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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson reminds us to Trust God's Promises. The study's aim is to understand that God always 
responds to faith in and obedience to His Word. The study's application is to observe what God will 
do in response to obedience and faith from His people and to set our hearts on living by the principles 
found in this lesson daily.                                (From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary). 
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
Haggai prophesied in a transition period. The older men who heard him had witnessed the wreck of 
the Jewish monarchy. Transition periods are always charged with doubts and fears, with peril and pain.  
God's purposes do not move backward. A new and better world always emerges from the chaos of the 
old. So long as God's hand directs the development every transition will be, not toward darkness and 
anarchy, but toward truth and order. Haggai encouraged his people with the assurance that their 
sufferings were not meaningless. Not only did he assure them that Jehovah, their covenant-keeping 
God, was still in the midst of His People; not only were His resources inexhaustible, and ready to be 
poured out in their behalf; but He had also a purpose of grace concerning them and the whole world, 
immeasurably exceeding the brightest memories of the past.  Despicable as this new house might 
appear to those who had seen the splendors of Solomon's temple, the new would nevertheless 
outshine the old. Greater shall be the latter glory of this house than the former, saith the Lord of 
hosts." Observe that it is the "latter glory" (R.V.) and not the "latter house" (A.V.); for whatever be its 
material condition, Jehovah knows of but one abiding dwelling on His holy hill of Zion. That 
messianic day, moreover, will be characterized by universal peace. Bishop Westcott has pointed out 
that there have been three great epochs in the history of the Christian Church. First, there was 
the time when the great creeds of the Church were constructed, the time when the Church devoted 
itself to the intellectual understanding and interpretation of the Christian religion, when it built up the 
Christian doctrine of God, the Christian doctrine of the Trinity, the Christian doctrine of the Person 
of Christ, such as we find them in the great creeds accepted by all Christians. Then we come to a 
different period. The great society of the ancient world crumbled into pieces, and as that old social 
order was dissolved the Christian society consolidated itself in its place, and a Catholic Church arose, 
covering all the civilized world of the time -- Catholic Church -- a Church with one uniform 
government, a Church with one visible head, a Church that gathered into itself all that had been 
characteristic of the old Roman world. And then, since the Reformation we have had another epoch in 
the history of the Church. The Orthodox and the Catholic have been succeeded by the Evangelic 
Church, and the Evangelic Church has found its place and career among the free, expansive, aggressive 
peoples of Northern Europe and America. And what is it these nations value most? What they value 
most is individual liberty. And in that way, age after age, as the Gospel has invaded and conquered one 
branch of the human race after another, the dearest spiritual possession of that race -- its intellect, or 
its sense for government, or its apprehension of liberty and responsibility -- has been baptized into 
Christ, has been taken into the Church and made part of its strength and of its beauty. And that 
process has not finished the prophecy. Now, when we see that we see not only the promise of God -- 
"Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God" -- we see not only the promise of God, but surely 
we see also a suggestion of our own duty. Whose fault is it that the Church is a poor affair? Whose 
fault is it that the Church is imperfect and bare and unadorned and unattractive? It is in great part our 
fault, the fault of those who are in the Church and come about it. God expects our best for it; not the 
things we do not care for. He expects our youth.                (Adapted from The Biblical Illustrator ) 
 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. To fully reverence God, one must fully obey Him (Hag. 1:12; cf. Isa. 29:13) 
2. God's timing is always perfect (Hag. 2:1; cf. Lev. 23:34; I Kings 8:2) 
3. It is better to deal with difficulties head-on rattier than try to ignore them (Hag. 2:2-3) 
4. The promise of God's presence should calm even our greatest fears (Hag. 2:4-5; cf. Isa. 41:10) 
5. Knowing God's character enables us to trust His promises for the future (Hag. 2:6-7) 
6. God often uses the inferior to demonstrate His superior plan and power (Hag. 2:8-9)  
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
When everyone else fails, Jesus 
is your most trusted friend 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
Thank You, Lord, that we can 
trust in Your faithful presence 
even when we feel alone. Help 
us to wait patiently for You to 
manifest Your steadfast loving 
presence. 
 

