
 

 

 

The proclamation of God’s Word is central to God’s people (Neh. 8:1-2) 
(Nehemiah 8:1-2)  8 all the people gathered together at the square in front of the Water Gate. 
They asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses that the Lord had given 
Israel. 2 On the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the law before the 
assembly of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding. 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
Ps 119:103   Matt 15:4-9 
1 Thess 2:13-14   Eph 1:4-8 

 
 

God’s people revere God’s Word together (Neh. 8:3-6) 
(Nehemiah 8:3-6)  3 While he was facing the square in front of the Water Gate, he read out 
of it from daybreak until noon before the men, the women, and those who could understand. 
All the people listened attentively to the book of the law. 4 Ezra the scribe stood on a high 
wooden platform made for this purpose. Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and 
Maaseiah stood beside him on his right; to his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, 
Hashum, Hash-baddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 5 Ezra opened the book in full view of 
all the people, since he was elevated above everyone. As he opened it, all the people stood up. 
6 Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and with their hands uplifted all the people said, 
“Amen, Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the 
ground. 

 

Scriptural Cross-References 
Luke 5:8    Ps 119:147-148   James 2:17 

 
 

God’s people respond in repentance and hold each other accountable (Neh. 8:7-12) 
(Nehemiah 8:7-12) 7 Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, 
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, and Pelaiah, who were Levites, explained the law to the 
people as they stood in their places. 8 They read the book of the law of God, translating and 
giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was read. 9 Nehemiah the 
governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to 
all of them, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the 
people were weeping as they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go and 
eat what is rich, drink what is sweet, and send portions to those who have nothing prepared, 
since today is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, because your strength comes from rejoicing in 
the Lord.” 11 And the Levites quieted all the people, saying, “Be still, since today is holy. Do 
not grieve.” 12 Then all the people began to eat and drink, send portions, and have a great 
celebration, because they had understood the words that were explained to them. 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
Acts 8:30-31   Gal 6:6 
Titus 2:1    Heb 3:7-8 

 
 

Scripture is the basis of true community (Acts 2:42) 
(Acts 2:42)  42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread, and to prayers. 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
Acts 2:14   James 1:23-24 
Joel 2:28-32   1 Peter 2:2-3  
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 
 

In what ways can your church 
demonstrate the Bible’s impor-
tance in your fellowship and 
worship?  
 

Romans 14:11 says, “For it is 
written: As I live, says the Lord, 
every knee will bow to Me, and 
every tongue will give praise to 
God.” How is our posture to-
ward God evident in the way we 
live? In what ways can we dem-
onstrate our reverence for God’s 
Word?  
 

Why is it important to prepare 
your heart before hearing the 
Word proclaimed? How does 
initial preparation help us better 
hear and apply God’s Word to 
our lives?  
 

The apostles’ teaching formed 
the basis for the fellowship of 
the early church. What can we 
learn about making disciples 
from their model?  


