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 The U.S. Declaration of Independence boldly declares “all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights.” By incorporating a biblically 
influenced view of human dignity, those who wrote this struck a knockout blow against the 
perceived right of nobility to rule over the faceless hordes of commoners. Yet the writers’ own 
prejudices prevented them from seeing how excluding equal rights and dignity to slaves, women, 
and others contradicted their bold plan. Callous disregard for people of different races, tribes, and 
religious convictions is not just an American problem. It has played itself out against the 
backdrop of human history and continues today. One need think no further than the Nazi 
oppression of the Jews or Sunnis versus Shiites in Iraq. The Bible stands firmly against 
discrimination and prejudicial mistreatment of others for any reason. The lesson today is a key 
text in this regard. Today’s text expands on James 1:17–27 (last week) to show how vital it is for 
Christians to give words and feet to the gospel that is planted in their lives. An embarrassing 
feature of early Christian gatherings was that the wealthy were given preferential treatment. It is 
surprising that Christianity attracted any interest at all from the socially advantaged, since first-
century Christianity was not a dominant world religion as it is today. By all historical accounts, 
Christianity was viewed as an obscure sect that attracted an odd assortment of Jews, 
Gentiles, women, slaves, etc. Christianity did not emerge out of the shadow of Judaism until 
almost the second century A.D. Though a few people of advantage did attach themselves to 
Christianity, early Christianity was primarily a religion of people outside of power. “The 
crowd,” the nameless in Jewish society, were the ones who followed Jesus from place to 
place. He openly and compassionately associated with those “at the bottom”: tax collectors, 
widows, children, lepers, the demon-possessed, Samaritans, Gentiles. Mary’s song at Jesus’ birth 
prophesied the reversal of social positions that he would bring (Luke 1:52, 53). The reversal of 
position in Jesus’ kingdom is addressed in James 1:9–11 and is assumed to be the backdrop to 2:1
–13. Here, language similar to Jesus’ teaching as found in the Gospels is evident.     
                                                                              (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 

 It is not unusual for believers in Christ to cater to the rich and show disdain for the poor. 
This worldly perspective is part of human nature, we tend to focus on what we can see. If we 
want to be godly in how we assess others, we must retrain ourselves to ignore external 
distinctions. People in the church are often quite aware of when they are passed over for some 
position or ministry because a wealthier or better looking person is available. And nothing hurts 
worse than being treated that way in the world and then finding out that even your brothers in 
Christ are unwilling to look any deeper. It is even worse when this unwarranted distinction is 
emphasized in front of the whole congregation, as is described in our text. Besides the obvious 
rudeness that is involved in favoring the rich, James gave a spiritual reason for showing respect to 
the poor in the congregation. This is an example set by God Himself. He continually chose to 
honor the humble. In 1 Corinthians 1:26-28 Paul hit on the same issue as James.  God's way of 
doing things seems backward to the thinking of this world, but there actually are good, practical 
reasons for God not showing partiality to the rich. Generally speaking, it is those who are wealthy 
and powerful who have the most pride and show disdain for the things of God. The royal law 
that James wrote of is foundational to the unity of the church. When believers consider the needs 
of brothers and sisters in Christ to be more important than their own, a sweet spirit of Christian 
love is the result. Sadly, though, even the royal law can be used wrongly by showing favoritism. 
Humility is key in Christian service. If we show deference to the rich and refuse to lower 
ourselves to help brothers who are poor, we show that pride is thoroughly mixed into our 
righteous desire to serve others. More than that, we transgress God's laws. It is not possible to 
continually obey all of God's laws, but the law of love sums up all the law. Thus, if we break this 
comprehensive law, we have in a way broken all the laws. Therefore, if we want God to show 
mercy to us lowly lawbreakers, we should be merciful to the poor and lowly around us.  
                                                                           (from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator)  
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Food for Thought 
 

Critic in Disguise 
 

God lets us into His fellowship. Who are 
we to keep others out? In her fascinating 
book “Garlic and Sapphires: The Secret 
Life of a Critic in Disguise”, Ruth Reichl 
reflects on her years as a New York Times 
restaurant critic. Because she was the most 
influential critic in the country, top 
restaurants posted her photograph so their 
employees could recognize her. In 
response, Reichl developed a clever 
strategy. Hoping to be treated as a regular 
patron, she disguised herself. On one 
occasion, she dressed up as an old woman. 
The restaurant made her wait a long time 
to be seated and then was unresponsive to 
her requests.  
 

