind. But now thou hast by immediate revelation discovered thyself to me in thy glorious 
majesty; now my eyes see thee; now I feel the power of those truths which before I had only the notion of, and 
therefore now I repent, and unsay what I have foolishly said.  

 
 

COMMENTARY ON JOB 42:7 - "Right" 
From Barnes' Notes 
This must be understood comparatively. God did not approve of all that Job had said, but the meaning is, that his 
general views of his government were just. The main position which he had defended in contradistinction from his 
friends was correct, for his arguments tended to vindicate the divine character, and to uphold the divine government. It 
is to be remembered, also, as Bouiller has remarked, that there was a great difference in the circumstances of Job and the 
three friends-circumstances modifying the degrees of blameworthiness chargeable to each. Job uttered indeed, some 
improper sentiments about God and his government; he expressed himself with irreverence and impatience; he used a 
language of boldness and complaint wholly improper, but this was done in the agony of mental and bodily suffering, and 
when provoked by the severe and improper charges of hypocrisy brought by his friends. What "they" said, on the 
contrary, was unprovoked. It was when they were free from suffering, and when they were urged to it by no severity of 
trial. It was, moreover, when every consideration required them to express the language of condolence, and to comfort a 
suffering friend.  

 
 
 

KEY CROSS-REFERENCE VERSES: 
• Sovereignty of God - Job 42:2 (Jer 32:17; Isa 46:9-10) 
• Humility before God - Job 42:3-4 (Mic 6:8; Isa 6:5)  
• Repentance - Job 42:5-6 (2 Cor 7:10-11; Ps 51:4)  
• God's wrath is aroused against sin - Job 42:7-8 (Rom 1:18; Rom 2:5; 2 Peter 2:7-10)  
• God's forgiveness and grace - Job 42:9-17 (1 John 1:8-10; Eph 1:7; Ps 86:5; James 5:11; Prov 10:22)  

 


