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 Genuine, long-term commitment seems to be rare today. Church-hopping has 
replaced long-term membership. Some Christians are experimenting with non-Christian 
forms of spiritual fulfillment. Those who are tempted by this kind of thinking will especially 
benefit from this series of lessons. This trend to shorter-term arrangements is closely 
tied to the expectations of a consumer-driven economy. How can one possibly bear the 
inadequacy of last year’s technology? Why would anyone repair something old when a newer 
version is within reach? The exceptional person who wishes to repair and retain a certain 
product may soon learn that the manufacturer seems to have conspired against that idea. For 
example, it may cost almost as much to buy a replacement battery for one’s old cordless drill 
as it does to buy a new cordless drill with one or more batteries! To “just get a new one” 
often seems to be the easiest route. I wish I could say that Christians are immune to such a 
trend in the spiritual arena, but I cannot. Church-hopping has replaced long-term 
membership for some Christians as they “shop around” for an experience to meet the 
moment’s felt needs. Even worse, some Christians have taken to experimenting with non-
Christian forms of spiritual fulfillment under a “newer is truer” mind-set.   
                                                               (Adapted from The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
The Occasion for the Epistle 
 From Timothy’s report and perhaps also as the result of a letter brought to him from the 
Thessalonian church, Paul learned about the situation and the needs of the believers at 
Thessalonica. He learned first of all about the spiritual stamina of the Thessalonian 
converts in the face of fierce persecution and opposition (1:6; 3:6-10). But he also learned the 
disturbing news of how the Jews had slandered him accusing him of teaching error and of 
false motives. Among other things, the Jews had asserted (I Thess. 2:1-12) that in general 
Paul’s religious appeal arose in error, meaning that his gospel was not a divine reality but a 
human delusion; that it arose in impurity, hinting that the enthusiastic gospel of the Spirit led 
him into immorality; and that it was influenced by sinister motives, implying that Paul, like 
the pagan itinerant impostors of religious or philosophical cults … was working solely for his 
own selfish advantage. Furthermore and specifically the Jews had alleged that Paul, when he 
was in Thessalonica, had indulged in false pretenses to cover his greed, and had demanded 
honor from the converts, as was his wont, using his position as an apostle of Christ to tax his 
credulous hearers. Finally, in proof of their assertions, they pointed to the unquestioned fact 
that Paul had not returned, the inference being that he did not care for his converts and that 
he had no intention of returning. The fact that Paul found it expedient to devote three 
chapters of his first letter to a defense against these attacks is evidence suspicion of some of 
the converts was aroused and that the danger of their being beguiled away from the faith was 
imminent. There was also the report about the confusion that existed on the part of some 
regarding the return of the Lord and the Day of the Lord. Some wondered how the return of 
the Lord might affect one or more of the converts who had since died (4:13-18). Due to the 
intensity of the persecutions, it appears some thought that “the Day of the Lord” had arrived 
so this issue also had to be addressed (5:1-15). Finally, Paul learned of certain weaknesses in 
the church that needed to be dealt with. They were under pressure to return to their former 
lifestyles (3:2-3; 4:1-10), some members were not working in view of the imminency of the 
return of the Lord (4:11-12; 2 Thess. 3:6ff.), some were not showing the respect that was 
needed for their leaders, and there was confusion in regard to the public gatherings together 
(5:19-21).         (Adapted from "The Birth and Growth of a Church" By: J. Hampton Keathley, III)  
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A Call To Commitment 
 
 

Following Jesus demands our all. 
Lord, I want to be sold out for  

You.  I want to love You with my 
whole  heart, soul, mind, and 

strength.  Give me the power to 
be who You  want me to be, and 

to walk in Your ways. 
 

