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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson reviews how as Christians we always have An Appeal for Reconciliation. The 
study's aim is to urge openhearted love and understanding between brothers and sisters in 
Christ. The study's application is to establish as a core principle in our congregations love and 
reconciliation - first, last, and always.   
                                                    (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
Paul faced opposition from one or more factions within the Corinthian church. We can sketch 
some of their characteristics by reading his letters to that church. His opponents claimed superior 
spiritual status and knowledge (1 Corinthians 8:1, 2). Some taught that immoral behavior was of 
no consequence (5:1, 2; 6:9-13). Some denied that God raises the dead (15:12). Furthermore, 
some opponents minimized or denied Paul's authority as an apostle (2 Corinthians 6:8; 11:5; 
12:11, 12). Some characterized him as powerful in his letters, but unimpressive in person (10:9, 
10)—perhaps downright crazy (5:13). Some insisted that Jewish identity was vital to a true 
relationship with God (11:22). The combination of doctrinal deviations and power struggles 
created big problems at Corinth! Paul worked hard to straighten things out. When he wrote 2 
Corinthians, it appears that he had largely succeeded. Not all had given up the false teaching, but 
to those who had, Paul had the message of today's text. 
                                                                         (Adapted from NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

The concept of reconciliation was extremely important to Paul. His primary concern was that 
people be reconciled to the God who created them; he viewed his entire life of ministry, 
therefore, as one of bringing people to God. Paul used two Greek words to speak of 
reconciliation in this book. These words were not used by any other New Testament author. 
Except for what he said in I Corinthians 7:11, he always wrote about being reconciled to God. In 
that one case he referred to Christian women being reconciled to their husbands. Read what he 
said in II Corinthians 5:18-20. We cannot overstate the importance of restoring damaged 
relationships. Whether between husbands and wives, parents and children, fellow believers, or 
colleagues at work, Christians should be the examples to the world of how to mend relationships 
that have been harmed. When Christians are at odds with each other, it is a really bad 
advertisement for the gospel. Even people who are totally against Christ have heard that the 
watchword among Christians is "Love one another." They know that if love is not working for 
Christians, it surely is not working for non-Christians. They will not believe that "God so loved 
the world" (John 3:16), including themselves. So the gospel is negated. The world will think there 
is nothing to the gospel and that Christians are no better than the unsaved. They are simply hard-
hearted hypocrites. However, when there are conflicts and then a true reconciliation and 
restoration of love and harmony, that is a great recommendation for the gospel! Everyone 
understands that problems come up in life, and they are reassured when Christians give a practical 
demonstration that being a Christian can bring victory in any circumstance. 
                                                         (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary) 
 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. God's offer of saving grace is only available on this side of eternity (2 Cor. 6:1-2; cf. Isa. 55:6) 
2. Godly leaders live in such a way that the gospel is not discredited (2 Cor. 6:3) 
3. Godly leaders are willing to endure trials for the sake of ministry to others (vss. 4-5) 
4. God-pleasing ministry demands God-pleasing means (vss. 6-7) 
5. Godly leaders balance the joys of ministry with its trials and troubles (vss. 8-10) 
6. God is pleased when His people seek and accept biblical reconciliation (6:11-13; 7:2)  

An Appeal For Reconciliation 
2 Cor 6:1-13; 7:1-4 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
With God’s love and power, 
forgiveness is always possible 
 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
Oh, what joy and peace we for-
feit, When forgiveness we with-
hold; Fellowship with God is 
broken, And the heart grows 
hard and cold. —D. De Haan 
 
 
 
 

Should you not also have had 
compassion on your fellow ser-
vant, just as I had pity on you?’ 
                 (Matt 18:33 NKJV)  
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SACRIFICIAL 
JOYFUL GIVING 

         (2 Cor 8:1-14) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
RECONCILIATION THROUGH WORKING TOGETHER (2 
COR 6:1-3) 
Working in the grace of God (1) 

Grace through faith (Rom 4:16) 
Grace that makes one work harder (1 Cor 15:10) 
Grace that provides sufficiency (2 Cor 12:9) 
Grace through God's will and pleasure (Eph 1:5-6) 
Grace through mercy (1 Tim 1:13-14) 
Grace through justification (Titus 3:3-7) 
Grace that results in blessing after blessing (John 1:16) 

Working in the acceptable time (2) 
Acceptable time when God answers and saves (Isa 49:8) 
Acceptable time while anointed (Luke 4:18-20) 
Acceptable time to encourage one another (Heb 3:13-
14) 
Acceptable time to enter and lead others into God's rest 
(Heb 4:7-11) 
Acceptable time while it is still day (John 9:4-5) 

Working while ensuring no stumbling block (3) 
Not being a stumbling block through not judging others 
(Rom 14:13) 
Not being a stumbling block to those who are weak in 
the faith (Rom 14:2-3) 
Not being a stumbling block through bearing with 
other's failures (Rom 15:1) 
Not being a stumbling block through seeking the good 
of the many (1 Cor 10:32-33) 
Not being a stumbling block through serving others 
(Gal 5:13) 

 
RECONCILIATION THROUGH PERSEVERANCE (2 COR 
6:4-10) 
Perseverance during suffering (4-5) 

Perseverance during suffering because there is a reward 
in Heaven (Matt 5:11-12) 
Perseverance during suffering because the future glory 
far outweighs the current temporary suffering (2 Cor 
4:17-18) 
Perseverance during suffering because of the greater 
value of suffering for Jesus (Heb 11:25-26) 
Perseverance during suffering because of looking 
forward to a better resurrection (Heb 11:35) 
Perseverance during suffering because of a genuine faith 
(1 Peter 1:6-7) 

 

 
Perseverance with godly character (6-7) 

Godly character through knowing God (1 John 2:3-6) 
Godly character through God's establishment (1 Peter 
5:10) 
Godly character through waiting on God (James 5:7-8) 
Godly character through perseverance (Rom 5:3-4) 
Godly character through the testing of faith (James 1:2-
4) 

Perseverance during trying circumstances (8-10) 
Circumstances that God provides a way out (1 Cor 
10:13) 
Circumstances that teach us to rely on God (2 Cor 1:8-
10) 
Circumstances where in all things God works for the 
good (Rom 8:28) 
Circumstances where God is with us (Ps 23:4) 
Circumstances where we remember that God is for us 
(Rom 8:31) 

 
RECONCILIATION THROUGH COMPLETE 
ACCEPTANCE (2 COR 6:11-7:4) 
Acceptance through an open heart (11-13) 

An open heart means to have integrity (1 Chron 29:17) 
An open heart means to walk blamelessly (Ps 15:2) 
An open heart means to be sprinkled clean by the Holy 
Spirit (Heb 10:22) 
An open heart means to be obedient to the truth of 
God's word (1 Peter 1:22) 
An open heart means loving others as part of a sincere 
faith (1 Tim 1:5) 
An open heart means having God set apart in the heart 
(1 Peter 3:15) 

Acceptance through an honest heart (1-4) 
An honest heart where the conscience is clear before 
God and man (Acts 24:16) 
An honest heart where one has lived honorably (Heb 
13:18) 
An honest heart where one has good behavior in Christ 
(1 Peter 3:15-16) 
An honest heart where one is an example of doing what 
is good (Titus 2:6-8) 
An honest heart where one is kind and gentle (2 Tim 
2:24-25) 
 

 


