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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson helps us to trust that God will leads us into a Future Peace and Joy.  The study's 
aim is to recognize that God's character leads Him to offer His people a new and brighter future.  
The study's application is to understand how God's character ensures a new beginning for us, 
even when we have sinned against Him. (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
In Jeremiah 33:1-3, there is something wonderfully helpful about that to me. God is saying here, 
in effect, that the man who takes his unbelief to God is the one who will be invited by God to 
enter into the secrets of the Almighty. Our problem is that we take our unbelief to each other. We 
are always complaining that God does not fulfill his word. I know we are not that bald-faced 
about it, but that is what we are really saying. "Well, this doesn't work for me," means God is a 
respecter of persons; he only does it for a certain favored few -- even though he says he is not 
that kind of a God. Or somebody will say, "Well, you may have faith enough to believe that, but I 
don't understand it that way at all. It's all in the way you interpret it." That is really a cop-out. You 
are saying, "I don't believe God is going to do it." We take our unbelief to each other, and that is 
why our faith does not grow. But the man or woman of faith takes his or her unbelief to God, 
and lays the struggle before him. "God, I know you're this kind of a God, but I can't see how 
you're going to do this!" And God honors that. There is record after record in the Scripture of 
men and women who have struggled like this, who have taken their doubts and their unbelief and 
laid them before God. And never once is there a single suggestion that he ever rebuked them for 
that. There was that troubled father in the Gospels who asked Jesus to heal his demonically 
oppressed son. Jesus said, "According to your faith be it so." The man said, "I believe; help my 
unbelief," (Mark 9:24 RSV). Jesus immediately spoke and delivered his son. And Jeremiah 
brought his unbelief to the Lord, and so the Lord said, "Call to me, ask me, and I will answer you, 
and will tell you the great and hidden things which you don't understand." Beginning with Verse 
4, God outlines the process he is going to follow in bringing his promises about, giving Jeremiah 
the details. Then he outlines the power by which it is going to happen. Then he guarantees it by 
the processes of nature.  Notice the process that God now unfolds to him. First, it will be 
destruction that leads to cleansing (Jeremiah 33:4-5). Destruction is often God's first step, because 
we have been building on a false foundation, and God knows he must destroy what we have 
thought was true before he finally can cleanse us. Many of us could testify of the hour when God 
broke down everything we were counting on, and shattered our expectations, and disappointed 
our dreams, and we were stricken. And in that hour we began to look at ourselves anew, and saw 
how much we had been contributing to the problem, rather than blaming it on everybody else. 
And that was the hour when God cleansed us. Cleansing is his first act of restoration, but 
destruction is necessary to cleansing. The next revelation is that cleansing leads to joy, Verses 8-9. 
The great thing to remember in all of God's process with us is that His purpose in our lives, in 
everything that happens to us, is to increase our joy. That is what God is after. You cannot read 
the Scriptures without seeing that his intention for men is that men should live in a continual 
sense of joy, of peace, of mirth and merriment and gladness of heart. That is what he has in mind. 
He knows the steps it takes to bring it about. And this is what he moves toward. Finally, joy 
permits prosperity, Verses 12-13, there is a picture of prosperous conditions -- the countryside 
filled with shepherds and their flocks -- a beautiful picture. What God is saying is that this is the 
only time it is safe for us to be prosperous. When we have been cleansed and brought to joy, then 
prosperity will abide. We are always trying to short-circuit God and leap ahead, to forget the 
intervening steps and try to become prosperous. Prosperity never abides unless it is based upon 
joyful people who know how to live together in love. That is why God will withhold ultimate 
prosperity until that time. 
                                                  (Adapted from “Is Anything Too Hard For God” by Ray Stedman) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
God’s purpose for today’s events 
may not be seen until tomorrow 
 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land. I 
am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 
—Williams 
 
 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, And lean not on your own 
understanding; 
                        (Prov 3:5 NKJV)  
 
 
 

From "Our Daily Bread", Aug 14, 2013) 

 

Series: Sustaining Hope 
 
 
 

UNIT:  Dark Nights of the Soul 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 
 

REJOICE ANYWAY 
    (Hab 2:1-5; 3:17-19) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
FUTURE PEACE THROUGH PRAYER AND 
DELIVERANCE (JER 33:1-5) 

 

Peace through answered prayer (1-3) 
Answered prayers because God's eyes are on the 
righteous (Ps 34:15) 
Answered prayers because God promises to answer 
even before speaking (Isa 65:24) 
Answered prayers because God promises to fulfill 
answers and seeking (Matt 7:7-8) 
Answered prayers because of obedience (1 John 
3:21-22) 
Answered prayer through asking in the Name of 
Jesus (John 16:22-24) 
Answered prayer through being righteous (James 
5:16-18) 
Answered prayer through obedience (1 John 3:21-
22) 
Answered prayer through asking according to God's 
will (1 John 5:13-15) 

 

Peace through God fighting our battles (4-5) 
God fights our battles because He goes before His 
people and fights (Deut 1:29-31) 
God fights our battles because He is God (Ps 46:8-
10) 
God fights our battles because the battles are His to 
fight (2 Chron 20:15-17) 
God fights our battles because He is the only with 
the power to do so (Ps 44:2) 
God fights our battles when we are still (Exodus 
14:14) 
God fights our battles through answered prayer (2 
Chron 14:11-12) 
God fights our battles because He is for us (Rom 
8:31) 
God fights our battles because He loves us (Rom 
8:37) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FUTURE RESTORAL BRINGS HEALING AND JOY (JER 
33:6-11) 

 

Healing to Be Granted (6-7) 
God heals physically (Matt 14:14) 
God heals spiritually (Isa 53:5) 
Jesus healed to prove His Divinity (Matt 11:2-5) 
God heals through prayer (James 5:16) 
God heals through Jesus (1 Peter 2:24) 
God heals the brokenhearted (Ps 147:3) 

 

Iniquity to Be Cleansed (8) 
Cleansed by shedding of Jesus blood (Heb 9:22) 
Cleansing of acts that lead to death (Heb 9:13-14) 
Cleansed by coming near to God (James 4:8) 
Cleansed by focusing on and doing righteousness 
(Isa 1:16-17) 
Cleansed by the word of God (1 Tim 4:5) 
Cleansed by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:11) 
Cleansed by my heart being sprinkled by God 
through faith (Heb 10:22) 
Cleansed by the blood of the Lamb (Rev 7:14) 

 

God to Be Honored (9) 
Honor God with our bodies (1 Cor 6:20) 
Honor God because He is worthy of honor (Rev 
4:11) 
Honor God with our finances (Prov 3:9) 
Honor God with our hearts (Matt 15:8) 
Honor God by honoring Jesus (John 5:22-23) 

 

Desolation to be Reversed (10-11) 
Desolation reversed through well-being (Ps 35:27) 
Desolation reversed through righteousness (Ps 
92:12-14) 
Desolation reversed through delighting in God's 
word (Ps 1:1-3) 
Desolation reversed through remaining in Jesus 
(John 15:3-5) 
Desolation reversed even in old age (Isa 46:4) 
Desolation reversed through the fear of the Lord 
(Ps 128:1-2) 

 

 


