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 Nehemiah 9 should be linked with Nehemiah 8, where the people heard God’s 
Word read and wept in repentance as they realized how seriously they and their 
forefathers had sinned. Now, two days after the end of the Feast of Booths, the 
people gather again, this time with fasting, sackcloth, and dirt on them to express 
grief over their sins. Again the law of the Lord is read for several hours, and then the 
Levites, perhaps led by Ezra, pray in repentance, asking God to take note of their 
subservience to a foreign king (9:5-38). Along with Ezra 9 and Daniel 9, it is one of 
the great prayers of confession in the Bible. Because we are so prone to sin and 
because God is so rich in mercy, ongoing repentance should mark our lives. 
 

 We are so prone to sin. The chapter rehearses not just the sins of God’s chosen 
people, but worse, the sins of God’s chosen people in the face of His abundant 
mercy and grace. It is one thing to sin repeatedly if you do not know God, but it is far 
worse to sin repeatedly when you have tasted of God’s grace and love. Keep in mind 
that this prayer of confession followed and flowed out of the extended reading of 
God’s Word (9:3). The Word of God reveals to us the true condition of our hearts. 
Sin deceives and blinds us to our true condition. There is a paradox in the Christian 
life: the longer you walk with God, the more godly you become. And yet, the more 
godly you become, the more you are aware of the terrible depravity of your own 
heart. 
 

 God is so rich in mercy. God’s abundant mercy is the dominant theme of this 
prayer. God’s abundant mercy is primarily so that He will be glorified and only 
secondarily for our benefit. The prayer states that God performed signs and wonders 
against Pharaoh and the Egyptians to make a name for Himself (9:10). He develops 
this further by stating that as the potter, God has the right to make one vessel for 
honorable use and another for common use. God’s abundant mercy does not come 
to us through anything in us, but through His free grace in Christ. Many Christians 
think that God’s mercy and grace are contingent on our faith or (even worse) on our 
works, whereas Scripture plainly declares that our faith and our works are contingent 
on God’s mercy and grace (see Eph 2:1-9).  
 
 Ongoing repentance should mark our lives. Believers should rejoice always, 
and yet we should mourn over our sins. This mourning for sin should be both for 
our personal sins as well as for the corporate sins of God’s people. Ongoing 
repentance takes sin seriously and takes the necessary steps to break from it. True 
repentance accepts responsibility for sin and does not blame God. Because God is so 
rich in mercy toward sinners, whenever His word convicts us of sin or reveals the 
sins of our nation or our fathers, we should come before Him in repentance, 
appealing to His great compassion and grace.  
 

                                                  (Adapted from Sermon series on Nehemiah by Steven J. Cole) 

Ongoing Repentance  
Nehemiah 9:1-38   

The Oaks  
Baptist Church 
Grand Prairie, Texas 

! 
Lesson Leaders: 

 

James Haymon 
Jose Cisneros 

 
 

Class Leaders: 
 

Director: Ron Harris 
Inreach: Pat Hester 

Outreach: Joyce Kirkland 
Secretary: Mary Clark 

 

Deacon:  C M Hester 

Food for Thought 
 

Turnaround 
 

Repentance is being so sorry for sin  
that you are willing to give it up. 
Out of my shameful failure and 
loss, Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 

They only heard the report: The man 
who formerly persecuted us is now 
preaching the faith he once tried to 
destroy. 
             (Gal 1:23 NASB)  
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Restoration 
A Study in Nehemiah 

 

Date      Lesson                      Text 
03/03  Introduction to Nehemiah 
03/10  Cried About a Wall             1:1-11 
03/17  Serving God                       2:1-20 
03/24  We Won!                            3:1-32 
03/31  The Lord Lives       Luke 24:13-35 
04/07   Bro Cisneros Special Lesson 
04/14  Opposition                          4:1-23 
04/21  Conflicts Within                  5:1-19 
04/28  Resisting Satan                  6:1-19 
05/05  Counting for God                7:1-73 
05/12  Spiritual Renewal               8:1-18 
05/19  Repentance                       9:1-38 
05/26  Truth into Practice            10:1-39 
06/02  Ministry                             11 & 12 
06/09  Permissiveness                13:1-31 
06/16  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 
 
 

We are so prone to sin (16-17, 26) 
Prone to sin because there are none who are righteous on earth (Eccl 7:20) 
Prone to sin because all are under sin (Rom 3:9) 
Prone to sin because the whole world is a prisoner of sin (Gal 3:22) 
Prone to sin because no one can claim to be without sin (1 John 1:8) 
Prone to sin because sin entered the world though one man who passed it on to all (Rom 5:12-13) 
Prone to sin because all are slaves to sin (Rom 6:20) 
Prone to sin because man was born in sin (Ps 51:5) 

 
 
 
God is so rich in mercy (27) 

God’s abundant mercy comes to us through His free grace in Christ (Eph 2:1-9) 
Rich in mercy because He loves us (Rom 5:8) 
Rich in mercy because Jesus took the initiative and bore all of our transgressions (Isa 53:5-6) 
Rich in mercy because God is faithful and righteous (Rom 3:3-5) 
Rich in mercy because it is mercy that prompted God's salvation (Rom 9:16) 
Rich in mercy because God started it before the beginning of time (2 Tim 1:9) 
God’s abundant mercy is primarily so that He will be glorified and only secondarily for our benefit (Rom 9:21-23) 
 

 
 
Ongoing repentance should mark our lives (38) 

Repentance that comes from the kindness of God (Rom 2:4) 
Repentance that comes from godly sorrow (2 Cor 7:10-11) 
Repentance that is granted by God (2 Tim 2:24-26) 
Repentance that comes from the patience of God (2 Peter 3:9) 
Repentance is urgent because it should be done today (Heb 4:6-7) 
Repentance that comes in the time of God's favor (2 Cor 6:2) 