But if you show partiality, you are 
committing sin and are convicted by the law 
as transgressors. (James 2:9 NASB) 
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Maturing in the Faith 
A Study in James 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 
07/08  Introduction to James 
07/15  Trials and Temptations       1:1-17 
07/22  Faith and God’s Word      1:18-27 
07/29  Faith and Impartiality       2:1-13 
08/05  Faith and Actions             2:14-17 
08/12  Saving Faith                     2:18-26 
08/19  Controlling our Tongues     3:1-12 

08/26  Faith and Wisdom            3:13-18 
09/02  Godly Behavior                   4:1-17 
09/09  Faith and Money                  5:1-6 
09/16  Patient Faith                       5:7-11 
09/23  Faith and Prayer               5:12-20 
09/30  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
THE INJUSTICE OF PARTIALITY (JAMES 2:1-4) 

Injustice of partiality in faith (1) 
Injustice in faith by having a motive of pride (Matt 23:1-
7) 
Injustice in faith by associating with only friends and 
family (Luke 14:12-14) 
Injustice in faith through envy (John 4:1) 
Injustice in faith by using God's Word incorrectly to 
discriminate (Acts 10:28) 
Injustice in faith through peer pressures (Gal 2:11-13) 
Injustice in faith through boasting and thinking more 
highly of oneself than others (Luke 18:11-14) 

Injustice in practice (2-3) 
Injustice in practice because of status (Deut 1:17) 
Injustice in practice because of wealth (Lev 19:15) 
Injustice in practice through perverting justice (Deut 
16:19) 
Injustice in practice by not keeping God's Word (1 Tim 
5:21) 
Injustice in practice through secretly showing partiality 
(Job 13:10) 
Injustice in practice shouldn't be done because there is 
no partiality with God (Rom 2:11) 

Injustice in relationships (4) 
Injustice in relationships by allowing worldly standards 
to stand in the way of fellowship (John 4:27) 
Injustice in relationships should not happen because all 
Christians are one in Jesus (Gal 3:27-28) 
Injustice in relationships should not happen because all 
Christians are members of one body (1 Cor 12:12) 
Injustice in relationships should not happen because 
God has no distinction between Christians (Rom 10:12) 

 
 
THE INCONSISTENCY OF PARTIALITY (JAMES 2:5-7) 

God's view (5) 
God shows no partiality between the rich and the poor 
because they are all the work of His hands (Job 34:19) 
God is not unjust (Heb 6:10) 
God shows no partiality and accepts no bribes (Deut 
10:17) 
There is no injustice with God (2 Chron 19:7) 
God is Master over all (Eph 6:9) 
God judges impartially (1 Peter 1:17) 

 
 
 

 
World's view (6-7) 

The world views people based on their own standard 
and does not see the new creation in a person (2 Cor 
5:16-17) 
The world does not accept all men from every nation 
(Acts 10:34-35) 
The world judges by outward appearances that does not 
result in right judgments (John 7:24) 
The world's view depends on surface things (2 Cor 10:7) 
The world's view seeks answers through human ideas 
(Acts 17:16-21) 

 
 
THE INIQUITY OF PARTIALITY (JAMES 2:8-13) 

Iniquity in not loving (8-9) 
Iniquity in not loving others (1 John 4:20-21) 
Iniquity in hating our brothers and sisters (1 John 2:9-
10) 
Iniquity in following Satan's attributes and not loving 
our brothers (1 John 3:10) 
Iniquity in anger with others (Matt 5:21-22) 

Iniquity in disobedience to God's Word (10-11) 
Disobedience through being deceived by empty words 
(Eph 5:6) 
Disobedience through minds being corrupted (Titus 
1:15-16) 
Disobedience because of rejecting the gospel (Heb 4:6) 
Disobedience because of not accepting God's advice 
(Prov 1:29-31) 
Disobedience through forsaking God's word (Jer 9:13-
14) 
Disobedience through violating God's covenant Word 
(Deut 17:2-5) 

Iniquity in not showing mercy (12-13) 
Not showing mercy because of shutting ears to the cries 
of others (Prov 21:13) 
Not showing mercy because of ungratefulness (Matt 
18:28-19:1) 
Not showing mercy through not helping others (Matt 
25:41-46) 
Not showing mercy because of wickedness (Prov 21:10) 
Not showing mercy because of disobedience (Jer 21:3-7) 

 