Because of the Lord’s great love 
we are not consumed, for his com-
passions never fail. They are new 
every morning; great is your faith-
fulness. 
                  (Lam 3:22-23 NIV)  
 
 

 From "Our Daily Bread", Apr 24, 2014) 

 

Series: Priorities for the 
           People of God 
 

UNIT:  Hope and Confidence  
            Come from God 

 
 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 
 

Live Pure Lives 
• Hag 2:10-19 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

TRUST GOD IN OUR WORK (HAG 1:12-15) 
Trust God by being obedient (12) 

Obedience motivated by love  (John 14:15) 
Obedient because God promised blessings  (Deut 28:1-2) 
Obedient as part of service to God  (Dan 3:16-18) 
Obedient because Jesus was an example (Phil 2:8) 
Obedient because God is pleased with it (1 John 3:21-22) 
Obedient because that's why God's Word was written  (Rom 16:25-26) 

Trust God by being assured of His being with us (13) 
Being assured that God is with us wherever we go  (Josh 1:9) 
Being assured that God's promises are sometimes based on our obedience (Matt 28:20) 
Being assured that God will never forsake us (Heb 13:5) 
Being assured that God will protect us (Ps 37:28) 
Being assured that God will uphold us (Isa 41:10) 

Trust God and He will stir our spirit (14-15) 
God stirs our spirit through the Holy Spirit  (1 Cor 12:4-11) 
God stirs our spirit by putting things into our heart  (2 Cor 8:16) 
God stirs our spirit through working in us to do those things that please Him  (Heb 13:20-21) 
God stirs our spirit to act according to His good purpose  (Phil 2:13) 
God stirs our spirit as well as determines our steps  (Prov 16:9) 

 
 
 

TRUST GOD DURING CHALLENGES (HAG 2:1-5) 
Challenges of disappointing comparisons (1-3) 

In comparisons we need to consider that God is in control at ALL times (Eccl 7:14) 
In comparisons it is not wise to wish for the "good old days" (Eccl 7:10) 
In comparisons we sometimes need to forget the past and focus on the future (Phil 3:13-14) 
In comparisons don't let the past hinder our service for God in the present (Luke 9:62) 
In comparisons realize that things aren't as bad as we think (Num 14:2-3) 

Challenges shows us God's strength (4) 
Challenges shows us that we can do all things through Jesus, who gives us strength (Phil 4:13) 
Challenges shows us that strength is one of the glorious inheritances we have in Jesus (Eph 1:18-19) 
Challenges shows us that in our weakness, Jesus' power makes us strong (2 Cor 12:10) 
Challenges shows us that we are strengthened by the power of God (Col 1:11) 

Challenges reminds us of God's covenants (5) 
Reminds us that when we are sinful, God will remember His covenant (Lev 26:42-45) 
Reminds us that God is faithful in keeping His covenant of love (Deut 7:9) 
Reminds us that God is attentive to our prayers for the sake of His covenant (Ps 106:43-45) 
Reminds us of God's unfailing love (Isa 54:8-10) 

 
 
 

TRUST GOD REMEMBERING A PROMISE OF GLORY (HAG 2:6-9) 
Glory that comes after a shake-up (6-7) 

A glory that is part of deliverance (Joel 2:30-32) 
A glory that brings Jesus back for His elect (Matt 24:29-31) 
A glory when we become part of a kingdom that cannot be shaken (Heb 12:26-28) 

Glory that is greater (8-9) 
A greater glory that outweighs them all (2 Cor 4:17) 
A greater glory that no eye or ear or mind can conceive (1 Cor 2:9) 
A greater glory that we are being transformed into (2 Cor 3:18) 
A greater glory that will be accomplished by Jesus (2 Thess 1:10) 

 


