
 

 

 
 

God is glorified in the perseverance of His people through times of trial (1 Pet. 1:3-9) 
 

Key Points and References 
The Christian life is destined for trials (1 Thess 3:2-4) 

2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God's fellow worker in spreading the gospel 
of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith,  3 so that no one would be 
unsettled by these trials. You know quite well that we were destined for them.  4 In fact, 
when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned 
out that way, as you well know 

Trials are part of God's plan for us (1 Peter 4:12-13) 
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you.  13 But rejoice that you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 

We can trust in Jesus during trials because He knows how to help up overcome them (John 16:33) 
33 "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." 

 
God’s people persevere in light of the promised new heavens and new earth (2 Pet. 3:8
-13) 
 

Key Points and References 
We must remember that trials are only temporary (1 Peter 5:10) 

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

We need to maintain a sense of joy during trials because God has told us the "final score" (James 
1:2-4) 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,  3 because 
you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  4 Perseverance must 
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

 
God’s people demonstrate their perseverance by their actions (1 John 2:15-19) 
 

Key Points and References 
We must persevere by being active fulfilling the will of God (1 Tim 6:11-14) 

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the 
eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of 
Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you 14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

Good works are the result and evidence of true faith (James 2:17-18) 
17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  18 But 
someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and 
I will show you my faith by what I do. 

We can rejoice in the midst of trials because God knows how to preserve us (2 Peter 2:9) 
9 if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the 
unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment  
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 
 
 

When was the last time you suf-
fered as a result of your faith? 
How did you respond to that 
trial?  
 

Think back on a trial you’ve 
gone through. What was your 
perspective of the trial at the 
time? How has your perspective 
changed? How did God use that 
trial to glorify Himself and mold 
you into the image of Christ?  
 

In what ways does our future 
hope give us present hope in 
times of trial? What are some 
practical ways we can focus on 
eternity in order to persevere 
today?  
 

In your life, what are some ways 
that saying yes to the will of God 
will result in inward struggle or 
persecution from the world? 
How is perseverance demon-
strated in our witness?  


