
 

 

 

Humans reject God’s authority (Gen. 3:1-7) 
1 Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in the 
garden. 3 But about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, ‘You must not 
eat it or touch it, or you will die.’” 4 “No! You will not die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 
“In fact, God knows that when you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 Then the woman saw that the tree was good for food and 
delightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its 
fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then 
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
Gen 1:29   Phil 4:19   James 1:17 
John 14:1   Gal 6:8    Rom 1:21-23 

 
God judges those made in His image who fail to reflect His glory (Gen. 6:11-14,17-18) 

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence.  12 God 
saw how corrupt the earth was, for all flesh had corrupted its way on the earth. 13 Then God 
said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence 
because of them; therefore I am going to destroy them along with the earth. 14 “Make 
yourself an ark of gofer wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it with pitch inside and 
outside. 17 “Understand that I am bringing a deluge—floodwaters on the earth to destroy all 
flesh under heaven with the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will die. 18 But I will 
establish My covenant with you, and you will enter the ark with your sons, your wife, and 
your sons’ wives. 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
Gen 6:5    Ps 78:40    Eph 4:30-31 
Matt 25:31-40  1 Peter 3:18-21  1 Pet. 3:20 

 
Sin distorts human relationships that were intended to reflect God’s character (Gen. 
11:1-7) 

1 At one time the whole earth had the same language and vocabulary.  2 As people migrated 
from the east, they found a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each 
other, “Come, let us make oven-fired bricks.” They had brick for stone and asphalt for 
mortar. 4 And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the 
sky. Let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise, we will be scattered over the face of the 
whole earth.” 5 Then the Lord came down to look over the city and the tower that the men 
were building. 6 The Lord said, “If, as one people all having the same language, they have 
begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let Us go 
down there and confuse their language so that they will not understand one another’s 
speech.” 
 

Scriptural Cross-References 
Prov 12:5-13   2 Tim 3:2-4    Rom. 5:17-19 
Matt 6:14-15  
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 
 

What do you think is the main 
reason why some people think 
God’s punishment was exces-
sive? What does that reason say 
about our view of God? Our 
view of ourselves? 
 

Consider your own life and the 
choices you make. In what ways 
do we doubt God’s goodness? In 
what ways are we also tempted 
to seek happiness outside of 
God?  
 

How does it impact you that 
God’s heart was grieved by the 
sins of mankind? Does it sur-
prise you that it brought about 
such an emotion in Him? What 
is the basis for this grief?  
 

What downward spiral of conse-
quences have you experienced as 
a result of your own sin? What 
do these consequences tell us 
about God? About ourselves? 
About the nature of sin? 


