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 Would you like to be rich? Very few would say, “Nah, it doesn’t interest me!” One 
wise guy said, “They say it’s better to be poor and happy than rich and miserable. But 
couldn’t something be worked out, such as being moderately wealthy and just a little 
moody?” (In Reader's Digest, 9/82.) 
 

 In our text, James assumes the role of Old Testament prophet, thundering against 
the ungodly rich who oppress the poor. The words of our text are not an appeal to 
repentance, but rather a scathing denunciation of wrath to come. While there may have 
been some professing Christians in the churches to which James wrote who were guilty 
of the sins he confronts here, his main target was the ungodly rich outside of the church. 
Why would James spend six verses denouncing those who are outside of the church, who 
would never read this warning anyway?  It’s similar to when the Old Testament prophets 
pronounced woes on Israel’s pagan enemies (see Isaiah 13-19). The warnings serve two 
main purposes. First, they should encourage us who know God to be faithful and endure, 
knowing that in due time He will judge the wicked. Second, it should warn us not to fall 
into any of the sins that will bring judgment on the wicked. In the case James is 
addressing, it is easy when you’re poor and oppressed to think, “If I can just get rich, I 
will no longer have to deal with these problems!”  The Bible does not teach that money 
itself is evil, but rather that it is extremely dangerous when it falls into the hands of those 
who are prone to sin. Jesus calls it “unrighteous Mammon” (Luke 16:9, 11), because 
those who get their hands on it often use it sinfully. When combined with the fallen, 
greedy, selfish human heart, money can quickly corrupt. In other words, it takes nothing 
less than the power of God to save us from the dangers of greed and selfishness that are 
bound up with wealth. James shows three ways that wealth can become a trap that leads 
to spiritual destruction: (1) To be rich without God is to be short-sighted in light of 
eternity,  (2) To be rich without God gives temporary comfort and ease, but long-term 
misery, and  (3) To be rich without God provides short-term advantages, but long-term 
loss.  Since misuse of wealth will bring a person into horrible judgment that will make 
him weep and howl in misery (5:1), we should make sure that we do not profess to know 
God, but by our ungodly use of wealth deny Him (Titus 1:16).  This life is not final. The 
wicked may live luxuriously on earth and oppress the righteous with no consequences, 
but the real test will be the final judgment and eternity. If you trust in the Lord, then you 
will be a good steward of the money and possessions that He entrusts to you. He owns it 
all; we must give an account to Him of how we used it. 
 

 A businessman once had an angel visit him, promising to grant one request. The man 
asked for a copy of the stock market page one year in the future. As he was studying the 
numbers on the future exchange and gloating over how much he would make because of 
his knowledge of the future, his eye glanced across the page. His picture was in the 
obituary column. Suddenly his new wealth faded into insignificance in light of his own 
death. Wealth is a good tool, if we are careful to use it as stewards for the Lord. But it is a 
dangerous trap if we adopt a worldly perspective towards it. I encourage you to examine 
often your stewardship of the resources that God has entrusted to you. Remember Paul’s 
words, “It is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy” (1 Cor. 4:2). 
 
                                                        (Adapted from "The Woes of Wealth Without God" By Steven J. Cole)  
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Panning For Gold 
 

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or 
gold, I’d rather be His than have 

riches untold; I’d rather have Jesus 
than houses or lands, I’d rather be 

led by His nail-pierced hands.  
Keep your eyes on Jesus so you 

don’t allow earthly riches to  
blind you to spiritual riches. 

 

That the genuineness of your faith,  
being much more precious than gold  
that perishes, though it is tested  
by fire, may be found to praise,  
honor, and glory at the revelation  
of Jesus Christ    (1 Peter 1:7 NKJV) 
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Maturing in the Faith 
A Study in James 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 
07/08  Introduction to James 
07/15  Trials and Temptations       1:1-17 
07/22  Faith and God’s Word      1:18-27 
07/29  Faith and Impartiality          2:1-13 
08/05  Faith and Actions             2:14-17 
08/12  Saving Faith                     2:18-26 
08/19  Controlling our Tongues     3:1-12 

08/26  Faith and Wisdom            3:13-18 
09/02  Godly Behavior                   4:1-17 
09/09  Faith and Money                 5:1-6 
09/16  Patient Faith                       5:7-11 
09/23  Faith and Prayer               5:12-20 
09/30  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Without Faith Wealth Can Lead to Misery (1-3) 

(Prov 11:28) 28 He who trusts in his riches will fall, But the righteous will flourish like foliage. 
(Eccl 5:14-15) 4 But those riches perish through misfortune; When he begets a son, there is nothing in his hand.  
15 As he came from his mother's womb, naked shall he return, To go as he came; And he shall take nothing from 
his labor Which he may carry away in his hand. 
(Luke 6:24-25) 4 "But woe to you who are rich, For you have received your consolation. 25 Woe to you who are 
full, For you shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, For you shall mourn and weep. 

 

Without Faith Wealth Can Lead to Dishonesty (4) 
(Deut 24:14-15) 14 "You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy, whether one of your brethren or 
one of the aliens who is in your land within your gates. 15 Each day you shall give him his wages, and not let the 
sun go down on it, for he is poor and has set his heart on it; lest he cry out against you to the Lord, and it be sin to 
you. 
(Jer 22:13) 13 "Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness And his chambers by injustice, Who uses his 
neighbor's service without wages And gives him nothing for his work, 
(Col 4:1) 4 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. 

 

Without Faith Wealth Can Lead to Self-Indulgence (5) 
(Deut 8:12-14) 12 lest when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them;  13 and 
when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is 
multiplied; 14 when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage 
(Isa 47:8-11) 8 "Therefore hear this now, you who are given to pleasures, Who dwell securely, Who say in your 
heart, 'I am, and there is no one else besides me; I shall not sit as a widow, Nor shall I know the loss of children'; 9 
But these two things shall come to you In a moment, in one day: The loss of children, and widowhood. They shall 
come upon you in their fullness Because of the  multitude of your sorceries, For the great abundance of your 
enchantments.  10 "For you have trusted in your wickedness; You have said, 'No one sees me'; Your wisdom and 
your knowledge have warped you; And you have said in your heart, 'I am, and there is no one else besides me.'  11 
Therefore evil shall come upon you; You shall not know from where it arises. And trouble shall fall upon you; You 
will not be able to put it off. And desolation shall come upon you suddenly, Which you shall not know. 
(Luke 12:16-21) 16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.  
17 And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?'  18 So he said, 
'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods.  19 
And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be 
merry."'  20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things 
be which you have provided?'  21 "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 

 

Without Faith Wealth Can Lead to Mistreatment of Others (6) 
(Luke 16:19-23) 19 "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously 
every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be 
fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So it 
was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was 
buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom. 
(Amos 8:4-6) 4 Hear this, you who swallow up the needy, And make the poor of the land fail, 5 Saying: "When will 
the New Moon be past, That we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, That we may trade wheat? Making the ephah 
small and the shekel large, Falsifying the scales by deceit,  6 That we may buy the poor for silver, And the needy for 
a pair of sandals — Even sell the bad wheat?" 
(1 Tim 6:9-10) 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, 
for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  