 

 

But Jesus said to him, “No one,  
having put his hand to the plow,  
and looking back, is fit for the  
kingdom of God.” 
              (Luke 9:62 NASB) 
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Christian Commitment 
A Study in 1 Thessalonians 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 
10/21  Introduction to 1 Thess 
10/28  Being Available                  1:1-10 
11/04  Being Pleasing to God       2:1-12 
11/11  Living God’s Word            2:13-20 
11/18  Sustained Faith                  3:1-13 
11/25  Godly Life                           4:1-12 
12/02  Love and Hope                 4:13-18 
12/09  Plan of Salvation                5:1-11 
12/16  Call to Commitment          5:12-28 
12/23  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

Another Outline of 1 Thessalonians 
 

AUTHOR: The apostle Paul 
DATE WRITTEN: Time and place are uncertain. It is 
generally thought that this was the earliest of Paul's epistles 
and was probably written from Corinth between A.D. 49 and 
54. Paul had sent Timothy to encourage and strengthen the 
church. On his return, the report that he gave apparently 
inspired the apostle to write the epistle (1 Thessalonians 3:6). 
PURPOSE: To comfort believers and encourage them to a 
life of purity by expounding on the doctrine of Christ's 
imminent return. 
TO WHOM WRITTEN: The church in Thessalonica. It 
had been founded by Paul on his second missionary journey. 
He met with violent opposition in his work, but he succeeded 
in winning some Jews and a multitude of Greeks, which 
enabled him to establish a faithful church (Acts 17:1-10). 
MAIN THEMES: This is one of the most personal of all of 
Paul's epistles. It is not so doctrinal or polemical as some of 
the others. The body of the epistle consists chiefly of 
commendations, personal reminiscences, counsels, and 
exhortations. The central truth that is emphasized is the 
future hope of the advent of Christ. 
KEY WORD: Sanctification, 1 Thess. 4:3. 
KEY VERSES: 1 Thess. 3:12-13; 4:16-18. 
NOTABLE PASSAGES: 
The second coming of Christ, 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11.  
Practical duties, 1 Thess. 5:12-22.  This is a companion 
passage to the twelfth chapter of Romans.  
 
 

SYNOPSIS: 
Commendatory Section 
Chapter 1 
The salutation, 1 Thess. 1:1.  
The commendation of the church for its faith and loving 
service, 1 Thess. 1:2-4;  
For spiritual receptivity, 1 Thess. 1:5-6;  
For exemplary influence, 1 Thess. 1:7-8;  
For abandonment of idolatry and for spiritual hope, 1 Thess. 
1:9-10. 
 

Reminiscence Section 
Paul reminds them of the characteristics of his ministry. 
Chapter 2 
As courageous, sincere, God-fearing, truthful and unselfish, 1 
Thess. 2:2-5. 
As humble, gentle, affectionate, industrious, irreproachable, 
and paternal, 1 Thess. 2:6-12. 
 
 

 
 
He refers to the teachableness and sufferings of the church, 1 
Thess. 2:13-14. 
References to the apostle's desire to visit the church and his 
glorying in them as his crown of rejoicing, 1 Thess. 2:17-20. 
 

Messenger Section 
Chapter 3 
The sending of Timothy to strengthen the church, 1 Thess. 
3:1-5. 
The favorable report of his messenger and its comforting and 
joyful result, 1 Thess. 3:6-9. 
Paul's earnest prayer that he might visit the church and aid 
them in their spiritual development, 1 Thess. 3:10-13. 
 

Hortatory Section 
Chapter 4 
Exhortations concerning personal and social purity, 1 Thess. 
4:1-8. 
Exhortations in respect to brotherly love and industry, 1 
Thess. 4:9-12. 
 

Future Hope Section 
Chapter 4 
The Lord's Coming. 
The comforting hope for the bereaved, 1 Thess. 4:13-14. 
The order of the resurrections, 1 Thess. 4:15. 
The manner and accompanying events of Christ's 
appearance, 1 Thess. 4:16-18. 
Chapter 5 
The time of the Advent unknown, 1 Thess. 5:1-2. 
Unexpected by unbelievers, 1 Thess. 5:3. 
Children of the light should be ready for, 1 Thess. 5:4-8. 
Safety of believers at, 1 Thess. 5:9-11. 
 

Duty Section 
Exhortations concerning the practical duties of the Christian 
life, 1 Thess. 5:12-22. 
The closing charge and benediction, 1 Thess. 5:23-28. 
 
PROMINENT PEOPLE: Paul, Timothy, Silas. 
 

                            (from Thompson Chain - Bible Book Outlines) 


