
 

 

 

Jesus fulfilled the law by rightly interpreting it (Matt. 5:17) 
17 “Don’t assume that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come 
to destroy but to fulfill. 

 

Additional Cross-References 
Mark 7:15-19 
John 2:19-21 
Luke 16:17 
Matt 3:15 
Luke 4:17-21  

 
 
Jesus interpreted the law by pointing to the heart of the Author (Matt. 5:21-
22,27-28) 

21 “You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do not murder, and 
whoever murders will be subject to judgment. 22 But I tell you, everyone who is 
angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. And whoever says to his 
brother, ‘Fool!’ will be subject to the Sanhedrin. But whoever says, ‘You moron!’ 
will be subject to hellfire.  27 “You have heard that it was said, Do not commit 
adultery.  28 But I tell you, everyone who looks at a woman to lust for her has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

 

Additional Cross-References 
Matt 23:23-24 
Exodus 20:13 
Matt 15:19 
Gen 1:26-28 
Rev 21:27  

 
 
Jesus laid out God’s expectations and then met them (Matt. 5:43-48) 

43 “You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 44 
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that 
you may be sons of your Father in heaven. For He causes His sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if 
you love those who love you, what reward will you have? Don’t even the tax 
collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you 
doing out of the ordinary? Don’t even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

Additional Cross-References 
John 5:39 
1 John 1:8 
Eph 2:8-9 
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 
 

What negative images of the God 
of the Old Testament do you or the 
people around you have? How 
might negative views of God af-
fect a person’s desire to read and 
study the Old Testament?  
 

What are some other Old Testa-
ment commands or institutions 
Jesus set aside? Think of some 
stories when Jesus acted in a way 
that challenged the prevailing un-
derstanding of the law in His day 
(see Matt. 9:1-8,14-15; 12:1-13).  
 

What sins do you struggle with? 
How are you fighting against sin 
and temptation? How do these 
struggles with sin affect your un-
derstanding of whether or not you 
will enter the kingdom of heaven?  
 

Since the scribes and the Pharisees 
were famous for keeping “the 
law,” how could anyone’s right-
eousness surpass theirs? Just what 
kind of righteousness does God’s 
law require, or in today’s terms, 
“How good is good enough?” 


