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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson examines how we have the ultimate Treasure in Clay Jars. The study's aim is to 
realize that we have and hold this treasure as fragile humans. The study's application is to live 
daily with gratitude for and enjoyment of having the treasure of the knowledge of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.                                (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians gives us a fairly clear picture of the problems he is trying to 
address and correct at Corinth. Allow me to summarize those problems which Paul seems to 
address in our text: (1) In 1 Corinthians 1:10-31, Paul indicates that there are factions in the 
church at Corinth. People are dividing themselves according to certain leaders, one of whom is 
the leader of each group. Their leader seems to be the one who baptized them. These leaders are 
revered as wise and powerful. Paul reminds the Corinthians that the gospel is foolishness to the 
lost, and that those who are saved are those whom the world disregards. (2) Taking up this same 
matter in chapter 3, Paul reminds the Corinthians that those men whom they follow and revere 
are merely servants whom God has used to bring about blessings in their lives. It is God’s work 
through men so that no one should boast in men, but rather in God (3:4-7, 21). (3) Paul and his 
fellow apostles (4:6-13) stand in contrast to these “super leaders,” who are so esteemed by some 
of the saints in Corinth. The Corinthians who have aligned themselves with the “super leaders” 
feel smug and superior to the other saints, including Paul. Paul and his colleagues have become 
“as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things” (4:13). They are looked down upon as an 
embarrassment to the church, while their new leaders give the Corinthians a sense of pride since 
they are so smooth, so persuasive, and so wise. In reality, these leaders, in whom all too many of 
the saints take pride, are “false apostles,” as Paul spells out in 2 Corinthians 11. Because these 
messengers are so attractive and winsome, some are only too happy to give up the gospel, as 
preached by Paul and the apostles, and to embrace whatever “gospel” these false apostles might 
offer (see 11:1-15).                                            (Adapted from Commentary by Bob Deffinbaugh) 
 
 

Paul's two letters to the Corinthian church were, in part, responses to criticisms of his own 
ministry. Some (many?) in Corinth saw Paul as bold and powerful in his letters, but timid and 
unimpressive in person (2 Corinthians 10:1, 10). They preferred powerful, eloquent teachers 
(compare 11:6). Paul responded to these criticisms, but he did more than just defend himself. He 
also explained the real nature of the gospel and what it means to follow Jesus. The power of the 
true gospel is not in the skill of the messenger, but in the message itself and in the messenger's 
deep, personal commitment to the message. That commitment will give the messenger a 
transformed character, one that reflects the message. That character reflects Christ's lowliness in 
becoming human and giving his life. It reflects Christ's loving persistence in enduring suffering 
for the sake of others. It reflects the honesty of those who know they stand before the all-
knowing God.                       (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary) 
 
 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. God-pleasing ministry requires honesty, integrity, and accountability (2 Cor. 4:2) 
2. Satan blinds men to the gospel, but Christ can open their eyes (vss. 3-4) 
3. Preaching's focus should always be Christ, and the glory of God its goal (vss. 5-6) 
4. In our weak flesh God demonstrates His great grace and strength (vss. 7-9) 
5. Suffering for Christ assures us of eternal life with Christ (II Cor. 4:10-12; cf. Acts 14:22) 
6. Suffering for Christ brings encouragement to others and glory to God (2 Cor. 4:13-15)  
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
Pain can be a platform to share 
Christ 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
We often think if life were 
smooth We would a better 
witness be; But God knows 
best—that faith midst trials 
Can honor Him more power-
fully. —Cetas 
 
 
 

But I want you to know, breth-
ren, that the things which hap-
pened to me have actually turned 
out for the furtherance of the gos-
pel,               (Phil 1:12 NKJV)  
 
 
 
 

From "Our Daily Bread", July 30, 2012) 

 

Series: Priorities for the 
           People of God 
 
 

UNIT:  Bearing One Another’s  
            Burdens 

 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 
 

AN APPEAL FOR 
RECONCILIATION 

         (2 Cor 6:1-13; 7:1-4) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
GLORY OF THE GOSPEL (2 COR 4:1-6) 
Truth of the Gospel (1-2) 

The gospel is the good news of God (Luke 2:10-11) 
The gospel proclaims that Jesus died for sins (1 Cor 
15:2-4) 
The Gospel leads unbelievers to righteousness (Rev. 
14:6-7) 
Gospel declares the law of righteousness can be 
written on man's hearts (Rom 2:14-16) 
The Gospel declares the power of Jesus' 
righteousness (1 Cor. 1:17-18) 

Satan's opposition to the Gospel (3-4) 
Opposition by the blind leading the blind (Matthew 
15:13-14) 
Opposition where Jesus is not preached (2 Cor. 11:4) 
Opposition by meaningless talk (1 Tim. 1:6-7) 
Opposition by teaching what the worldly man wants 
to hear (2 Tim. 4:3) 
Opposition by introducing destructive heresies (2 
Peter 2:1) 

Jesus the light of the Gospel (5-6) 
The light of men (John 1:4) 
The light of the world (John 8:12) 
The light that we should put our trust (John 12:35-36) 
The light that is the true light (1 John 2:8) 
The light in the Lord (Eph 5:8-9) 

 
HUMILITY OF THE MESSENGER (2 COR 4:7-12) 
Humility by knowing that power is from God, not man (7) 

Power that makes God's enemies cringe before Him 
(Ps 66:3) 
Power that is great and awesome (Deut 7:21) 
Power that should cause the fear of God (Josh 4:24) 
Power that is mighty (Ps 147:5) 
Power that cannot be turned back (Isa 14:27) 

Humility in hardships (8-9) 
Humility to endure hardships (2 Tim 4:5) 
Humility to not get weary and lose heart (Heb 12:2-3) 
Humility to persevere (James 1:12) 
Humility to delight in weakness so that God's 
strength will be made perfect (2 Cor 12:8-10) 
Humility to enter the Kingdom of God (Acts 14:22) 

 

 
Humility for Jesus' sake (10-12) 

For Jesus' sake to know that it's treasures of Heaven 
that count (Luke 12:16-21) 
For Jesus' sake to ask for and seek God's will be done 
(James 4:13-16) 
For Jesus' sake to keep us focused on God's gain not 
personal gain (Acts 8:16-22) 
For Jesus' sake to keep us focused on God's grace (2 
Cor 12:7-9) 
For Jesus' sake to know that we are competent only 
through God (2 Cor 3:4-6) 

 
PERSISTENCE OF FAITH (2 COR 4:13-15) 
Confident in resurrection (13-14) 

Assurance through being united with Jesus (Rom 6:5) 
Assurance through a new birth and living hope (1 
Peter 1:3-4) 
Assurance because Jesus was the firstfruit of the 
resurrected (1 Cor 15:20-23) 
Assurance because it is an elementary doctrine (Heb 
6:1-3) 
Assurance because it is a trustworthy truth (2 Tim 
2:11) 

Faith that results in thanksgiving (15) 
Thanksgiving because it provides a blessing (Gal 3:9) 
Thanksgiving because it results in nothing being 
impossible (Matt 17:20) 
Thanksgiving because it provides answered prayers 
(Matt 21:21-22) 
Thanksgiving because it provides an approach to 
God with freedom and confidence (Eph 3:12) 
Thanksgiving because it pleases God (Heb 11:6) 
 

 


