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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson reviews how Good News Brings Rejoicing.  The study's aim is to appreciate 
God's proclamation task, for which He commissioned His forgiven agents. We must 
accomplish His mission by proclaiming a message of good news.  The study's application is 
to assume the commission Jesus gave us to proclaim the gospel of salvation from sin to a lost 
and fallen world.   
                                                      (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
Today’s text is part of Isaiah’s message of hope expressed to people who were yet to be 
exiled to Babylon (Isaiah 40-55). A voice cried for a highway to be constructed from Babylon 
to Jerusalem for the return of God as king (40:3-5). Jerusalem/Zion was predicted to be the 
focal point of the good news (40:9). Not only Judah but also the whole Gentile world was to 
have occasion to rejoice (41:21-42:17). Through a series of servant songs (42:1-9; 49:1-7; 50:4
-9; 52:13-53:12; 61:1-4), the prophet sketched God’s plan of redemption for the nations. It 
was to be God’s special servant who would rescue God’s world! In Isaiah, the term servant 
can refer to different persons or groups in different contexts. The nation of Israel was called 
to be a servant to the world, but refused (see Isaiah 42:18-24; compare 6:9, 10). In spite of 
that, God decided to create a new exodus for his people (43:14-21). From political 
oppression, God delivered his people by means of Cyrus (44:28; 45:1). That man was a 
servant for God’s purposes. Babylon could no longer hold God’s people in captivity (48:20, 
21). But there was to be deliverance even greater than the one that came through Cyrus—a 
spiritual deliverance announced in the first servant song (Isaiah 42:1-9). The servant 
mentioned here was prophesied not only to restore the preserved of Israel, but also to be a 
“light for the Gentiles” (49:6). This servant was to suffer in so doing (50:6). Rejoicing would 
finally come to Jerusalem when good news was announced (Isaiah 52:7-12). However, the 
reason for rejoicing—the basis of the great salvation, and the hope for the future—is not 
revealed until the servant song of Isaiah 52:13-53:12. There the “righteous servant” is 
predicted to “justify many, and he will bear their iniquities” (53:11). In this way the entire 
world would be invited to enter into the kingdom of God. A new David would rule over this 
kingdom (55:3, 4). This servant, whom we now know to be Jesus, would be king! This is the 
fitting context for our lesson, which immediately prefaces one of Isaiah’s servant songs, as it 
falls on this first Advent Sunday.   
                                                             (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. Being holy means refraining from sin, and that comes only through the Lord's strength 

(Isa. 52:1-2) 
2. We can always rejoice in the good news that our coming Lord reigns even now (vs. 7) 
3. The Lord will return and make all things right; thus, we can rejoice in everything (vs. 8) 
4. God's chosen people, the Jews, should be the object of our compassion and witness {vs. 

9) 
5. The Lord's work on our behalf is an opportunity to make known the salvation of God 

(vs. 10) 
6. We can rejoice fully in the Lord only by departing from evil (vss. 11 -12) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
The risen Christ is the reason for 
our witness 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 
Father God, please use me in the 
lives of others. Remind me to talk 
about who Jesus is and His life and 
teachings. And not to be dragged 
into debates, but to share Jesus’ 
amazing life. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 
For I determined not to know 
anything among you except Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. 
              (1 Cor 2:2 NKJV)  
 
 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", May 8, 2014) 

 
 
 

Series: ACTS OF WORSHIP 
 
 

UNIT:  In Awe of God 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 
 

WORSHIP GOD’S SON  
(Heb 1:1-9) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
REJOICING BECAUSE OF RESTORAL (ISAIAH 52:1-2) 

Restoral from weakness (1) 
Restoral that comes from Jesus (Phil 4:13) 
Restoral that God provides (1 Peter 4:11) 
Restoral that God arms us with (Ps 18:32) 
Restoral because God is with us wherever we go (Josh 
1:9) 
Restoral through God's mighty power (Eph 6:10) 
Restoral to keep us blameless (1 Cor 1:8) 

Restoral from captivity (2) 
Restoral from captivity because Jesus was sent to 
proclaim freedom (Luke 4:16-19) 
Restoral from captivity through the grace of God (Eph 
4:7-8) 
Restoral from captivity because the truth of God sets 
men free (John 8:31-32,36) 
Restoral from captivity through being set free from sin 
(Rom 6:22) 
Restoral from captivity through Jesus destroying the 
power of death (Heb 2:14-15) 

 
 
REJOICING BECAUSE OF GOOD NEWS (ISAIAH 52:7-10) 

Good news of peace (7-8) 
Peace through having a mind controlled by the Holy 
Spirit (Rom 8:6) 
Peace through trust in God (Rom 15:13) 
Peace from the God of peace (1 Cor 14:33) 
Peace through the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22) 
Peace through Jesus (Eph 2:14) 
Peace through unity of the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:3) 
Peace that transcends all understanding (Phil 4:7) 
Peace that comes through faith (Rom 5:1-2) 
Peace that comes through the kingdom of God (Rom 
14:17) 

Good news of redemption (9) 
Redemption through Jesus (Rom 3:23-24) 
Redemption of our bodies (Rom 8:23) 
Redemption that Jesus became for us (1 Cor 1:30) 
Redemption through Jesus' blood (Eph 1:7) 
Redemption that is guaranteed by the seal of the Holy 
Spirit (Eph 1:13-14) 
Redemption from the dominion of darkness (Col 1:13-
14) 
Redemption from the law (Gal 4:4-5) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Good news of salvation (10) 

A salvation that God appointed through Jesus (1 Thess 
5:9) 
A salvation Jesus will bring with Him at His second 
coming (Heb 9:28) 
A salvation through justification by Jesus' blood (Rom 
5:9) 
A salvation that is gained through belief in Jesus (John 
6:40) 
A salvation that brings eternal life (John 11:25) 
A salvation that is hidden in Jesus (Col 3:3-4) 

 
 
REJOICING BECAUSE OF RETURNING (ISAIAH 52:11-12) 

Returning to righteousness (11) 
A righteousness that comes through faith (Rom 3:22) 
A righteousness that comes from being under grace 
(Rom 6:12-14) 
A righteousness that comes from Christ being in us 
(Rom 8:10) 
A righteousness that comes from Jesus ending the 
penalty of sin (Rom 10:4) 
A righteousness that is part of the kingdom of God 
(Rom 14:17) 
A righteousness that is part of the armor of God (Eph 
6:14) 

Returning with God with us (12) 
God promises to be with us to the very end (Matt 28:20) 
The Holy Spirit will be with believers forever (John 
14:16) 
God will never forsake His people (Deut 31:6) 
God loves and will never forsake His faithful ones (Ps 
37:28) 
When God is with us, there should be no fear but 
courage (Josh 1:9) 

 


