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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:
Because God Almighty is so
powerful, we can trust Him
to keep all His promises
POEM FOR THE WEEK:
The God who governs galaxies
And makes the thunder roar
Gently guides my little craft
With safety to the shore. —Berg

Lesson Background and Introduction

Traditionally, the Psalms are seen as a collection of five books. These five are Psalms 1–41; 42–
72; 73–89; 90–106, and 107–150. Our texts for today and last week fall in the second of these five
books. As overall characteristics, the psalms of this second book feature relatively many songs of
trust and/or complaint plus some praise hymns. The five books that compose the Psalms are
seen to consist of subcollections that share similar themes. In that light, today’s text from Psalm
66 fits with the short collection Psalms 65–68. These four songs focus on the entire earth and all
her nations. The nations are depicted as confessing (or needing to confess) God’s power and
praising (or needing to praise) Him for His just rule. This concern in Psalm 66 with other nations’
worship of God has led scholars to wonder if an international crisis was the background for its
writing. Two possibilities are usually suggested. One is the Assyrian crisis of 701 BC (see 2 Kings
18:13–19:36); the other is after the release from Babylonian captivity. The date of the psalm’s
writing under the latter proposal would be after the rebuilding of the temple in 515 BC, since
Psalm 66:13 refers to that structure (compare Ezra 6:15). No one knows which theory (if either)
is correct. Yet this uncertainty does not rob the psalm of its dynamic power. It can be applied to
any deliverance the people of God experience. Remembering that psalms are ancient Israel’s
worship songs, Psalm 66 presents itself as five stanzas. These five consist of verses 1–4, 5–7, 8–
12, 13–15, and 16–20. Three of the stanza transitions are marked by the word Selah, occurring at
the ends of verses 4, 7, and 15 (see footnote of 2011 NIV on verse 4). One stanza transition is
marked by the psalmist’s shift to writing in the first person in verse 13. Today’s lesson explores
the first two stanzas in full, part of the third stanza, and the entirety of the fifth
(Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary)
Praise God Almighty - History verifies repeatedly that Yahweh, God Almighty, is definitely the
nation of Israel's God. But this psalm extends His reach—He is also God over the Gentiles and
the entire world. It's appropriate for all to give thanksgiving for all He has and will bring to pass.

Praise Him Out Loud - God certainly accepts quiet, contemplative type worship, but this
particular hymn called for the worshiper to offer his or her praise out loud, with exuberance. This
SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: expression goes beyond a mere, "Thank You, Lord, for Your goodness to me." It goes beyond
I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and that, to hold up His greatness and majesty. The author also feared God out of reverence. It's a
recognition of His ability to bring all things to pass, acknowledging His power over numerous
to Jacob, as God Almighty
[El Shaddai], but by My name Lord I enemies. His greatness should cause us to bow our hearts to God in humble submission.
was not known to them
Praise Him for the Past and Present - The psalmist is so anxious for others to see the
(Exodus 6:3 NKJV)
magnificence of God, he takes us to the Exodus to observe in our mind's eye the supernatural
events of that time such as parting the Red Sea so the children of Israel could walk through on
from "Our Daily Bread", Nov 07, 1996) dry ground, and then leading them across the dry bed of the Jordan River. With these acts, even
unbelieving nations ought to see and acknowledge God's greatness. It's foolish to rebel against
such a strong God. The psalm then transcends time, saying each and every person who has ever
walked this earth, no matter how long or short, was overshadowed by God's hand of care.

Series: Our Love For God

UNIT: Songs that Glorify
the God of Love
NEXT WEEK

Our Rescuing God
(Psalms 91:1-8, 11-16)

Praise Him for His Mercy and Grace - The hymn writer called God's people to hear what God
had done for him as he invoked the name of the Lord with high praise and told of His great
mercy.
Praise for Help in Difficult Times - Singing praise songs has remained central in most AfricanAmerican worship services. All the way back to slavery, plantation songs could be heard coming
from the cotton fields. Many testify that keeping their mind on an awesome, great God who
watched over them, and would one day set things right, helped them make it through grave
difficulties. God's balm of praise is still available today.
(Adapted from the Echoes Commentary)
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES
They are powerful (7)

Come and Praise (Ps 66:1-4)
With joy (1)

