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 Personal application of God’s truth must be the outcome of any spiritual renewal. In 
Nehemiah 8, we saw the beginning of a revival as God’s people gathered and listened to His 
Word being read and explained. In chapter 9, the people repented and confessed their sins. 
Now, in chapter 10, they make a corporate covenant to put God’s truth into practice in a 
number of specific areas. The text reveals five principles for personally applying God’s truth 
 

 Personal application of God’s truth must begin with the leadership (10:1-27).  The 
list begins with Nehemiah and Zedekiah, who was probably his assistant. Next to sign were 
21 priests, the heads of priestly households (10:2-8). Then come the names of 17 heads of 
Levitical households (10:9-13), followed by 44 heads of leading families (10:14-27). The point 
for us is that those in leadership set the example for others. They put their names on the 
dotted line and committed themselves to do what they expected the people under them to 
do. 
 

 Personal application of God’s truth begins with personal holiness based on 
understanding (10:28-29). In verses 28 & 29, the rest of the people join their leaders in 
taking on themselves a curse and an oath to obey all of the commandments that God had 
made known in His law. The standard to which these people committed themselves was “to 
walk in God’s law, which was given through Moses, God’s servant, and to keep and to 
observe all the commandments of God [Yahweh] our Lord, and His ordinances and His 
statutes.” Also, note that the people of this covenant had “separated themselves from the 
peoples of the lands.” The proper balance is that we are called to be in this world, but not to 
be of this world (John 17:14-17). 
 

 Personal application of God’s truth must extend to the home (10:30). The people 
agree not to give their children to intermarry with the peoples of the land. God had warned 
Israel of this danger when they first entered the land of Canaan (Deut. 7:3-4). If you are 
single, you should not enter into marriage with an unbeliever! There are instances where God 
has graciously used a believing mate to lead an unbelieving spouse to salvation, those 
situations do not justify disobeying the clear command of God not to enter into an unequal 
yoke with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14). 
 

 Personal application of God’s truth must extend to our work (10:31). The Mosaic 
Law prohibited the Jews from working on the Sabbath. Although there are different views on 
whether Christians must keep the Sabbath and if so, how, my understanding is that we are 
not under the Law (Rom. 6:14). At the same time, there is a principle in the Old Testament 
Sabbath laws that we can and should apply today. God designed us to need a day for rest and 
worship. Sunday is the Lord’s day (Rev. 1:10) and it is proper to set aside our normal work 
routines and gather with the Lord’s people for worship and edification. 
 

 Personal application of God’s truth must extend to our church commitments 
(10:32-39). These verses mention a number of specific commitments to provide for temple 
worship, summed up by, “Thus we will not neglect the house of our God” (10:39). Again, we 
are not under the Law of Moses, but there are principles here that apply to us. The overall 
principle is that we should be committed to the Lord’s house. Giving the first fruits means 
that we should give to the Lord and His work the best, off the top, and not the leftovers. 
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Food for Thought 
Daily Diligence 

 

Just as an acclaimed violinist 
believes that focused, diligent 
practice is the key to performance, 
so should we live with expectancy, 
awaiting Christ’s return, make our 
diligent obedience our main 
concern. 
 

Be diligent to present yourself approved 
to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling 
the word of truth. 
                    (2 Tim 2:15 NASB)  
       "Our Daily Bread", Nov 16, 2010) 
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Restoration 
A Study in Nehemiah 

 

Date      Lesson                      Text 
03/03  Introduction to Nehemiah 
03/10  Cried About a Wall             1:1-11 
03/17  Serving God                       2:1-20 
03/24  We Won!                            3:1-32 
03/31  The Lord Lives       Luke 24:13-35 
04/07   Bro Cisneros Special Lesson 
04/14  Opposition                          4:1-23 
04/21  Conflicts Within                  5:1-19 
04/28  Resisting Satan                  6:1-19 
05/05  Counting for God                7:1-73 
05/12  Spiritual Renewal               8:1-18 
05/19  Repentance                        9:1-38 
05/26  Truth into Practice         10:1-39 
06/02  Ministry                             11 & 12 
06/09  Permissiveness                13:1-31 
06/16  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

Putting Truth into practice begins with leadership (Neh 10:1-27) 
(1 Tim 4:11-16) 11 Prescribe and teach these things. 12 Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but 
rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe. 13 Until I 
come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. 14 Do not neglect the 
spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands 
by the presbytery. 15 Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident 
to all. 16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you 
will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you. 

 

Putting Truth into practice begins with personal holiness (Neh 10:28-29) 
(1 Peter 1:13-16) 13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely 
on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, 
be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 because it is written, "you shall be holy, for I am holy."  

 

Putting Truth into practice must extend to the home (Neh 10:30) 
(1 Tim 3:1-5)  1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he 
desires to do.  2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from 
the love of money. 4 He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under 
control with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take 
care of the church of God?) 

 

Putting Truth into practice must extend to our work (Neh 10:31) 
(Eph 6:5-9) 5 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6 not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves 
of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7 With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to 
men, 8 knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether 
slave or free.  9 And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their 
Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.  
 

(Col 3:22-24) 22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as 
those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do your work 
heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 

 

Putting Truth into practice must extend to our church commitments (Neh 10:32-39) 
(1 Cor 12:12-15, 27-31) 12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the 
body is not one member, but many.  27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it. 28 And 
God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not 
prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have 
gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 31 But 
earnestly desire the greater gifts.  


