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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson reviews the response all should give to the good news of Jesus' birth which is to 
Give Glory To God.  The study's aim is to describe how God’s glory was revealed in the 
story of the Bethlehem shepherds.  The study's application is to commit to sharing one’s 
own wonder at the birth of Christ with an unbeliever.  
                                                      (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary)  
 
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
People love baby pictures. Announce that a baby has been born, and people will immediately 
ask, “Do you have pictures?” We carry them in our wallets and purses. We share them 
through social media. We frame and hang them in our homes. Years later we look at those 
pictures and ask ourselves, “Was he ever really that small?” “When did she get all grown up?” 
We hold in our minds the contrast between the tiny, helpless baby and the growing child or 
grown adult that the baby has become. The story of Jesus’ birth can call up similar feelings. 
When we think of the infant Jesus at Christmas, we are awestruck that God was entering the 
world in that child. The Creator chose to enter his creation as a human baby, one as weak 
and vulnerable as any other. That baby grew up in a lowly setting to demonstrate amazing 
power that could belong only to God. Yet he also chose to surrender himself to his enemies 
and die a tortuous death. Today’s text exemplifies this contrast. As we gain in our 
understanding here, we will move closer to comprehending what God has really done for us 
through Jesus Christ.                                  (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 
 
 

As a historian, Luke identified the time period of Jesus' birth by naming the Roman emperor 
and the local governor. The contrast between Jesus, the divine King of kings, and Augustus, 
the first Roman emperor, would have been striking to Luke's first readers. Octavian, who had 
been renamed Augustus (meaning reverend) by the Roman Senate, was the first Roman 
emperor ruling all of the vast Roman Empire under his sole authority. The month of August 
was named after him—to honor him. "In contrast, Jesus was born into humble 
circumstances, even having a livestock's trough as His cradle. Jesus, the beloved Son of God, 
did not shrink from coming into this earth to the most modest of circumstances (Osborne, 
gen. ed., Life Application Bible Commentary, Tyndale). Fortune and fame were not what 
Jesus' coming was all about, nor should they be the driving goal of believers. Everything 
related to Jesus' coming was humble and simple. Bethlehem, a small town about five miles 
south of Jerusalem, was not without fame. It was here that Samuel had found David, the 
youngest son of Jesse, caring for his family's sheep (1 Sam. 16:1-11). Micah had prophesied 
that a ruler of Israel would be born here (Mic. 5:2). It was in Bethlehem that David's 
descendant and successor would be born (Luke 1:30-33). Once again shepherds and their 
sheep would be featured in the dramatic event that took place. It would be expected that He 
who was to become the King of Israel would be born in a palace or a mansion, but He was 
sheltered in animal quarters and laid in a manger (Luke 2:1-6). It would be expected that His 
birth would be attended by rich nobles, but He was visited by shepherds. Wise men (Magi) 
from the east did not come until He was a toddler in a house (Matt. 2:1-12). He who came as 
a servant would not come as a king until the end of time (Rev. 19:11-16). There was to be a 
vast difference between His first and second advents. 
                                                       (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
As we worship Him this Christmas, 
may our celebrations be filled with 
joy and wonder at the fullness of 
what it means. Our heavenly Father 
has given us His perfect, sufficient 
Son. O come, let us adore Him! 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this 
happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be 
all glory given; Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; O come, let 
us adore Him, Christ the Lord. —
Wade 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a 
Son is given; And the government will 
be upon His shoulder. And His name 
will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.        (Isa 9:6 NKJV)  
 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", Dec 19, 2013) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 

GLORY TO GOD FOR THE GOOD NEWS 
ANNOUNCED (LUKE 2:8-14) 

Announcement of joy (8-10) 

Joy because God has come in the flesh (Isa 40:9) 

Joy because God has come to reign (Isa 52:7) 

Joy because of being in the presence of God  (Ps 
21:6) 

Joy through worship  (Luke 24:52) 

Announcement of a Savior (11-12) 

A Savior who brings repentance and forgiveness 
(Acts 5:31) 

A Savior of the Church (Eph 5:23) 

A Savior who destroyed death and brought 
immortality  (2 Tim 1:10) 

A Savior of the world (1 John 4:14) 

A one and only Savior  (Jude 25) 

Announced of peace and goodwill (13-14) 

A peace greater than anything in the world (John 
14:27) 

A peace that comes with having a Lord of all (Acts 
10:36) 

A peace that comes from having a Savior who 
overcame the world (John 16:33) 

A peace provided us through justification (Rom 5:1) 

A peace provided us through reconciliation (Eph 
2:14-18) 

A peace through Jesus' blood (Col 1:20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLORY TO GOD BY RESPONDING TO THE GOOD 
NEWS (LUKE 2:15-20) 

Respond by investigating (15-16) 

Investigation through searching God's word (Acts 
17:11) 

Investigation through testing the spirit by the Spirit (1 
John 4:1) 

Investigation through testing to see if it is good (1 
Thess 5:21) 

Investigation through seeking God's kingdom (Matt 
6:33) 

Investigation through prayer (Matt 7:7) 

Respond by spreading of the news (17) 

Witnessing to others started with the scattering of the 
disciples  (Acts 11:19-21) 

Witness to others because Jesus commanded it  (Matt 
28:18-20) 

Witness to others through the power of the Holy 
Spirit  (Acts 1:8) 

Witness to others through teaching  (2 Tim 2:2) 

Respond with Amazement (18) 

We can be amazed, but should know enough to 
glorify and praise God  (Mark 2:12) 

We shouldn’t be amazed at the power of God, 
because He is the most powerful (Acts 3:12-13) 

Sometimes amazement comes from a hardened heart  
(Mark 6:51-52) 

Respond by Meditating (19) 

Meditation on God's works  (Ps 77:12) 

Meditation of the heart  (Ps 19:14) 

Meditation on God's unfailing love  (Ps 48:9) 

Meditation on God's wonders  (Ps 119:27) 

Respond by glorifying and praising God (20) 

Glorify God through unity (Rom 15:5-6) 

Glorify God through living a godly life (1 Peter 2:12) 

Glorify God through doing good works (Matt 5:16) 

Glorify God in our bodies (1 Cor 6:20)  

Glorify God through suffering for Christ (1 Peter 
4:16) 

 

 


