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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson helps us understand how God's control assures us of A New Future. The study's 
aim is to consider that new beginnings are rooted in the character of God. The study's 
application is to see that God offers repentant believers His forgiveness and a fresh opportunity 
to start over.  
                                                    (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
Other than the assistance of a certain Baruch, who appears on the scene in Jeremiah 32, the 
prophet Jeremiah seems to have been all alone as he confronted the sins of his people. Residents 
of his hometown even plotted to kill him (1:1; 11:21-23). But as these images become fixed in our 
minds, today’s lesson offers the surprising twist of a cousin who appeared on the scene while the 
prophet was imprisoned. The astonishing reason for the visit: the cousin wanted Jeremiah to 
buy a piece of property that was behind enemy lines during a war! It is often said of unusual 
historical accounts, “You can’t make this stuff up.” Relatives, property, and prison—all are part 
of the extraordinary circumstances of our lesson. Today’s lesson involves “redemption” of a 
parcel of land, so some background on that concept is in order. The right of redemption within 
the Law of Moses was a provision designed to keep family properties intact. The land of Canaan, 
the promised land, had been given to the Israelites by the Lord. Since possession of plots of land 
was to be seen as a sacred trust, the law made provision for redeeming property that had been 
sold outside the family. This was something like the modern “right of first refusal,” but stronger.  
Israelite families retained ultimate rights over land they had sold, rights set forth in Leviticus 25:23
-28. If economic hardship necessitated selling a parcel of land, such land was first to be offered to 
other family members. There was even a sense that a relative who had the means to “redeem” this 
property (buy it from the distressed family member) was obligated to do so to keep the land in the 
family. The seller retained the right of repurchase if his finances improved, but at current market 
value (compare Leviticus 25:15, 16). All unredeemed land was to revert to the original family 
owners every 50 years, when a year of jubilee was observed. Overall, the intended effect was to tie 
people to the land so that an ongoing possibility of economic prosperity could be retained for 
every family in Israel. From a modern perspective, it placed severe limits on land speculation 
practices as a means to accumulate wealth. Jeremiah’s hometown of Anathoth (Jeremiah 1:1) was 
a village in the tribal area of Benjamin, about three miles north-northeast of Jerusalem. Anathoth 
was a Levite town, a convenient residence for workers in the Jerusalem temple. The priestly tribe 
of Levi had no tribal area of its own, so its villages and pasture lands were within the territories of 
other tribes (see Joshua 21:1-4, 17, 18). Levites also had the right of property redemption 
(Leviticus 25:32, 33). We don’t know much about Anathoth, but a close study of the Old 
Testament yields two facts. First, its residents were  opposed to Jeremiah’s messages (Jeremiah 
11:21-23). Second, people from Anathoth are among those who returned from exile to reestablish 
their town (see Ezra 2:23; Nehemiah 11:32). That will take place in 538 BC, some 49 years in the 
future as our text opens. 
                                                             (Adapted from Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary) 
 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. Those who speak God's truth should not expect to be honored by the world (Jer. 32:2) 
2. The message of the Lord never bolsters the prideful desires of sinners (vs. 3) 
3. To willingly reject God's will is to invite God's judgment (vss. 4-5) 
4. Faith in God is often challenged by reason and circumstances (vss. 6-7) 
5. Faith is merely profession until it is put into practice (vss. 8-9) 
6. Genuine acts of faith are lasting, long-term testimonies (vss. 14-15)  
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
We have reason for optimism if 
we’re looking for Christ’s return 
 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
We’re waiting for You, Lord, to 
come And take us home to be with 
You; Your promise to return for us 
Gives hope because we know it’s 
true. —Sper 
 
 
 

So you also must be ready, because 
the Son of Man will come  at an 
hour when you do not expect him 
                    (Matt 24:44  NIV)  
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            Coming 
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FUTURE PEACE & JOY 
         (Jer 33:1-11) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
LIVING UNDER SIEGE (JER 32:1-5) 
Imprisonment or captivity (1-2) 

Imprisonment because of Satan's testing (Rev 2:10) 
Imprisonment because it has been prophesied (Acts 
20:22-24) 
Imprisonment because of the sake of Jesus (Luke 
6:22-23) 
Captivated by sin working in the body and mind 
(Rom 7:23) 
Captivated by the influence of Satan (1 John 5:19) 
Captivated by all kinds of passions and pleasures 
(Titus 3:3) 
Captivated by unfaithfulness and perversion (Deut 
32:19-20) 

Anger (3-5) 
Anger brought on by jealousy (Prov 6:34) 
Anger brought on by being quick-tempered (Prov 
14:17) 
Anger brought on by harsh words (Prov 15:1) 
Anger brought on by violence (Prov 16:29) 
Anger brought on by the sinful nature (Gal 5:19-21) 

Assuming no known way out (5) 
Assuming no known way out because of 
discouragement (Exod 6:9) 
Assuming no known way out because of  enemies 
(Lam 3:52-54) 
Assuming no known way out because of 
governmental edicts (Esther 4:3-4) 
Assuming no known way out because of no hope 
(Job 6:11) 
Assuming no known way out because of illness 
(Psalms 88:15-16) 

 
 
GOD'S PROMISES ARE CERTAIN (JER 32:6-9) 
Guidance (6-7) 

Guidance that is part of God's plan for our life (Jer 
29:11) 
Guidance into truth (John 16:13-15) 
Guidance by the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:18) 
Guidance that represents we are a child of God (Rom 
8:14) 
Guidance by insight (Ps 119:99-100) 
Guidance as a light for our path (Ps 119:105) 
Guidance into understanding (Ps 119:130) 
Guidance by wisdom (Prov 2:6) 

 
 

 
Fulfillment (8-9) 

Fulfillment of eternal fellowship (1 Cor 1:9) 
Fulfillment because God always does what He 
promised (1 Thess 5:24) 
Fulfillment of hope in God (Heb 10:23) 
Fulfillment of all man's true needs (Luke 1:53) 
Fulfillment of the desires of those who fear God (Ps 
145:19) 

 
 
THE FUTURE IS IN GOD'S HANDS (JER 32:14-15) 
Eternal Protection (14) 

Protection of having God with us wherever we go 
(Josh 1:6-9) 
Protection of God strengthening and helping us (Isa 
41:10) 
Protection of having God for us (Rom 8:31) 
Protection through God's deliverance (2 Thess 3:1-4) 
Protection through God's rescue (Jer 1:17-19) 
Protection from Satan (John 17:15) 
Protection in the form of refuge in God (Ps 46:1-3) 
Protection from calamity (Prov 14:32) 
Protection of God's righteousness (1 Cor 1:8) 

Future Promises (15) 
God's promises are sure because of the proof of His 
mighty acts (Ps 145:10-13) 
God's promises are sure because by His words the 
creation was done (2 Peter 3:4-9) 
God's promises are sure because His Divine creation 
proves His eternal power (Rom 1:20) 
God's promises are sure because God cannot lie (Heb 
6:13-19) 
God's promises are sure because His faithfulness 
surrounds Him (Ps 89:6-8) 
God's promises are sure because His promises have 
been thoroughly tested (Ps 119:140)  
God is faithful to His promises of blessings (Ps 
89:33-34) 

 

 


