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 What happens after we die? There are three primary answers that are proposed for 
this question, and all three were taught by various groups in Jesus' day. First, some 
thought that death was the absolute end—when all aspects of our being ceased to exist. 
This was the view of the Sadducees, the party of the high priest (see Acts 22:30-23:9). 
This view, sometimes called nihilism ("nothingness"), is shared by atheists and secularists 
today. Second, some thought that the dead person's soul was recycled into a new body to 
begin a new life after death. This view was taught by famous Greek philosophers such as 
Pythagoras and Plato; the view may have had some adherents among the first-century 
Jews. This view is widely known today as reincarnation; it is a feature of Eastern religions 
such as Hinduism. The third option is resurrection. This was the view of the Pharisees 
(Acts 23:8) and most of the Jewish people in Jesus' day. This view sees an existence 
beyond death in which one's soul will be brought back to life with a new, immortal body 
(see 1 Corinthians 15:52). In Christian thought, resurrection is followed by a judgment 
(Hebrews 9:27). There are other viewpoints, of course, but those seem to be "the big 
three." As we reflect on these, we should keep in mind that (1) the resurrection of Jesus 
was a victory over death, for he will never die again (Romans 6:9), and (2) Jesus' 
resurrection opens the door to eternal life for all (Philippians 3:21).  
                                                           (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 Luke’s account of the resurrection of Jesus Christ teaches us that …We must trust in 
the risen Lord Jesus Christ, who is the foundation of the Christian faith. The Christian 
faith is unique to all of the world’s major religions in that it is founded on the living 
person of Jesus Christ, who was raised bodily from the dead. It is not primarily a system 
of moral or doctrinal beliefs, although it has definite moral standards and doctrinal 
truths. Christianity is founded on the living Lord Jesus Christ, crucified for our sins, risen 
from the dead, ascended into heaven, and returning soon in power and glory. If Jesus 
Christ is not risen from the dead, then He Himself was a liar, since He predicted His own 
death and resurrection on numerous occasions. Why believe in and follow a liar? If Christ 
is not risen from the dead, then His death on the cross did not secure the forgiveness of 
our sins. The resurrection was God’s seal of approval on the sacrifice that Christ offered 
for His people, so that Paul could rightly say, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
worthless; you are still in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). The resurrection declared Jesus to be 
“the Son of God with power” (Rom. 1:4). It substantiated that Jesus is the son of David, 
the Messiah, of whom David prophesied when he wrote, “You will not abandon my soul 
to Hades, nor allow Your Holy One to undergo decay” (Acts 2:27; cf. Ps. 16:10). The 
resurrection guarantees us that Jesus conquered sin, death, and hell, and that He will 
make good on His promise to come again and take us to be with Him eternally in 
heaven. A dead man could not do that, but the risen Savior can! A dead Savior is no 
Savior at all. So everything in Christianity rests on the historical fact that Jesus Christ is 
risen from the dead. Darrell Bock writes, “Without resurrection, Christianity is just 
another human approach to reach God; it is emptied of transforming power and hope; it 
is a mere shell, not worth the energy one devotes to it.… To believe in Christ is to 
believe not merely in his example, but in the power of his resurrection to grant new 
life” (Luke [Baker], 2:1881).  
                    ("Luke" by Steven Cole - https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-113-foundation-our-faith-luke-241-12)  
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Practical Points from the Bible 
Expositor and Illuminator 
 
Jesus is not to be found among 
the dead figures of history; He is 
alive (Luke 24:1-3) 
 
 

God provides answers and guid-
ance when we lack both (vs. 4) 
 
 

We are most aware of God's con-
stant presence when we sense 
Him working in our lives (vss. 5-
8) 
 
 

Sometimes we serve God best not 
in special circumstances but in 
our regular routine (vss. 9-10) 
 
 

When we realize that God has 
helped us in an unforeseen way, it 
not only strengthens but also en-
courages our faith (vss. 11-12) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 
ARISEN ON THE THIRD DAY (LUKE 24:1-8) 

 
Seeking to see the arisen Jesus (1-3) 

Seeking to see Jesus with our own eyes (Job 
19:27) 
Seeking to see Jesus who is the exact 
representation of God (Heb 1:3) 

 
Angels help us in our seeking of the arisen Jesus (4) 

Angels help because God speaks through them 
(Heb 2:2-3) 
Angels help because they minister to Jesus (Heb 
1:6-7) 

 
Seeking the arisen Jesus should not include fear (5) 

No fear because through the Holy Spirit we have 
been freed from slavery of fear (Rom 8:15) 
No fear because God is our helper (Heb 13:6) 
No fear because our trust is in God (Heb 2:13-16) 

 
Jesus has risen (6) 

Jesus has risen because He appeared to the eleven 
disciples (Mark 16:14) 
Jesus has risen because it was prophesied (Acts 
2:29-32) 
Jesus has risen because He is the living hope (1 
Peter 1:3) 

 
Jesus was crucified (7) 

We can be assured that Jesus was crucified (Acts 
2:36) 
Because the Roman soldiers verified it (John 
19:31-35)  

 
We will see Jesus again (7-8) 

We will see Jesus again because He will come 
back the way He left (Acts 1:11) 
We will see Jesus again and rejoice (John 16:22) 
We will see Jesus again coming down from 
Heaven (1 Thess 4:16-17) 
We will see Jesus again because all will see Him 
(Rev 1:7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MARVEL OF THE THIRD DAY (LUKE 24:9-12) 

 
A marvel that should motive us to tell others about Jesus' 
resurrection (9-10) 

Witnessing to others started with the scattering of 
the disciples (Acts 11:19-21) 
Witness to others because Jesus commanded it 
(Matt 28:18-20) 
Witness to others through the power of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 1:8) 

 
A marvel that sometimes is doubted (11) 

Doubt because of a lack of faith (Matt 14:31) 
Doubt causes one to be unstable (James 1:6-8) 

 
A marvel that causes joy (12) 

Joy because of sharing in the fellowship of Jesus 
(Phil 3:9-11) 
Joy because Jesus joyfully died and rose for us 
(Heb 12:2) 
Joy because Jesus is praised and honored for His 
resurrection (1 Peter 1:6-7) 

 

 


