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 Chuck Swindoll (Hand Me Another Brick [Thomas Nelson Publishers], pp. 
152-153) tells of a time when he spoke at a family conference. He noticed a young 
couple with several small children. Although they looked and sounded like a 
Christian family, it was evident to him that they were very miserable. He knew 
that divorce was on the back burner of their minds. But as the week progressed, 
he saw that couple change as they listened to the teaching of God’s Word. The 
husband hung on every word. The wife had her Bible open and followed the 
messages closely. At the end of the week, this couple came up to Swindoll and his 
wife and said, “We want you to know that this week has been a 180-degree 
turnaround experience for us. When we came, we were ready to separate. We’re 
going back stronger than we have ever been in our marriage.” But that joyous 
news was dampened by another family’s response.  
 
 Chuck continues, At the same conference with the same speakers, the same 
truths, the same surroundings, the same schedule, another father was turned off. 
He wasn’t open. He attended the first few sessions, but by and by the guilt 
became so great and the conviction so deep that he went home. He had stayed 
awake the entire night before and reached the decision to leave and not come 
back. His family left hurting—perhaps even more than when they came. What 
was the difference? Swindoll says, “attitude.” The couple who benefited had 
teachable hearts. The other man did not. Some people come to church with 
reverence for God and His Word, saying, “God, teach me! I want to know You 
more!” They are ready to respond to the Word. They profit from the teaching. 
Others come to the same service with sin in their hearts that they don’t want to 
deal with. They are turned off by the very same message that helps others to grow. 
If you want spiritual renewal, check your heart. It comes when responsive hearts 
read and reverently hear God’s Word faithfully proclaimed. 
 
 It is spiritually dangerous to study the Word without the goal of obedient 
response. Knowledge apart from obedience leads to pride (1 Cor. 8:1). There are 
five responses found in Nehemiah chapter 8: (1) Repentance, (2) Joy, (3) Good 
deeds, (4) Obedience, and (5) Worship.  
 
                                                          (Adapted from Sermon series on Nehemiah by Steven J. Cole) 
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Date      Lesson             Text 
06/23  God Who Speaks  Gen 1:1-3 
                                         Exod 3:2-6 
                                         Gen 1:27-30 
06/30  God Is Not Hiding  Ps 19:1-6 
                                         Rom 1:20 
                                         Acts 14:15-17 
07/07  God Is Not Mute    2 Tim 3:16-17 
                                         Ps 19:7-11 
                                         Luke 24:25-27 
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Restoration 
A Study in Nehemiah 

 

Date      Lesson                      Text 
03/03  Introduction to Nehemiah 
03/10  Cried About a Wall             1:1-11 
03/17  Serving God                       2:1-20 
03/24  We Won!                            3:1-32 
03/31  The Lord Lives       Luke 24:13-35 
04/07   Bro Cisneros Special Lesson 
04/14  Opposition                          4:1-23 
04/21  Conflicts Within                  5:1-19 
04/28  Resisting Satan                  6:1-19 
05/05  Counting for God                7:1-73 
05/12  Spiritual Renewal               8:1-18 
05/19  Repentance                        9:1-38 
05/26  Truth into Practice            10:1-39 
06/02  Ministry                             11 & 12 
06/09  Permissiveness                13:1-31 
06/16  Review and Summary 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

Lesson 1 - The Man Who Cried About a Wall  
(Nehemiah 1:1-11) 

The person God uses has a burden for His people 
The person God uses has a vision for His purpose 
The person God uses has a commitment to His purpose 

 

Lesson 2 - The Realities of Serving God (Nehemiah 2:1-
20) 

To serve God realistically, we must learn to wait on Him 
To serve God realistically, we must learn to work with 
people 
To serve God realistically, we must learn to wrestle with 
problems 

 

Lesson 3 - We Won (Nehemiah 3:1-32) 
To accomplish God’s purpose, we need a common 
vision for the task 
To accomplish God’s purpose, we need dedicated leaders 
who can help everyone work together 
To accomplish God’s purpose, we need willing workers 
who do their part 

 

Lesson 4 - Responding to Opposition (Nehemiah 4:1-
23) 

They lifted their voices in prayer 
They put their hearts into the work 
They kept their eyes on the enemy in vigilance 
They kept their minds focused on the Lord 

 

Lesson 5 - Resolving Conflicts Within (Nehemiah 5:1-
19) 

People must air complaints to the proper authorities 
Leaders must deal with complaints in a biblical manner 
People must be willing to submit to God, to His Word, 
and to godly leaders 

 

Lesson 6 - Resisting Satan’s Schemes (Nehemiah 6:1-19) 
Satan’s scheme: Intrigue. Nehemiah’s response: Firm in 
his priorities 
Satan’s scheme: Innuendo. Nehemiah’s response: 
Forthright rebuttal coupled with prayer 
Satan’s scheme: Intimidation. Nehemiah’s response: 
Fearlessly obey God 
Nehemiah’s victory: The finished wall. Satan’s scheme: 
Infiltration 

 

Lesson 7 - Counting For God (Nehemiah 7:1-73) 
Worship matters to God 
Godly character matters to God 
People matter to God 
Your place in God’s family history matters to God 
Your understanding of and commitment to God’s 
purpose matters to Him 

 

 
 
 

 

Lesson 8 -  Spiritual Renewal (Nehemiah 8:1-18) 
For spiritual renewal, God’s people must read His Word 
For spiritual renewal, God’s people must reverently hear 
His Word expounded 
For spiritual renewal, God’s Word must be taught 
For spiritual renewal, God’s people must respond to His 
Word 

 

Lesson 9 - Ongoing Repentance (Nehemiah 9:1-38) 
We are so prone to sin 
God is so rich in mercy 
Ongoing repentance should mark our lives 

 

Lesson 10 -  Putting God's Truth into Practice 
(Nehemiah 10:1-39) 

Putting Truth into practice begins with leadership 
Putting Truth into practice begins with personal holiness 
Putting Truth into practice must extend to the home 
Putting Truth into practice must extend to our work 
Putting Truth into practice must extend to our church 
commitments 

 

Lesson 11 -  You're In The Ministry Now (Nehemiah 11 
& 12) 

What Does Ministry Involve? 
Ministry involves a willingness to live where God 
wants you to live 
Ministry involves serving in the sphere in which God 
calls you to serve 
Ministry involves a willingness to serve without 
acclaim 
Ministry involves people first and programs second 

What Are Some Requirements For Ministry? 
A servant or minister needs a pure heart 
A servant needs a worshipful heart 
A servant needs a joyful heart 
A servant needs a giving heart 

 

Lesson 12 -  The Problem of Permissiveness (Nehemiah 
13:1-31) 

To deal with spiritual permissiveness, we must be aware 
of the problem areas 

There was theological permissiveness 
There was financial permissiveness 
There was permissiveness in the use of time 
There was permissiveness in their homes 

To deal with spiritual permissiveness, we must strongly 
confront problem areas 

He discovered the problem 
He got upset 
He took strong, unmistakable action 
He was accountable to God and aware of His 
presence in every situation  


