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 Who was James? There are several men in the New Testament by that name. We know that 
this James was not the apostle James, brother of John, because he was martyred in A.D. 44, too 
early for this epistle. The vast majority of scholars agree that the author of James was the half-
brother of Jesus (Matt. 13:55). Apparently he did not believe in Jesus as Lord until after the 
resurrection, when the risen Savior appeared to him (see John 7:5; 1 Cor. 15:7). He became the 
leader of the church in Jerusalem in the years following the Day of Pentecost (Gal. 2:9; Acts 15:13
-29; 21:17-25). He became known as “James the Just” (or, “Righteous”) because of his well-
known holiness. 
 

 Some of the readers had probably been members of the church in Jerusalem, but they had 
scattered into many locations because of the persecution that arose after the death of Stephen 
(Acts 8:1; 11:19-20). Because of anti-Semitism in the Roman Empire, these believers in Christ 
were often the brunt of hostility both from the pagan world, as well as from their own people. 
Word got back to James of some of the difficulties that these brethren were encountering: 
affliction from without (5:1-6) and, as often happens at such times, conflicts within (2:1-13; 4:1-
12). Some were lapsing into a superficial, formal religion that professed orthodox beliefs, but 
practiced selfish, ungodly lifestyles (1:22-27; 2:14-26; 3:9-12). As a pastor, James writes to these 
scattered Jewish believers to make the point: True faith shows itself in practical, godly living. 
He develops several themes: endurance through trials; the dangers of riches and encouragement 
to the poor; the law and love; faith and works; the coming of the Lord; and, humility. But his 
main point is that true biblical faith works. Many writers claim that there is no unifying theme 
to James, but that it is just a series of unrelated, random exhortations. But, as difficult as it may be 
to outline the book, I think that the contents may be arranged under this theme of true faith. 
James is giving a series of tests by which one may determine whether his faith is genuine or 
false (D. Edmond Hiebert makes this point, “The Unifying Theme of the Epistle of James,” 
Bibliotheca Sacra [135:539, July-September, 1978], pp. 221-231). I offer this outline:  
 

Introduction: Author and recipients (1:1). 
1. True faith responds with practical godliness under testing (1:2-27) 

A. True faith responds with joy when it faces testing (1:2-4) 
B. True faith seeks God for wisdom in times of testing (1:5-8) 
C. True faith adopts God’s eternal perspective in both poverty and riches (1:9-11) 
D. True faith perseveres under testing, not blaming God for temptations (1:12-18) 
E. True faith obeys God’s word, even when provoked (1:19-27) 

2. True faith shows itself in practical obedience (2:1-26) 
A. True faith does not show partiality (2:1-7) 
B. True faith practices biblical love (2:8-13) 
C. True faith proves itself by its works (2:14-26) 

3. True faith controls the tongue and acts with gentle wisdom (3:1-18) 
A. True faith controls the tongue (3:1-12) 
B. True faith acts with gentle wisdom (3:13-18) 

4. True faith resists arrogance by humbling oneself before God (4:1-5:18) 
A. True faith practices humility in relationships (4:1-12) 
B. True faith practices humility with regard to the future (4:13-17) 
C. True faith practices humility by waiting for God to judge the wicked who have wronged us 
(5:1-11) 
D. True faith practices humility by speaking the truth apart from self-serving oaths (5:12) 
E. True faith practices humility by depending upon God through prayer (5:13-18) 

Conclusion: True faith practices biblical love by seeking to restore those who have strayed from 
the truth (5:19-20). 
                                                          (Adapted from "Sermons on James" by Steven J. Cole)  
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Food for Thought 
 

Investment Advice 
 

Now is the time to invest in eternity. 
Let us grow up into Christ, Claiming 

His life and its powers The triumphs of 
grace in the heavenly place That our 

conquering Lord has made ours. 
 

5 But also for this very reason, giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue, to 
virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to 
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 
kindness love. 8 For if these things are 
yours and abound, you will be neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
                         (2 Peter 1:5-8 NKJV) 
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Maturing in the Faith 
A Study in James 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 
07/08  Introduction to James 
07/15  Trials and Temptations       1:1-17 
07/22  Faith and God’s Word      1:18-27 
07/29  Faith and Impartiality          2:1-13 
08/05  Faith and Actions             2:14-17 
08/12  Saving Faith                     2:18-26 
08/19  Controlling our Tongues     3:1-12 

08/26  Faith and Wisdom            3:13-18 
09/02  Godly Behavior                   4:1-17 
09/09  Faith and Money                  5:1-6 
09/16  Patient Faith                       5:7-11 
09/23  Faith and Prayer               5:12-20 
09/30  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

Another Outline of  James 
 

• Salutation   (1:1)  
• True Religion Is Developed by Trials and Testing (1:2-15)  

• Joy is the correct response to times of testing (1:2)  
• The testing of faith can result in steadfastness which, when mature, enables us to be perfect, complete, 

and lacking in nothing (1:3-4)  
• True wisdom comes from God and is available to those who ask in faith, not doubting (1:5-8)  
• Wealth may be a test of faith, not a proof of faith (1:9-11)  
• Perseverance under trial leads to blessing (1:12)  
• Temptation comes from within, not from God, and is to be resisted (1:13-15)  

• True Religion Is Initiated by Faith (1:16-2:26)  
• Salvation by faith is a gift from God, as are all good gifts (1:16-17)  
• Salvation as an expression of God's will is related to God's Word (1:18-27)  

• We are to receive God's Word (1:18-21)  
• We are to do God's Word, not just hear it (1:22-27)  

• Saving faith does not show favoritism but shows love to all (2:1-13)  
• Saving faith issues in godly attitudes and actions (2:14-26)  

• True Religion Is Guided by Wisdom (3:1-18)  
• The wise person controls the tongue (3:1-12)  
• Earthly wisdom is characterized by evil attitudes and actions (3:13-16)  
• The wise person's life is characterized by moral behavior (3:17-18)  

• True Religion Is Demonstrated by Works (4:1-5:12)  
• Avoid acting selfishly instead of asking God (4:1-3)  
• Avoid being friendly with the world (4:4-5)  
• Possess the proper attitude toward self--being humble, not proud or presumptuous (4:6-10)  
• Avoid speaking against or judging other Christians (4:11-12)  
• Avoid presuming on God's time (4:13-16)  
• Do not fail to do what you know is right (4:17)  
• Avoid depending on wealth (5:1-3)  
• Avoid treating persons unjustly (5:4-6)  
•  Do not be impatient, for the Lord is coming (5:7-11)  
•  Do not take oaths (5:12)  

• True Religion Is Expressed in Prayer (5:13-20)  
• Prayer, including intercession, is a significant part of true religion (5:13-16)  

• Prayer is a proper response to suffering and illness (5:13-14)  
• Prayers are to be offered in faith, with right motives (5:15)  

• Prayer includes confession of sins [5:16a] / The righteousness of the person praying is related to the 
effectiveness of the prayer [5:16b] (5:16)  

• All humans can pray and be heard (5:17-18)  
• Intercession for sinners is an important Christian responsibility (5:19-20)  

 
 

         —Holman Bible Dictionary Outlines  