God's works are powerful because they perform miracles
(Ps 77:14)
God's works are powerful through His grace (2 Cor 12:9-10)
God's works are powerful because they provide endurance
and patience (Col 1:11)
God's works are powerful because they continually deliver
(2 Cor 1:10)
God's works are powerful because they are immeasurable
(Eph 3:20)
God's works are powerful because they are incomparable
(Eph 1:19)
God's works are powerful because they are unsearchable
(Rom 11:33-36)

Joy expressed in praise and song (Ps 33:1-3)
Joy expressed in the soul (Isa 61:10)
Joy expressed in spite of circumstances (Hab 3:17-19)
Joy expressed because the Bible tells us to do so (Phil 4:4)
Joy expressed because we believe and love God (1 Peter
1:8)
Joy because of God's refuge (Ps 5:11)
Joy because of God's reign (Ps 97:1)
Joy because of God's mighty deeds (Ps 118:15)

For glory (2)

Give God the glory as part of thanksgiving (2 Cor 4:15)
Give God the glory because in all things God should be
praised (1 Peter 4:11)
Give God the glory because we are owned by Him (1 Cor
6:20)
Give God the glory because we are to give God the glory in
all things that we do (1 Cor 10:31)
Give God the glory because He should be revered (Ps
102:15)

With praise (8)

Praise for God's richness of mercy (Eph 2:4-5)
Praise for God's saving mercy (Titus 3:5)
Praise God because He is full of compassion and mercy
(James 5:11)
Praise God because God's anger at His children's sin is only
temporary (Ps 30:4-5)
Praise God because God is rich in compassion and comfort
(2 Cor 1:3-4)
Praise God because God has blesses with every spiritual
blessing (Eph 1:3)

For His great power (3)

God's power is majestic (Ex 15:6-7)
God's power is great and awesome (Deut 7:21)
God's power should cause the fear of God (Josh 4:24)
God's power is known (Ps 62:11-12)
God's power causes His enemies to cringe (Ps 66:3)
God's power is mighty (Ps 147:5)
God's power cannot be turned back (Isa 14:27)

For great deliverance (9)

Deliverance from the evil one (Matt 6:13)
Deliverance from the dominion of darkness (Col 1:12-14)
Deliverance from deadly peril (2 Cor 1:10)
Deliverance through prayer (Phil 1:19)
Deliverance from all troubles (Ps 34:19)
Deliverance from trials (2 Peter 2:9)

Through worship (4)

Worship of God because He is due it (Ps 29:2)
Worship of God because He is the creator (Ps 95:6-7)
Worship of God joyfully and with thanksgiving (Ps 100:25)
Worship of God through offering oneself as a living
sacrifice (Rom 12:1)
Worship of God because of His eternal kingdom (Heb
12:28)
Worship by rejoicing in God (Phil 4:4)

Come and See His Works (Ps 66:5-9)
On behalf of man (5)

Come and Hear (Ps 66:16-20)
About His salvation (16)

Salvation among all nations (Ps 67:2)
Salvation that comes from the sanctification through faith
(Acts 26:16-18)
Salvation for everyone who believes (Rom 1:16)
Salvation for those baptized in Jesus (Gal 3:26-29)
Salvation through the gospel (Eph 3:6)

About His response to prayer (17-19)

God cares for mankind (Ps 8:4)
God is concerned about mankind (Ex 4:29-31)
God sustains and directs mankind (2 Sam 7:18)
God is attentive to mankind (Job 7:17)
God loves mankind (John 3:16)

They are well known (6)

God's works are well known because they are great (Ps
111:2)
God's works are well known because they are wonderful (Ps
145:5-6)
God's works are well known because they are marvelously
great (Ps 86:10)
God's works are well known because they are mighty (Jer
32:18-19)
God's works are well known because they are true and
marvelous (Rev 15:3)

Answered prayer through being righteous (James 5:16-18)
Answered prayer through obedience (1 John 3:21-22)
Answered prayer through asking according to God's will (1
John 5:13-15)
Prayers are not answered because of rejecting God (Prov
1:24-28)
Prayers are not answered because of iniquities (Isa 59:2)
Prayers are not answered because of doing evil (Luke
13:23-27)

About His mercy (20)
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Mercy because He loves us (Rom 5:8)
Mercy because God is faithful and righteous (Rom 3:3-5)
Mercy because of grace (Eph 2:8-9)
Mercy because it is mercy that prompted God's salvation
(Rom 9:16)
Mercy because God started it before the beginning of time
(2 Tim 1:9)

