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 A strong emphasis on God’s Word is a primary mark of spiritual renewal. 
Down through the centuries, God’s people have gone through cycles where His Word 
has been neglected and the spiritual condition of His people deteriorates. In His grace, 
God sends renewal.  Inevitably, one of the main marks of such renewal is a renewed 
emphasis on God’s Word. Nehemiah 8 shows us four marks of spiritual renewal related 
to God’s Word: 
 For spiritual renewal, God’s people must read His Word. The people gathered 
and asked Ezra to bring the book (scroll) of the Law of Moses which the Lord had given 
to Israel (8:1). They read from it publicly from dawn until noon! Copies of the Law of 
Moses were probably somewhat rare, and many of the Jews may never have heard it read 
before.  God could have communicated with us in some form other than writing.  But 
He chose to put it in written form. That means that for people to know God and His 
message of salvation, at least one person in the group, and preferably many, have to learn 
to read and study. 
 For spiritual renewal, God’s people must reverently hear His Word 
expounded. Having ears that work does not guarantee that we really hear.  That’s why 
Jesus often said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Mark 4:9, 23). He said, “Take 
care how you listen, for whoever has, to him shall more be given; and whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has shall be taken away from him” (Luke 8:18). 
Attentiveness stems from reverence. If we maintain our reverence for God and that fact 
that He is speaking to us through His Word, we will pay attention to what He says. 
 For spiritual renewal, God’s Word must be taught. Verses 7 & 8 report that these 
men who stood on the platform with Ezra explained the law to the people, “translating 
to give the sense so that they understood the reading.” Much of the Bible is plain to 
anyone who can read. But there are some sections of Scripture that are difficult to grasp 
and so God has given to the church pastors and teachers to help His people understand 
and apply His Word to their lives. To properly apply the Bible, you must properly 
interpret it. To properly interpret it, you must understand what the author meant for the 
people to whom he was writing in the context of that day. Always it requires interpreting 
a particular verse or paragraph of Scripture in the larger context of the book in which it is 
written. Sound Bible teaching must be accurate, clear, and applied to life. Sound Bible 
teaching requires commitment on the part of the teacher and the taught. 
 For spiritual renewal, God’s people must respond to His Word. It is spiritually 
dangerous to study the Word without the goal of obedient response. Knowledge apart 
from obedience leads to pride (1 Cor. 8:1). There are five responses here: (1) Repentance, 
(2) Joy, (3) Good deeds, (4) Obedience, and (5) Worship.  
 Some people come to church with reverence for God and His Word, saying, “God, 
teach me! I want to know You more!” They are ready to respond to the Word. They 
profit from the teaching. Others come to the same service with sin in their hearts that 
they don’t want to deal with. They are turned off by the very same  message that helps 
others to grow. If you want spiritual renewal, check your heart. It comes when 
responsive hearts read and reverently hear God’s Word faithfully proclaimed.   
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Food for Thought 
 

Seasons Of Motherhood 
 

Thank You, Lord, for motherhood 
With all its vale of tears, For happy 
moments never dimmed Through 
all the many years. Motherhood is a 
sacred partnership with God. 
 
 

Her children rise up and bless her; Her 
husband also, and he praises her, 
saying: Many daughters have done 
nobly, But you excel them all. 
             (Prov 31:28-29 NASB)  
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Restoration 
A Study in Nehemiah 

 

Date      Lesson                      Text 
03/03  Introduction to Nehemiah 
03/10  Cried About a Wall             1:1-11 
03/17  Serving God                       2:1-20 
03/24  We Won!                            3:1-32 
03/31  The Lord Lives       Luke 24:13-35 
04/07   Bro Cisneros Special Lesson 
04/14  Opposition                          4:1-23 
04/21  Conflicts Within                  5:1-19 
04/28  Resisting Satan                  6:1-19 
05/05  Counting for God                7:1-73 
05/12  Spiritual Renewal             8:1-18 
05/19  Joy and Strength                8:8-12 
05/26  Repentance                        9:1-38 
06/02  Truth into Practice            10:1-39 
06/09  Ministry                             11 & 12 
06/16  Permissiveness                13:1-31 
06/23  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 

For spiritual renewal, God’s people must read His Word 
(Acts 17:11) 11 Now these were more noble-minded 
than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word 
with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to 
see whether these things were so.  
(Deut 17:19) 19 "It shall be with him and he shall read it 
all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord 
his God, by carefully observing all the words of this law 
and these statutes,  
(Rom 16:26) 26 but now is manifested, and by the 
Scriptures of the prophets, according to the 
commandment of the eternal God, has been made 
known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith;  

 

For spiritual renewal, God’s people must reverently hear 
His Word expounded 

(2 Tim 2:15) 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved 
to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, 
accurately handling the word of truth.  
(Heb 5:14) 14 But solid food is for the mature, who 
because of practice have their senses trained to discern 
good and evil. 
(Luke 24:45) 45 Then He opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures,  

 

For spiritual renewal, God’s Word must be taught 
(Deut 11:18-20) 18 "You shall therefore impress these 
words of mine on your heart and on your soul; and you 
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontals on your forehead. 19 "You shall teach them to 
your sons, talking of them when you sit in your house 
and when you walk along the road and when you lie 
down and when you rise up. 20 "You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates,  
(Rom 10:14-15) 14 How then will they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed? How will they believe in 
Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear 
without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless they 
are sent? Just as it is written, "how beautiful are the feet 
of those who bring good news of good things!"  
(Rom 15:4) 4 For whatever was written in earlier times 
was written for our instruction, so that through 
perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For spiritual renewal, God’s people must respond to His 
Word 
Repentance  

(1 Peter 1:23) 23 for you have been born again not of 
seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, 
through the living and enduring word of God.  
(2 Cor 7:10-11) 10 For the sorrow that is according to 
the will of God produces a repentance without regret, 
leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world 
produces death. 11 For behold what earnestness this very 
thing, this godly sorrow, has produced in you: what 
vindication of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, 
what longing, what zeal, what avenging of wrong! In 
everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent 
in the matter.  

Joy 
(Ps 19:8) 8 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing 
the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes.  
(Ps 119:111) 111 I have inherited Your testimonies 
forever, For they are the joy of my heart.  

Good deeds  
(Matt 5:16)16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before men, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven.  
(Titus 2:7) 7 in all things show yourself to be an 
example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified,  

Obedience  
(James 1:22) 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, 
and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  
(Luke 11:28) 28 But He said, "On the contrary, blessed 
are those who hear the word of God and observe it."  

Worship  
(John 4:24) 24 "God is spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth."  
(Ps 96:8-9) 8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of His name; 
Bring an offering and come into His courts. 9 Worship 
the Lord in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the 
earth.  
(Heb 10:25) 25 not forsaking our own assembling 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another; and all the more as you see the day drawing 
near.  


