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 James 2:14-26 is famous for theological controversy. At first glance, it seems that 
James is contradicting Paul, or vice versa, if James wrote first. Paul taught that we are 
saved by grace through faith, apart from works. James seems to say that we must 
have faith plus works to be saved. The major issue that spawned the Reformation 
was, are we justified by faith alone, or by faith plus works? It still divides evangelical 
Protestants from the Roman Catholic Church. Within the evangelical camp, there is a 
battle over whether or not saving faith requires accepting Jesus as Lord of your life. 
Those who deny “lordship” salvation accuse those who teach it of adding works to 
faith alone. They say that submitting to Jesus as Lord of your life should happen after 
salvation, but it is not necessary for salvation. Salvation is simply by faith alone. 
Those who contend for “lordship” salvation accuse the non-lordship side of “easy-
believism.” They argue (correctly, I think) that genuine saving faith necessarily trusts 
in Jesus both as Savior and Lord. James is not disputing that we are saved by faith 
alone. Rather, he is dealing with the question, what is true saving faith? James and Paul 
both teach that salvation is by God’s grace alone through faith alone in Christ 
alone. And both James and Paul teach that genuine faith results in good 
works. 
 

 C. E. B. Cranfield (cited by John MacArthur, Faith Works [Word], p. 148) 
correctly observes, “The burden of this section is not (as is often supposed) that we 
are saved through faith plus works, but that we are saved through genuine, as 
opposed to counterfeit, faith.” Satan is the master deceiver. Since salvation is 
through faith, it is not surprising that he works overtime to lead people astray on the 
matter of saving faith. If Satan can get someone to think that he will get into heaven 
because of his many good deeds, apart from faith in Christ, he is perfectly content to 
watch that person devote his entire life to good deeds. Or, if a person who was born 
and raised in the church thinks, “I’m going to heaven because I believe in Jesus as my 
Savior”—but, his faith is merely intellectual and it doesn’t affect his daily life—
Satan is happy with such false “faith.” Those who merely say that they have saving 
faith, but who live for themselves, are deceived. Such false “faith” does not save 
anyone. The apostle John deals with this kind of false profession throughout First 
John. For example, 1 John 2:4 states, “The one who says, ‘I have come to know 
Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 
Again (1 John 2:5b-6), “By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he 
abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.” The point is 
the same throughout Scripture: Saving faith results in a changed life of good deeds. 
False faith is empty profession, lacking good deeds. Saving faith must rest on Jesus 
Christ as revealed in Scripture. To believe in a Christ of your own imagination is to 
believe in an idol. To trust in someone or something for eternal life other than Jesus 
Christ and His death on the cross is to be deceived on the most important issue in 
life. Genuine saving faith is always connected with the new birth. New life in Christ 
necessarily results in a life of good deeds. 
 

                                                   (Adapted from "Sermons on James" by Steven Cole)  
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Food for Thought 
 
 
 

“I’m Justified!”  
 

Justification: Our guilt gone, 
Christ’s goodness given. 
All my iniquities on Him were 
laid— He nailed them all to the 
tree; Jesus the debt of my sin fully 
paid— He paid the ransom for 
me.  © 1953 Singspiration, Inc.  
 

And by Him everyone who believes 
is justified from all things from 
which you could not be justified by 
the law of Moses.   
                    (Acts 13:39 NKJV) 
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Maturing in the Faith 
A Study in James 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 
07/08  Introduction to James 
07/15  Trials and Temptations       1:1-17 
07/22  Faith and God’s Word      1:18-27 
07/29  Faith and Impartiality          2:1-13 
08/05  Faith and Actions             2:14-17 
08/12  Saving Faith                    2:18-26 
08/19  Controlling our Tongues     3:1-12 

08/26  Faith and Wisdom            3:13-18 
09/02  Godly Behavior                   4:1-17 
09/09  Faith and Money                  5:1-6 
09/16  Patient Faith                       5:7-11 
09/23  Faith and Prayer               5:12-20 
09/30  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 As a Roman Catholic priest and monk, Martin Luther fastidiously observed all of the rituals and disciplines of 
his order, but none of them seemed to bring him close to God. He feared God and His righteous judgment, but 
he also hated God because of His demand for perfect righteousness. Try as he might, Luther knew that he could 
never satisfy God’s standard. Finally, after years of struggle, he was wrestling with Paul’s words in Romans 1:17, 
that in the gospel “the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous man 
shall live by faith.’” the Bible clearly teaches that if God imparts new life to a formerly dead sinner, that new life 
and the saving faith that God grants will inevitably show itself in a life of good deeds (John 5:28-29; 1 John 3:7-
10). This does not mean that true believers never sin. It does not mean that anyone ever perfectly follows the 
Lord. But it does mean that the direction and motivation of life is decidedly different in the one whose heart has 
been changed by God’s grace. Don’t separate faith and works! We are justified by faith alone, but good works 
prove that our faith is genuine, James believed, with Paul, that we are justified by faith alone. If we think that 
we can be saved by faith that does not result in works, we are spiritual fools (James 2:20-25).  
 

                                                                                                     (Adapted from "Sermons on James" by Steven Cole)  
 
 
Saving Faith: Genuine or False? 
 

We are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone (Eph 2:8) 
There is such a thing as false faith, which does not save (Matt 7:21) 
The faith that does not save is a mere profession of faith that does not result in a life of good deeds (Matt 15:7-9) 
The faith that does not save may be doctrinally correct, but there is no change of heart or behavior (Matt 23:27-28) 
Genuine saving faith necessarily results in a life of good works, whereas false faith does not (Matt 5:14-16) 

 
 
Are We Justified By Works? 
 

How and Why we are Justified 
By faith apart from works of the Law (Rom 3:28) 
By faith which results in peace with God (Rom 5:1) 
Not by the works of the Law (Gal 2:16)  
By being led to Christ by the Law (Gal 3:24) 
By being doers of the Law (Rom 2:13) 

 
Works - What type of works (Good works) 

God created us to do good works (Eph 2:10) 
Good works are obvious (1 Tim 5:25) 
Good works include being generous and willing to share (1 Tim 6:18) 
We should encourage each other to do good works (Heb 10:24) 
Good works comes from living a life full of honorable conduct (1 Peter 2:12)  


